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CONFI DENTI1 AL MANAMA 001387
SIPDI S
STATE FOR NEA/ ARP, NEA/ PPD

E.O 12958: DECL: 09/07/2014

TAGS: PREL KPAO O I P KMPI BA

SUBJECT: M NI STER OF | NFORMATI ON DI SCUSSES AL JAZEERA AND
| RAQ

Cl assified By: Anbassador WIlliam T. Mnroe for Reasons
1.4 (b) and (d)

1. (© Al Jazeera Satellite Channel and Iraq dominated the
conversation during the Arbassador's Sept. 6 introductory
call on Mnister of Information Nabeel bin Yaqoob Al Haner.
The M nister said that he had directed Bahrain Satellite

Tel evision to stop airing the videotapes on abductions and
ki dnappings in lIraq during news broadcasts because airing

t hem serves no good purpose. He nentioned that the GOB had
al so spoken to Al Jazeera Satellite Channel and Al Arabiyya
about not airing the hostage videot apes.

2. (C) \When asked if A Jazeera had ever had a
correspondent based in Bahrain, Al Hamer replied no, adding
that he continued to receive requests fromAl Jazeera on
this. According to Al Hamar, even though Bahrain's
relationship with Qatar had inproved following the 1 CJ

deci si on about the Hawar |slands, A Jazeera continued to
focus only on negative stories about Bahrain.

13. (C The Mnister opined that Al Jazeera was | osing
credibility in the region and that nost Bahraini viewers
wat ched Al Arabiyya, which he believes is nore bal anced (Al
Arabi yya does have a correspondent in Bahrain). He added
that Bahrain's majority Shia popul ati on was di spl eased with
Al Jazeera's coverage of the recent events in Najaf, which
they felt portrayed Shia in a negative light. He concl uded
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Diana T Fritz 02/05/2007 05:23:58 PM From DB/ I nbox:

Cabl e
Text :
UNCLAS ABU DHABI 03430
SI PDI S
CXABU
ACTI ON: PAO

I NFO. POL AMB ECON DCM

DI SSEM NATI ON:  PAO
CHARGE: PROG

APPROVED: PAO HOLSI N- W NDECKER
DRAFTED: PAG. AALKHATI B
CLEARED: PAGC TRWHATLEY

VZCZCADI 449

00 RUEHC RUENAAA RUEKJCS RUEHZM RUEHLO RUEHFR
RHRVDAB RUCJACC RUCQSOC

DE RUEHAD #3430/ 01 2751244

ZNR UULUW ZZH

0O 0112447 OCT 04

FM AVEMBASSY ABU DHABI

TO RUEHC/ SECSTATE WASHDC | MVEDI ATE 6135
RUENAAA/ SECNAV WASHI NGTON DC | MVEDI ATE
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RUEHZM GCC CCLLECTI VE

RUEHLO' AVEMBASSY LONDON 0841

RUEHFR/ AVEMBASSY PARI S 0882

RHRVDAB/ COMUSNAVCENT

RUCJACC/ USCI NCCENT MACDI LL AFB FL// CCPA/ |
RUCQSOC/ USCI NCSOC MACDI LL AFB FL// PA//

UNCLAS SECTI ON 01 OF 02 ABU DHABI 003430
SIPDI S

STATE FOR NEA/ ARP; NEA/ PPD;, NEA/RA; INR/ R/ MR, PA;
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I NR/'NESA; I NR/ B; |1 P/ G NEA-SA

VH TE HOUSE FOR PRESS OFFI CE; NSC

SECDEF FOR OASDY PA

USCI NCCENT FOR POLAD

LONDON FOR GOLDRI CH, PARIS FOR ZEYA; ALSO FOR MOC

E.O 12958: N A
TAGS: O P KMDR TC
SUBJECT: SPECI AL MEDI A REACTI ON: AL JAZEERA AND BEHEADI NGS

1. SUMVARY: COLUWNI ST YOUSSEF | BRAHI M WROTE I N "AL | TTI HAD"
THAT AL JAZEERA ABUSED | TS FREEDOM OF EXPRESSI ON BY DEBATI NG
VHETHER THE BEHEADI NG OF | NNOCCENT CIVILIANS IN ITRAQ IS A

JUSTI FI ED METHOD OF RESI STANCE. END SUMVARY.

12. UNDER THE HEADLINE "IS AL JAZEERA ALLOVWED TO ADVCCATE

BEHADI NGS?" YOUSSEF M | BRAHI M OPINED I N "AL | TTI HAD' 09/ 27:
(ARABI C DAI LY, ABU DHABI - BASED, SEM - OFFI Cl AL, Cl RCULATI ON
85, 000)

"I'magi ne a television tal k show where the hosts debate the nerits
and denerits of cannibalism discussing whether it is good to
kill people to eat their flesh, liver and hearts seriously, on
the air on prinme tine.

This past Tuesday, Feyssal Al Qassem the infanmous anchorman of

Al Jazeera's program Counter Direction or "A etijah Al Miaakess"
went wel |l beyond.

Al Qassem hosted an Egypti an guest who over an entire hour was

al l owed to advocate, with sickening insistence, the beheadi ng of
hostages in lrag as a legitimte act of resistance to what he
called "these American dogs", regardl ess of whether the captives
who are of many different nationalities, are military personnel
civilians, aid workers, or spies.

They are all nercenaries, the Egyptian man screaned, as Al Qassem
of the Al Jazeera network cheered himon. Truly, he who has no
shanme is not afraid. Arabismand Islam have nothing to do with
such peopl e.

Where does Al Jazeera, and Al Qassem think they are taking their
Ar ab- speaki ng viewers, the young before the old, when they put on
a talk show tantanount to issuing a fatwa, or edict, for nurder
in the name of |slamand God or Arab Nationalisn®?

Does Al Qassem and his network appreciate how nuch damage t hey

are doing to the religion of 1.2 billion Muslinms, in addition to
pol luting the mnds of many who watched himdish out this
gar bage?

Al Qassem whose programis already known as vile, |oud, and
messy, descended further into ignoninious behavior.

As the host of this unbelievable conversation, Al Qassem

pronpt ed, watched and bl essed a so-called Egyptian political
coment at or argui ng that people having their heads severed from
their bodies in the nost savage of ways is okay in the nane of
resi stance to American occupation, and nore inportant, to teach
the Americans a | esson.

How about what this teaches Arab children? What will they retain
when they hear gratuitous invitations to kill, slash, hate,
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demean and ostracize "the other", including innocent journalists,
aid workers, and United Nations officials, both men and wonmen who
cane to help Arabs of Irag.

In Al Qassenis tel evision show the opposing view guest, an Iragqi
who argued hopel essly that such savagery is inhuman, was at a

| oss for words. Wio woul d not be?

There is a point where freedom of expression in the nedia stops
and advocating irresponsi bl e bl oody savagery begins. Cearly A
Jazeera and Feyssal Al Qassem have no i dea where that point is.
Sponsors, mainly the government of Qatar, should pull the plug
on him tell himhe is fired, and then apol ogi ze to Arabs,

Musl ins and the whole civilized world for this snear.

Like it or not, Al Jazeera has a huge follow ng of Arabic-
speaki ng people. This is a public trust. If a satellite channe
clains to speak in the name of Arabs, its bosses and sponsors
must make sure it does not spit where it eats.

Al Jazeera has absolutely no right to allow ignorant, persons and
reckl ess anchormen to further soil the reputation of all Mislins
and Arabs by debating decapitation of human beings. There are no
pros and cons here. And it is not the first tine Al Jazeera has
done that. For years it has given prinme tinme to the rabid
Egyptian so-called religious | eader, Yusuf A Qardawi who issued
an edict allowing the killing of Arericans in Irag and wife
beating. The other day Al Itihad, the Emrates Arabic daily, to
its credit, denounced himas an ''ignorant man'' mi sl eading
Musl i ns. Abdel rahnman Al Rashed, the manager of the conpeting
Arabic network Al Arabiya, also to his credit, also took himon
saying he is polluting mnds and shamng Muslins. It is nowup to
the Qatari government to stop these charades.

Al'l this comes shortly after Al Azhar, the highest authority in
Sunni Islam condemed as a crine the ki dnappi ngs and beheadi ngs
of anyone being carried out in Iraqg in the nane of Islam

What's worse is that in an electronic voting on the issue a huge
majority of Al Jazeera's viewers encouraged decapitation while

| ess than 10 per cent voted against.

The calanity that nost of those who voted for it were Arabs and
Muslins living in the West with free access to the internet,
enjoying the full freedom of Western denocracies.

What does this say? That A Jazeera has successfully polluted the
m nds of mllions who should think differently, or that Arabs
seriously suffer from schi zophreni a.

Is it a surprise that prom nent psychiatrists say that 10 per
cent of Arab children do not sleep for ten days after view ng
such repul sive ki dnap-and- behead-industry photos and i mages of
peopl e begging for their lives with nasked nen standi ng behi nd
defami ng the Holy Quran by holding it up high

If adults are confused, what are children supposed to be? A
friend, a nedical professional, wote me the other day an enai
in which she said, "W do not need nation building. W need
nation-rebuilding. This is a big, big issue''.

I ndeed as long as people such as Al Qassem are not checked, we
are in trouble.

SI SON
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UNCLAS SECTI ON 01 OF 02 DOHA 001039
SI PDI S
SENSI Tl VE

FOR NEA/ ARPI THORNE
E.O 12958: N A
TAGS: PGOV KDEM QA

SUBJECT: DI SCUSSI ON W TH QATARI OPPGCSI TI ON FI GURES

1. (SBU) P/ E Section hosted a snmall group of Qatari
oppositionists for lunch on May 26. The guests conveyed the view
that economi c and political power are overwhelmngly in the hands
of the state and that denocratic ideas had not yet taken root in
the overall population. There was sonme criticismof social
conformsmin Qatar. They argued that the rule of |aw had
regressed, despite appearances otherw se. Guests were: Khalid Al -
Khater, an engineer and fornmer public works official forced into
early retirement; his son Abdul aziz Al -Khater, educated in

west ern schools and a banker in Doha; Najeeb Al -Naim, former
mni ster of justice and now a human rights |awer; and Cbaid Al -
Merri, a businessman and nenber of the Al-Mirra tribe, many of

whose menbers have been stripped of their Qatari

2. (SBU) Qatar does not have a fornmal opposition. In fact,
political parties are not |legal and there are no organi zed or

i nformal groups that criticize or oppose the governnent. Post's

l unch guests are not part of any larger structure. These

i ndi viduals were invited because they are willing to speak openly
with enboffs about their views; npbst Qataris understand that
criticizing the government brings the risk of [osing benefits and
preferences for thenselves and their fanilies, such as housing
and education. Qur guests requested that the lunch be held in a
resi dence rather than a public restaurant in order to avoid the
possibility of eavesdropping.

nationality.
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13. (SBU) Discussion touched on various different issues current
in Qatar such as denocracy, the new constitution (which cane into
force on June 9), the upconing election for the National

Assenbly, participation of wormen in the denobcratic process, the
stock nmarket frenzy, and governnment nonopoli es.

4. (SBU) There was consensus on many of the issues. The group

shared a view of denocratic reformin Qatar as artificial and not
rooted in the people. Rather, they see it as serving the purpose
of enhancing the government's inage in the internationa
community. They do not believe the governnent is serious about
addressing the issue of human rights in the country. The forner
m ni ster of justice pointed out that sone new y-issued | ans
bestow ri ghts on one hand and take them away with the other.
There is no role at present for civil society or associations.

Di scussing the new | aw on private associations, the group

conpl ained that the ability to formsuch societies is restricted
by numerous requirements and fees, and that societies' activities
are restricted -- for exanple, they nmay not engage in politica

i ssues.

15. (SBU) The el der al-Khater nentioned that due to a weak private
sector, the majority of Qatari citizens work for the governnent.
This puts a burden on the governnment to create enpl oynment,

i nstead of devel oping the private sector and generating new
opportunities. The result is that many experienced and qualified
enpl oyees are forced into early retirenent in order to create
vacanci es for the next wave of graduates. This situation has
caused a serious |oss of expertise, according to al-Khater.

16. (SBU) Al -Khater also nentioned that the governnent inposes
"indirect taxes" through regular price increases. He said nost of
the conpani es owned by the governnment regularly raise the prices
of their products and services. This means that the residents are
payi ng "taxes," but in a different manner. He cited Q Tel as an
exanple of this practice. He also criticized the Doha Securities
Mar ket (DSM, which is domi nated by public-sector conpani es.

Al t hough these are publicly-traded entities, sharehol ders are not
represented on the boards of directors. Rather, the governnent
appoi nts the board nenbers. In sum al-Khater was concerned that
the rights of sharehol ders are not protected.

17. (SBU) Najeeb al-Naim criticized the new constitution and the
fact that there can be no changes to it for ten years. He al so

di sapproved of the provision giving the Amr autonomny regarding
the disposition of the state's finances. He quoted an article in
the constitution which allows the Arir to w thdraw any sum of
noney fromthe treasury and use it for any purpose "w thout any
questions asked." Al-Naim said that he was public in his
criticismof the constitution and had voted against it in the
face of a government-sponsored "yes" canpai gn.

18. (SBU) Al -Naim continued that laws in Qatar are not strictly
enforced and usually include | oose and uncertain phrases such as
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"public interest” and a security exception. He said that the rule
of law in Qatar has regressed in recent years, despite
appearances to the contrary. In particular, he criticized Law No.
17 of 2002 which authorizes the Mnister of Interior to detain
soneone up to six nonths or |onger subject to the Prine

M nister's approval, without trial if in the "public interest."
Al -Naim also criticized the current Advisory Council for not
chal | engi ng governnent policy. He believes that the new Advisory
Council (after elections take place sonetime in 2006) wll
continue to reflect governnent policy since one-third of it will

be appointed and likely will always support the governnent. Al
Nai m believes Qatari society is still not ready to oppose the
| eader shi p.

19. (SBU) The group specul ated whet her wonmen woul d be appointed to
the Advisory Council next year. (Currently, there are no fenunle
nenbers.) As one nenber of the group asked rhetorically, "Wy

have denocracy for wonen when nmen don't have it?" Guests argued
that society is not ready and renains sensitive about wonen in
public positions. They believed this issue has to be handl ed
gradual ly and carefully. Al disapproved of appointing females in
key posts since, in their opinion, it will result in delays,
create inpediments, and not necessarily benefit society.

110. (SBU) El aboration over the nationality issue showed two

opi nions. Najeeb Al -Nuaim believed that the stripping of
nationality fromsone Al -Mirra menbers was, in nost cases, |egal
This, he said, is because those tribe nmenbers are of Saudi origin
who canme to Qatar after 1972 and were still hol ding dua
nationality, which is against the law in Qatar. He based his
informati on on a neeting he had with several nenbers of the
tribe. The other guests, however, believed that the Al-Mirra
lived in Qatar before Qatar becane a state and that the stripping
themof nationality is illegal. Al -Khater added that the concept
of the citizenship is neither well-defined nor protected in Qatar
and in other Arab States, as Arab governments don't differentiate
bet ween citizenship and national origin. Guests cited exanples
and agreed that stripping nationality from dead people -- which
has the effect of renmoving nationality fromthe deceased's
descendants -- is taking the issue a step too far

111. (SBU) W found that the individuals we met with shared a
nunber of views, though on occasion they were reticent in front
of their coll eagues. Not represented at our lunch were dissidents
with political-Islamc views, because such a mix woul d probably
result in nutual suspicion. Both the liberal and the Islanic
opposition critiques give perspective to the Qatari governnent's
effective nessage of denocratic reformand econom ¢ openness.

Post will continue to develop reports in this area.
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UNCLAS SECTI ON 01 OF 02 DOHA 001567
SIPDI S

STATE FOR NEA/ PD, NEA/ ARP

I NFO NSC FOR ABRAMS, DOD/ OSD FOR SCHENKER AND MATHENY
LONDON FOR ARAB MEDI A OFFI CE

SENSI TI VE

E.O 12958: NA
TAGS: PREL KPAO QA ALJAZEERA

SUBJECT: AL JAZEERA | NTERNATI ONAL: THE HASSAN AND JOSH SHOW
Ref: Doha 1264

1. (SBU) Sunmmary: Pol/Econ chief participated Septenber 2 in
the filmng of an Al Jazeera International pilot program not

i ntended for broadcast. The program co-hosted by two
personalities prom nent in the 2004 docunentary Control
Room, still |acks polish. AJI operations are still in a
sonmewhat chaotic enbryonic stage, with nmuch reliance on
current Al Jazeera resources. End summary.

Backgr ound

2. (U Al Jazeera International (AJl - see reftel) producer
Caroline Anstey approached post in |late August with a
request for anbassadorial participation in the pilot of a
tal k show planned for the launch of AJlI (reportedly

schedul ed for |ate 2005/early 2006). Entitled " The Hassan
and Josh Show , the pilot programis co-hosted by Josh

Rushi ng and Hassan | brahim two personalities who played
prominent roles in the 2004 docunentary " Control Rooni
produced by Egyptian-Arerican director Jehane Noujaim The
controversial docunentary focused on the Al Jazeera TV
channel ' s Doha-based coverage of events during the 2003 U. S.
mlitary action in Iraq.
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13. (U U.S. citizen Josh Rushing was a CENTCOM based U. S.
Marine Corps |ieutenant assigned to escort the docunentary
crew, and Hassan Ibrahim a UK citizen of Sudanese origin
who has been enployed by Al Jazeera since its founding in
1996, was an editor at the Al Jazeera Doha studi os.

Rushi ng' s unexpectedly extensive comentary in the
docunentary on events related to the U S. military action in
Irag was reportedly not well viewed by his chain of conmand
and he subsequently resigned fromthe Marine Corps. He and
Hassan, who devel oped a friendship as a result of their

i nteraction during the documentary, are now both enpl oyees
of Al Jazeera International.

4. (SBU) The pilot programfilmed with Enbassy participation
in Doha on Septenber 2 is reportedly one of several pilots
for the sane show, including one filmed in Washington | ast
sunmer with the participation of NEA/PD Al berto Fernandez.
The pilots are not intended for broadcast. Their purpose,
according to producers, is to “try out' the format of the
proposed new program Producers intend to have Josh in

Washi ngt on and Hassan in Doha, |inked by satellite, with one
guest per show. Producers hope that the two hosts,
interacting with their guest fromdifferent cultural and

phi | osophi cal perspectives, will create an unusual dynam c
for the program

15. (SBU) While post did not consider the "guinea-pig pilot
program appropriate for the Anbassador, we did want to
establish a link to the new channel and of fered Pol/Econ

Chi ef Rob Pyott as a substitute. The offer was eagerly
accepted, and filnming took place on Septenber 2 at the Al
Jazeera studios in Doha. Josh flew to Doha from Washi ngton
for the event.

The show. needs work

16. (SBU) Hassan and Josh are clearly still amateur anchors
and will need considerable practice to present a nore

prof essi onal and engaging program It was agreed that the
program woul d deal with U S. support for reformin the
region, with focus on MEPI. Rob made commendabl e efforts to
keep the dial ogue on track and answered all questions
appropri ately. However, Hassan brought up issues such as
Iraq, elections in Egypt and the Arab-Israeli conflict in a
haphazard manner, preventing any kind of neani ngful analysis
or sustai ned exchange. He has both strong Arab nationali st
feelings and a strong personality. This conbination

underm ned the intended structure of the show and

mar gi nal i zed Josh's role.

17. (SBU) Although the resulting programlacked quality, the

at nrosphere before, during and after the filnming was cordial.
The AJI staff as yet have no facilities of their own (their
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studi os are under construction here in Doha) and are
“canping' at A Jazeera Arabic's facilities. The two
producers we worked with were UK citizen Caroline Anstey, a
docunentary maker who says she has made docunentaries for
the BBC and Nati onal Geographic anong ot hers; and Robb Wod,
an Anerican citizen based in Washi ngton. Anstey has
relocated to Doha with her husband, who is al so enpl oyed by
AJl. Both Anstey and Wod appeared to be young, anbitious

pr of essi onal s.

Beheadi ngs and tapes: key issues

18. (SBU) At an 8/29 famliarization nmeeting with Enboffs
prior to the filmng, both Josh and Hassan tal ked about the
criticismthey habitually face, as enpl oyees of Al Jazeera
International, fromnon-Arab interlocutors. They said such
criticismusually focuses on two questions. One is whether
Al Jazeera has ever shown beheadings. (Both nen strongly
deni ed that that the channel has ever done such a thing,
asserting it has al ways stopped tapes prior to the actua
nmorment of execution). The other issue is Al Jazeera's
mysterious access to Al Qaeda tapes. Hassan insisted that
the tapes reach Al Jazeera through anonynous sources. Prior
to Septenber 11, 2001, the tapes were sent through the nai
or via DHL, he said. Now he thinks they are sent via a
zipped file which is downl oaded in sonme unknown | ocation (he
specul ated Morocco) and subsequently passed to Al Jazeera.
He did not el aborate on the nmechanismused in this |ast

st age.

18. (SBU) The purpose of Enbassy participation in the pilot
was to show sone initial openness to AJl and to get to know
sonme of the personalities involved. Having achi eved these
obj ectives, we will continue to observe and report on AJl's
birth.

UNTERMEYER
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CONFI DENT 1 AL SECTION 01 OF 05 DOHA 001593
SI PDI' S

| NFO NSC FOR ABRAMS, DODY OSD FOR SCHENKER AND MATHENY,
LONDON FOR ARAB MEDI A OFFI CE

E. O 12958: DECL: 09/17/2010
TAGS: KPAO PREL PTER QA ALJAZEERA

SUBJECT: 9/17 MEETING WTH AL JAZEERA MANAG NG DI RECTOR

REF: A. DCOHA 1264
B. THORNE- EMBASSY DOHA EMAI L 9/ 8/ 05

Classified By: Charge d' Affaires Scott MGehee for reasons 1.4 (b&d)

1. (SBU) Summary: PAO nmet 9/ 17 with Wadah Khanfar, Managi ng
Director of Al Jazeera (AJ). The follow ng topics were

di scussed:
Articles )
_ Para 2: Khanfar's view of GAOT;

Brazil Para 3: A newentity: "The Al Jazeera Network"

Sri Lanka Paras 4-7. Al Jazeera's relations with Arab governnents
United Kingdom (including lraq's);
Sweden Paras 5. USG AJ relations; _
Global Paras 9-22: DIA's "unclassified snippets”;

United States
Latin America

Egypt
Jordan
Yemen

Thailand

Browse latest releases
2011/08

Browse by creation date

Para 23: AJ's Madrid correspondent, Taysir Alluni.
End sumary.

Khanfar's vi ew of GAOT

2. (SBU) A Pal estinian with Jordanian citizenship, Khanfar
has been enployed by AJ for the | ast eight years, having
joined it a year after its establishnment and beconi ng

managi ng director in October 2003. Khanfar gave his views on
U S policy inthe region and vis a vis Al Jazeera, noting
that until 9/11 Al Jazeera was regarded by the USG and the

http://wikil eaks.org/cable/2005/09/05DOHA 1593.html (1 of 8)9/21/2011 5:18:05 PM


http://wikileaks.org/support.html
http://wikileaks.org/index.html
http://wikileaks.org/index.html
http://wikileaks.org/index.html
http://wikileaks.org/cable/2005/09/General-says-Brazil-should-get.html
http://wikileaks.org/cable/2005/09/Sri-Lankan-President-s-alleged-war.html
http://wikileaks.org/cable/2005/09/Iraq-Inquiry-told-to-protect-US.html
http://wikileaks.org/cable/2005/09/Har-blir-vi-blasta.html
http://wikileaks.org/cable/2005/09/Wikileaks-Statement-on-the-9-Month.html
http://wikileaks.org/cable/2005/09/Test,32.html
http://wikileaks.org/cable/2005/09/Latin-America-Clinton-probes.html
http://wikileaks.org/cable/2005/09/Egypt-Cable-from-Imprisoned.html
http://wikileaks.org/cable/2005/09/Jordan-Jordanian-budget-spent-on.html
http://wikileaks.org/cable/2005/09/Yemen-President-Handpicked-Winning.html
http://wikileaks.org/cable/2005/09/Thailand-s-Moment-of-Truth-Part,110.html
http://wikileaks.org/static/html/faq.html
http://wikileaks.org/date/2005-09_0.html
http://wikileaks.org/reldate/2011-08-30_0.html
http://wikileaks.org/classification/1_0.html
http://wikileaks.org/origin/140_0.html
http://wikileaks.org/tag/KPAO_0.html
http://wikileaks.org/tag/PREL_0.html
http://wikileaks.org/tag/PTER_0.html
http://wikileaks.org/tag/QA_0.html
http://wikileaks.org/tag/ALJAZEERA_0.html

Cable Viewer

66 72 737578 79 85 86
87 88 899091929394
9596 97 98 99 00 01 02
0304 0506 07 08 09 10

Browse by origin

ABCDFGHIJKLM
NOPQRSTUVWYZ

Browse by tag

ABCDEFGHIJKL
MNOPQRSTUVW
XYZ

Browse by classification

CONFIDENTIAL
CONFIDENTIAL//
NOFORN
SECRET
SECRET//NOFORN
UNCLASSIFIED
UNCLASSIFIED//FOR
OFFICIAL USE ONLY

Community resources

Follow us on Twitter
Check our Reddit
Twitter this
Digg this page
Contact us on IRC

courage is contagious

western world as a great asset and synbol of progress in the
region. Follow ng 9/11, Khanfar said the the USG s

di stinction between a war on terror and a war on |slam has
not filtered down to the grass roots in the Arab world. He
said the term nology "War on Terror" is unfortunate because
t he phenomenon it is designed to describe does not match
conventi onal conceptions of war - with a beginning, a
definabl e period of action, and an end. Khanfar referred to
recent conmments by Deputy Secretary Zoellick in which the
latter referred to the "Struggl e Against Violent Extrem sm™"
This fornul ation better neets the reality of the situation
and avoi ds the polarizing affect of a phrase |ike "The War on
Terror," said Khanfar. A key post-9/11 USG m stake was to
take a page from Gsana bin Laden's book and divide the world
into two canps - "either with us, or against us," he added.
Al Jazeera falls in neither canp nor - as a nenber of the
international Fourth Estate with analytical and critica
responsibilities - should it, said Khanfar

New. The Al Jazeera Network

13. (U According to Khanfar, the Al Jazeera group has

recently established the Al Jazeera Network (AJN), a |egal
entity that will oversee the grow ng nunber of Al Jazeera

of fshoots. AJNwi Il retain the sane executive | eadership
(chaired by Shei kh Hanad bin Thanmer) as AJ and its role wll
be to ensure consistency of quality and nessage across the

di fferent offshoots, which now include Al Jazeera Arabic, A
Jazeera International (Ref A), Al Jazeera Children's Channel
(septel reporting), A Jazeera Sports and Al Jazeera
Docurmentary, plus the AJ website, the Al Jazeera Mdia

Trai ning Center in Doha and the new Al Jazeera Center for
Research and Studies. The latter, recently established in
prem ses here in Doha, is a think-tank intended to analyze
political, econonic, social and other devel opments in the
region froman "insider's viewpoint." There are few, if any,
credible think-tanks in the region that play this role, said
Khanfar. The Center has recently opened under the | eadership
of Mustafa Sawaq, an Al gerian professor of English literature
who until recently was a correspondent in Al Jazeera's London
Bureau. Regarding Al Jazeera International, Khanfar said that
AJ and AJlI are currently in talks to deternmi ne the nature and
extent of editorial collaboration between the two.

Al Jazeera's thorny rel ationshi ps

4. (SBU) PAO asked Khanfar how he views AJ-USG rel ati ons.
Khanfar prefaced his response by noting that tension
characterizes Al's relations with many governnents, not just
the USG He listed Iraq, Iran, Al geria, Mrocco, Sudan and
Egypt as current exanples. He described as an aside AJ's
problenms with Al geria, saying they began when an AJ interview
with President Bouteflika was unexpectedly term nated because
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of breaking news, offending Bouteflika, who then cut off
relations with AJ. AJ is in negotiations with Algeria to
re-establish its presence in Algiers, and Khanfar inplied
that Bouteflika has nade a repeat interviewwith hima
condition of noving forward. Concerning Tunisia, Khanfar said
A) is free to visit Tunisia to report as stories devel op but
wants to establish a permanent correspondent in Tunisia. So
far the Tunisian government has said it would grant a |icense
only to a specific individual proposed by the governnent, an
of fer that AJ cannot accept, said Khanfar. On the other hand,
he said, AJ has recently re-established its presence in
Kuwait and has opened up offices for the first time in
Bahrain and UAE. The only @ulf country where AJ is not

present now is Saudi Arabia.

Rel ations with the USG

15. (C Concerning relations with the USG Khanfar said they
were transformed by 9/11 and the subsequent US nmilitary
action in Iraq. Both sides have made ni stakes, he said,
noting that the past nine years have represented a | earning
process for Al Jazeera, one that renmi ns ongoing. A turning
point in USG AJ rel ations was reached earlier this year when
detai |l ed, practical exchanges began to take place between the
two sides. AJ remmins open to such input and indeed wel cones
it, said Khanfar. "W have been nore able to respond since we
have received input. It is now a practical discussion, a nuch
nore healthy relationship,” he said. There is nore optimsm
now at Al Jazeera concerning the future of USG AJ rel ations,
however, he said, one USG perception that holds things back
is that AJ has espoused a specifically anti-American
strategy, so that each negligent nistake or evidence of bias
by an individual reporter or anchor is viewed through this
optic as part of a larger editorial conspiracy. "A Jazeera
is not there to be anti-American," said Khanfar. "Absolutely
not."

Al Jazeera and Iraq?

6. (C) PAO asked for an update on AlJ's status in Iraq.
Khanfar responded that the Iraqgi governnent had responded to
AJ's request to return to Baghdad by setting "unacceptable
conditions”, including requiring AJ to sign on to restrictive
gui del i nes governing reporting on issues relating to ethnic
and sectarian groups. He said that in his opinion both the
Kurdi sh and Sunni representation in the lIraqi governnent
woul d be fine with AJ returning to Baghdad, but that the key
opposition comes from Shi'a representative Abdel Aziz A
Haki m of the Suprene Council for the Islamic Revolution in
Irag, who is in turn influenced by Tehran, said Khanfar.

7. (SBU) Ironically, as well as the ire of governnents, AJ
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sometinmes sinultaneously attracts the ire of extremi sts such
as Al Qaeda's Al Zargaw , said Khanfar, recalling that a
recent prominent AJ news headline was "Runsfeld and Al
Zarqawi Attack Al Jazeera."

Daily quality assurance neeting

18. (C Khanfar noted that he holds a daily 1pmneeting with
an AJ quality assurance teamentrusted with inplenenting Al's
code of ethics and conduct, which views and anl ayzes all Al
Jazeera programm ng, |ooking for |apses in professionalism
bal ance and objectivity. "That neeting is very tight, tighter
even than your list," said Khanfar. He noted that great
progress has been achieved in many areas, particularly in

di scouraging reporters frominserting their own opinions into
their field reports and in discouraging the use of

val ue-1 aden | anguage (e.g. "resistance" vs "nilitary groups"
or "occupation" vs "multinational force"). "Were there is a
probl em -- whether we learn about it fromyou, fromour QA
team or from another source -- we fix it imediately," said
Khanfar. Anchors and reporters are subject to a range of

di sciplinary actions for violating the AJ code of ethics and
conduct, including being pulled froma particular program or
beat, he said.

Reaction to DIA's "uncl assified snippets" on Al reporting in
July

19. (©) PAOraised DIA' s nost recent unclassified snippets
(Ref B) and asked for Khanfar's conments. Due to constraints
of time, only sone itens were discussed. (Note: Per Ref B
instructions, PAO did not |leave a hard copy of the points

wi th Khanfar, but told himthat a hard copy had been |eft
with the MFA. Khanfar conplai ned that the MFA can take "two
or three weeks" to send things over. Post recomends that

NEA/ ARPI seek pernission to |leave a hard copy of these points
with Khanfar in future. He clearly takes them seriously and
both sides would benefit fromhimhaving time and leisure to
study and respond to themin a tinmely fashion. End note.) PAO
began the di sussion by saying that although a sustained
reduction in negative news coverage has been noted overall in
the | ast several nonths, the USG renai ns concerned about Al's
conti nued broadcasting of insurgent-provided videos and
airing of provocative interviews.

Rati onale for airing insurgent-provided tapes

110. (C) Khanfar said this is a thorny problemw th which A
Jazeera continues to westle. As of now, the policy is as
foll ows: Each insurgent-provided tape should nmeet specific
standards before any portion of it is aired, he said. The
aired portion nmust be newsworthy; the material should not
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speak agai nst specific people or organizations by nane; and
the aired portion nmust be placed in a critical analysis
context by the program For exanple, the nost recent tape of
Al Qaeda operative Al Zawahiri (dealing with the London
attacks) was radically cut in broadcasting. "The tape was 28
mnutes long and we aired two mnutes," said Khanfar. Those
two minutes contained practical information concerning the
bonbi ngs, while the remainder was abstract commentary on
Islam the teachings of the Koran and reflections on Arab
regimes. Also: "Airing these tapes is a way of denystifying
the whol e Al Qaeda nystique," said Khanfar. "The audi ence
sees that these are issues you can criticize, and this does
increase rationality in the audi ence."

July 27: Interviewwith Ai Belhadj of FIS

111. (U) DI A snippet: "On 27 July 2005, al-Jazeera interviewed

Al'i Bel hadj, deputy chairman of the Islamc Sal vation Front
(FI'S) in Algeria about the recent murder of Al gerian

di plomats in Iraq by Abu-Mis'ab al -Zarqgawi,s group. Rather
than condeming the terrorist action, Bel hadj said that,
"there is no solution to the occupation except through jihad
and resistance. There is a gateway for freedomwhich is
based on bl oodshed... | ampraying to God Alnmighty to help
them conquer the occupation and the enemes...' After the
interview, Al gerian authorities arrested Bel hadj for inciting
vi ol ence. "

112. (C Khanfar's response: AJ categorically opposes the

ki dnappi ng of civilians, whatever their nationality, and when
AJ includes kidnappings in its news programmng, attenpts to
do so in ways that will lead to a positive resolution for
victins. In this case, said Khanfar, AJ was told by Bel hadj
that he wi shed to broadcast a plea to the kidnappers to

rel ease the Al gerian diplomat. However, he did not live up to
this agreenent and instead stated his support for the

ki dnapping while on air. "Wien we realized he was not sendi ng
the nessage we agreed on, we cut himoff," said Khanfar

"That was at 4pm the programwas |live. W then worked
quickly to invite people to discuss his statenents,

di sagreeing with him and that was broadcast at 9:30pmthe
sanme day."

113. (C Policy on kidnapping videos: Khanfar noted that AJ
used to broadcast ki dnappi ng vi deos as they were received,

i ncluding the voices of both kidnappers and victins, but has
now devel oped a specific nore limted policy concerning such
tapes. No nore than 10-second segnents are now broadcast,
with no sound used fromthe tape - only conments by the
anchor. "Mst networks do the sane, including BBC and Fox and
soneti nes our standard is even higher than theirs," said
Khanf ar .

July 27: Interview with Abu-Muhamrad al - Maqdi si
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114. (U) DI A snippet: "On 5 July 2005, al-Jazeera interviewed
Abu- Muhanmad al - Maqdi si, recently released fromprison in
Jordan, who cl aimed that Abu-Mis'ab al -Zarqawi was not the
"murderer portrayed by news agencies' but a 'brother who is
concerned about religion and ....devoted and kind to his
brethren.' Al -Jazeera nade no nmention of al-Zargawi,s |etha
attacks in Iraqg."

115. (C Khanfar's response: "W should have been rewarded for
interviewing Al Maqgdisi!" Khanfar said Al Maqdisi was the
spiritual |leader of Al Qaeda's Al Zarqawi. During the course
of his inprisonnent in Jordan, he revised many of his
religious beliefs and reversed his position on key Al Qaeda
poi nts of doctrine. After being released, he gave a full-page
interviewto Al Hayat newspaper, detailing the ways in which
his beliefs had changed, including the fact that he no | onger
beli eved that Islam c teachings support the killing of
civilians, and this encouraged AJ to showcase him Although
he spoke in praise of Al Zargawi in the July 27 AJ interview,
the praise was a preface to catal oguing his disagreenent with
Al Zargawi 's nodus operandi, said Khanfar. Follow ng the
interview, Al Zargawi issued a tape criticizing Al Maqdi si
and Al Jazeera, and saying the former had been brai nwashed in
prison. "The interview created havoc in Al Qaeda circles, it
shed light on these Islanmic issues and started an inportant

t heol ogi cal debate!" said Khanfar

July 13: Suicide car bonber attack kills 28 children

116. (U) DI A snippet: "On 13 July 2005 a suicide car bonber
attack in Baghdad killed 28 children in a Shia nei ghborhood.
Al -Jazeera reporter Walid Khalid accurately reported that the
car 'exploded before reaching US forces.' However, a
-Jazeera reported that the attack killed only four civilians
wi t hout nentioning the deaths of the children. Al-Jazeera
downpl ayed a terrorist attack that killed numerous Iraq
children.”

117. (C Khanfar's response: "I noticed that report and
interfered to fix it," said Khanfar. AJ was criticized for
the omssion in that report by at |east two other Arab
newspapers, he said. He said that AJ has a policy of
doubl e- sourci ng anyt hing out of Iraq (since they do not have
a bureau there) but that initial reports of that attack were
bot h uncl ear and contradictory. Once the confusion was sorted
out, AJ did report on the deaths of the children, said
Khanf ar .

118. (C) On downpl aying insurgent atrocities: Khanfar
categorically denied that AJ has a policy of downpl aying or
under-reporting attacks on civilians, citing its prom nment
headl i ne and reporting on the recent attack on a Shi'a nobsque
i n Baghdad as just one exanpl e.
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July 6: Interview w th Miuthanna al - Dari

119. (U) DI A snippet: "On 6 July 2005, al-Jazeera intervi ewed
Dr. Mithanna al-Dari fromthe Association of Mislim Schol ars
(AVMS), who clained that 'occupation forces arrested people
and tied them down to expl osives and bl ew them up before
turning themover to their famlies the next day as

di smrenbered bodi es. Nobody tal ks about these things.'

Al -Jazeera regularly interviews al-Dari and allows his
extrem st views to go unchal |l enged. "

120. (C Khanfar response: "Al -Dari holds a prom nent position
and is a well-established personality in the mainstream He
is constantly interviewed in the Arabic press -- you can see
hi m everywhere and not just on Al Jazeera." Secondly, Khanfar
said, as soon as al-Dari made that remark on the live show,
AJ nade strenuous efforts to locate a U. S. spokesperson to
provi de an opposing viewpoint. "W tried four times," said
Khanfar. No one at CENTCOM woul d go on the record to
contradict A Dari, he said. "This happens all the tinme. W
are live, 24 hours, seven days a week, we cannot anticipate
when sonmeone will say sonmething extrene like that. W have to
be able to get comments fast. We get tired of dialing. They
promi se to get back to us and they don't."

July 23: "Behind the News" - on the London bonbi ngs

121. (U) DI A snippet: "On al-Jazeera,s 'Behind the News'
program broadcast on 23 July, all three guests blamed US and
British inperialistic policies for the London bonmbings -- not
the terrorists. One guest suggested that Usama bin Ladin had
alegitimte reason to fight 'the Wstern onsl aught."'"

122. (SBU) Khanfar's response: He could not recall the episode
in question but promsed to look intoit. "I take this
seriously because | amresponsible for this program" he

said. (Note: It appears that the programis a special project
of his. End note.)

Taysir Alluni

123. (SBU) PAO asked about the status of Al Jazeera
correspondent Taysir Alluni, who was re-arrested in Madrid on
9/ 16. Khanfar said that the re-arrest is nornmal judicial
procedure in Spain, preceding the issuance of a verdict in

Al luni's case, expected on 9/18. He said a teamof A Jazeera
| awyers had traveled to Spain and were optimstic that the
remai ni ng charge agai nst Al luni would be dropped and he woul d
be rel eased.

124. (C) Khanfar canme across as energetic, articulate and
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thoughtful. He is clearly committed to bringing Al Jazeera up
to professional international standards of journalism and
(whi |l e enphasi zing that USG criticismis just one source of

i nput anong nany) seens to be not only open to criticismbut
to welcone it. He insisted on the need for a healthy tension
between AJ and its critics -- the tension that he said should
natural |l y exist between any news-gathering source and its
objects of focus. He seens to be a practical individual, and
clearly nmuch prefers dealing with criticismthat details
dates and times and specific instances of |apses in

prof essionalism rather than broader abstractions. He
appears very famliar with and closely involved in nmonitoring
the daily content of Al Jazeera's progranmm ng. He encouraged
PAO to neet with the head of the AJ quality assurance
departnent and we will take himup on this offer in the days
to cone.

MCGEHEE
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CONFI DENT 1 AL SECTION 01 OF 02 DOHA 001734
SI PDI' S

STATE FOR NEA/ PD, NEA/ ARP
| NFO NSC FOR ABRAMS, DODY OSD FOR SCHENKER AND MATHENY
LONDON FOR ARAB MEDI A OFFI CE

E. O 12958: DECL: 10/13/2010

TAGS: PREL KPAO QA ALJAZEERA

SUBJECT: ENMBASSY DEMARCHES ON OBJECTI ONABLE AL JAZEERA
VEBSI TE MATERI AL

REF: A VH TTLESEY- DOHA EMAI L 10/ 13
O assified By: Anbassador Chase Unternmeyer, Reasons 1.4 (bé&d)

1. (© Sunmary: Ambassador and PAO nmet separately 10/13 with
G0Q and Al Jazeera officials to express USG objections to
material published recently on Al Jazeera's website

(ww. al jazeera.net) relating to the recent visit of US Karen
Hughes to the region. Al Jazeera's website director

acknow edged that sone of the material was unacceptabl e as
publ i shed and had been changed on his instructions. Al the
materi al has now been renoved fromthe website. End summary.

12. (C) The material in question was a piece entitled
"Improving Amrerica's Inmage: Were to?" It consisted of an

i ntroduction and four sections (including photos) entitled
“Mani festations,” "Causes,"” "American Tools," and "Karen
Hughes." The stated purpose of this piece was to "review the
reasons and mani festations of enmty to Washington that is
spreadi ng anong Arab and | sl ami c peoples.”

13. (O Anbassador raised the objectionable website content
during a 10/ 13 neeting with Abdulla Al -Jaber, Acting Director
of the European and Anericas Department of the Mnistry of
Foreign Affairs. The Anbassador stressed that this was the
sort of irresponsible reporting that produced problens and
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tensions in relations between Qatar and the United States.
The Anbassador al so nade reference to the nost recent DA
anal ysis of Al -Jazeera broadcasts, noting that the incidence
of objectionable content had increased after several nonths
of relative inprovenent.

14. (C) PAO met separately 10/13 with Abdul aziz Al Mahnoud,
chief editor of Al Jazeera website. Drawing on Ref A points
PAO objected to the slide show s depiction of the 9/11
attacks as a "manifestation" of "enmty" in the Arab world
toward US policies, enphasizing that those attacks were
cowardly acts carried out by a handful of terrorists with no
regard for human life. PAO also rejected the slide show s
assertion that USG sanctions had caused "the starvation of

t housands of Arabs and Muslims," noting that the US is the

| argest donor of energency food supplies in the world. PAO
al so took issue with and contradicted the slide show s
assertion of "US. control of the Arabs' wealth and oil" and
noted that the section entitled "Tools" (referring to the
public diplonmacy tools that the US has used in the Arab

worl d) gave a narrow, distorted view of such US actions,

i ncl udi ng onmi ssion of any mention of the USrole in
liberating Muslinms in Bosnia, Kosovo, Kuwait, Afghanistan or
Irag, or the large scale of USG assistance in Darfur and
South Asia, and the fact that the USis the |argest donor to
the Pal estinian people. PAO noted that the slide show
appeared to have been renpved fromthe website and requested
confirmation of the fact. PAO al so encouraged Al Mahnoud to
draw on the many i nformation resources available to him and
his staff via the Public Affairs Section, and left hima
folder with fact sheets and links relating to USG assi stance
in the region, including USG energency aid and details of USG
exchange prograns.

5. (© A Mhmoud had clearly been expecting PAOto raise the
website material and was ready with his response. He said the
slide show had not been renpved, but had migrated (as is
normal with front page material) into the archives (Note: It
has now apparently been conpletely renmoved. End note). He
concurred with the points PAO raised and noted that the
website material had been brought to his attention by the
managi ng editor. He had reviewed the slide show and requested
changes be made. Most notably, he said, he had ordered that
the picture of the starving African child be renoved and t hat
the nmention of "US. control of Arab wealth and oil" be
anmended. "A nistake was made, and it has been fixed," he
said. He urged PAOto |look again at the slide showto verify
if the changes made the slide show | ess objectionable.

16. (C) PAO subsequently attenpted to retrieve the archived
slide show fromthe website w thout success and, a coupl e of
hours after the nmeeting, Al Mahnoud called to say that the
slide show had in fact been conpletely renoved fromthe
website on orders from Al Jazeera's managi ng director, Wadah
Khanfar. (Note: Post surm ses that Wadah had in turn been
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i nfluenced by the Anbassador's MFA neeting earlier in the
day. End Note).

The Website Director

17. (C) Abdelaziz Al Mahnmoud is U. S.-educated, having

graduated with a degree in Mechani cal Engi neering from New
York State's C arkson University. He also served in the Roya
Air Force and participated in nunerous training sessions both
in the US and the UK. He gave several hunorous descriptions
of life at Al Jazeera, including a lively inmtation of the
weekly editorial commttee neeting (headed by Wadah Khanfar)
he attends and the role of "wasda" (influence/nepotisn) in A
Jazeera/ Qatari/Qulf affairs.

18. (© A Mhnoud said that until April he had been
responsi ble for both the English and the Arabic websites, but
that now the English website was the responsibility of Al
Jazeera International. "There is no relationship whatsoever
bet ween the English and the Arabic website,” he said. He
expressed his disapproval of this state of affairs, saying
that with the new AJl TV channel, Al Jazeera had beconme a
four-headed entity, and the result was "chaos" he said,

di sapprovingly. He told PAO that the AJ website follows the
AJ TV channel in terns of its lead story and in terns of the
general issues of focus. The website has a sl ower pace than
the TV station, however, and is nore oriented to in-depth
analysis. He said his staff is currently working on a "huge"
analysis of the Iraqgi constitution and related issues. The
website is continuously updated, and publishes a 100 news
itens a day, which nmakes it one of the | argest news websites
in the world, said Al Mahnoud.

19. (O Comment: Al Mahmoud is clearly very wary of attracting
negative attention fromhis chain of conmand, and is aware
that an irritated USG neans trouble for him He urged PAOto
call himdirectly any tine the Enbassy observes troubling
material on the website. End commrent.

UNTERMEYER
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CONFI DENT 1 AL SECTION 01 OF 02 DOHA 001765
SI PDI' S

STATE FOR NEA/ PD, NEA/ ARP
| NFO NSC FOR ABRAMS, DODY OSD FOR SCHENKER AND MATHENY
LONDON FOR ARAB MEDI A OFFI CE

E. O 12958: DECL: 10/19/2010
TAGS: PREL KPAO QA ALJAZEERA

SUBJECT: PAO MEETI NG W TH AL JAZEERA MANAG NG DI RECTCOR

REF: A. THORNE- EMBASSY DCHA 10/18 EMAI L
B. THORNE- NANTONGO 10/ 18 EMAI L EXCHANGE

Classified By: Anbassador Chase Unterneyer, Reasons 1.4 (bé&d)

1. (©) Summary: PAO net 10/19 with Al Jazeera Managi ng
Direct or Wadah Khanfar to discuss the |latest DI A report on Al
Jazeera and disturbing Al Jazeera website content. Khanfar is
preparing a witten response to the DI A points fromJuly,
August and Sept enber whi ch should be avail able during the
com ng week. Khanfar said the nost recent website piece of
concern to the USG has been toned down and that he woul d have
it renoved over the subsequent two or three days. End
sunmary.

12. (C) Per Ref A, PAO gave Khanfar a hard copy of DA s
uncl assified snippets fromJuly, August and Septenber.

SIPD S

Khanfar said he had recently received hard copies of the July
and August snippets via the MFA and was in the process of
preparing a witten response to them He said he would

i ncl ude Septenber's points in the report and pass it to PAO
during the course of the com ng week. "We need to fix the

net hod of how we receive these reports,” said Khanfar, noting
that he had found one of them (presumably sent fromthe M-A)
"on the fax machi ne.”
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DI A's uncl assified snippets for Septenber

13. (O PAO told Khanfar that despite an overall decrease in
negative coverage since February, the nmonth of Septenber
showed a worrying increase in such progranm ng over the
previ ous nonth. She summarized the |atest USG reporting on Al
Jazeera by noting that problens still remain with

doubl e-sourcing in lraq; identifying sources; use of
inflammatory | anguage; a failure to bal ance of extrem st

vi ews; and the use of terrorist tapes.

4. (C Having had an opportunity to review the July and
August reports, Khanfar said he had several observations to
make. On a semantic | evel, he objected to the use of the word
"agreenent” as used in the August report on the first page,
under the heading "Violence in Irag", where a sentence reads:
"In violation of the station's agreenent several nonths ago
with US officials etc". "The agreenent was that it was a

non- paper," said Khanfar. "As a news organi zati on, we cannot
sign agreenents of this nature, and to have it here like this
inwiting is of concern to us."

15. (© He then said that broadly, the reports' points fel
into three categories. "Sone are sinple mstakes which we
accept and address," he said. In the second category, he
said, are points that are taken in isolation and out of
context by the USG report. "This report takes bits and pieces
froma whole thing and does not give the context," he said,
noting that in sone instances during the AJ broadcasti ng day,
a conment nade or position taken by one person may be

bal anced with a different comment or position later in the
same show or |ater on during the sane day. Since Al Jazeera
is live 24 hours a day, seven days a week, it is not always
possi bl e to provi de needed bal ance at the nmonment itself, he
said. The report, he said, fails to note where bal ance was
achieved in the followi ng news hour, for exanple, or later on
the same day. Thirdly, said Khanfar, there are points on

whi ch resol uti on does not seem possi ble, such as the use of
terrorist tapes. "W have always said that we are going to
use these tapes and we will continue to use them The
guestion is how. None of the tapes are used just like that,"
he said, meaning that they are reviewed for newsworthi ness
and are edited. Concerning the use of inflanmatory |anguage,
Khanfar said the station's concern is with the |Ianguage used
by its own reporters and anchors. No station staff nenber is
permtted to use | oaded vocabul ary. The reports' focus on
inflammatory | anguage is on that used by non-A Jazeera

i nterviewees, he pointed out. "How can | control what these
peopl e say? | can only control Al Jazeera staff. Al we can
do is try to balance what these people say in other parts of
the program" he said.

16. (C Conmenting on the reports overall, he said they | acked
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bal ance in that they only focus on the negative. "A report
i ke this should have both sides," he said. "It does not
report the voice we have given to American spokespeopl e over
the recent past,"” he said. "W do not always find a nmlitary
spokesnan, for exanple, but we are trying our best, and we
have sone success. This is not nmentioned." Speaking of Al
Jazeera's coverage of the Iraqgi referendum he said the
station provided 12 hours of continuous coverage, which
featured voices fromall those vested in the process --
Kurds, Shia, Sunni, Anericans, Britons and others. "I would
really like to see that in next nonth's report,"” he said.
Khanfar repeated that he would respond in nore detail to al
three reports over the coning days and pass the response to
PAQ.

Tr oubl esone website materi a

17. (©) PAO raised the question of an Al Jazeera website piece

published in the | ast week, |isted under the heading "Speci al
Coverage", and containing "Live Testinmony Concerning Tal
Afar". The site opens to an image of bl oody sheets of paper

riddled with bullet holes. Viewers click on the bullet holes
to access testinony fromten alleged "eye w tnesses" who
described recent mlitary operations in Tal Afar.

18. (O Khanfar said that, in accordance with an earlier
promi se to PAO (Ref B), he had taken a | ook at the piece and
had two i mages renoved (two injured children in hospita
beds, and a woman with serious facial injury). PAO pointed
out that the testinmony of a "doctor" in the piece also

i nplied that poison gas had been used on residents of Ta
Afar and that the appearance of the piece, in particular the
bl oody bull et hole icons, came across as inflanmatory and
journalistically questionable. Khanfar appeared to repress a
sigh but said he would have the piece renoved. "Not

i medi at el y, because that woul d be tal ked about, but over two
or three days," he said.

19. (C He said he had told the website staff that in future
when they want to add an itemto the "Special Coverage"
section of the website, they should send a draft of the idea
over to his office. (Note: The AJ website is located in a
separate building across town. End note.) He noted that unti
two or three nonths ago, the website staff had enjoyed nuch
nore autonomny. Now, however, website director Abdel Aziz A
Mahnmoud attends the weekly editorial meetings at the TV
channel offices, and the website staff is being pulled under
the unbrella of the sane editorial standards as the TV

channel . "I don't say that such things are not going to be
repeated on the website, but it is a |learning process," said
Khanf ar .

UNTERVEYER
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o CONFI DENT 1 AL SECTION 01 OF 02 DOHA 001786
SI PDI' S
STATE FOR NEA/ PD, NEA/ ARP

| NFO NSC FOR ABRAMS, DODY OSD FOR SCHENKER AND MATHENY
LONDON FOR ARAB MEDI A OFFI CE

t E.O. 12958: DECL: 10/25/2010

‘ TAGS: PREL KPAO QA ALJAZEERA
SUBJECT: MEETING W TH AL JAZEERA QUALI TY ASSURANCE CHI EF
REF: DOHA 1593

Classified By: Anbassador Chase Unterneyer, Reasons 1.4 (bé&d)

Currently released so far... 1. (© Sumary: PAO net 10/26 with Jaafar Abbas Ahned, the
251287 / 251,287 head of Al Jazeera's Quality Assurance unit. Abbas spoke
frankly of the difficulties the unit faces in encouraging the
Articles prof essionalization of Al Jazeera, including resistance and
hostility from AJ's ol der generation of journalists. He said
Brazil progress has been nade, however, and described AJ Managi ng
Sri Lanka Di rect or Wadah Khanfar as "a source of strength.” End sunmary.
Umtg(jveKér;%dom 2. (C) Jaafar Abbas Ahnmed, the head of Al Jazeera's Quality
Global Assurance (QA) unit, is a Sudanese national with | ong
. experience as a journalist, including work as a BBC reporter.
United States He told PAO he was bl acklisted by Sudan for 15 years as a
Latin America result of a report on Sudan for the BBC. He began worki ng
Egypt part-tine with Al Jazeera at its inception in 1996 and set up
Jordan the channel's QA unit in August 2004. He now works full tine
Yemen as the head of the QA unit, which is located in a villa in
Thailand Doha's West Bay area, across town fromthe AJ TV studi os.
Abbas said the separation is intended to underline and
safeguard the unit's independence. Abbas also wites
Browse latest releases newspaper columms for publications in Saudi Arabia, London,
5011/08 Sudan and Qatar. He said his colum was recently banned in
Sudan for six nonths but was reinstated a couple of weeks
ago.
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13. (O According to Abbas, the effort to professionalize Al
Jazeera is an uphill one and that although progress has been
made, "we still have a long way to go." The seven-nenber QA
staff nonitor the AJ TV channel 24 hours a day, with focus on
news broadcasts and tal k shows. Overview of the AJ website is
also in their purview but is not carried out systematically
due to linted staff resources. ("Sonetinmes we do a random

i nspection of the website, and we find all the rul es have
been conpletely ignored,"” he observed ruefully.)

15. (C) Abbas said the first step undertaken by the QA unit
after its founding in |late 2004 was the pronul gati on of the
Al Jazeera codes of conduct and ethics. Wrkshops were held
for the Al Jazeera staff to introduce and explain the new
codes; since then, the QA unit has been monitoring the
channel's performance in light of these codes. Abbas attends
the weekly editorial neetings and gives his input to senior
editors and producers "bluntly, to their faces," he said. The
QA unit also issues daily reports by enail on the day's
programmi ng, and when a big event happens, the QA unit will
record BBC and CNN coverage of the same event and conpare it
critically to AJ's coverage.

6. (C) He noted that his unit net with significant resistance
initially and were known informally among AJ staff as the
KGB, the CIA the FBI or ("the best one", said Abbas,

[ aughi ng) the Expedi ency Di scernnent Council of the System
(Note: The Iranian governnment watchdog conmittee headed by
former Iranian president Hashem Rafsanjani. End note.)

"“Thi ngs have i nproved now," he said. "People are becom ng
wary of our criticism W have producers, senior producers,
com ng over here to discuss our reports with us. W are |ike
a tunor -- a benign one -- that people are learning to live
with," he said, grinning. However, hostility still remains,
he said, and there are some AJ journalists who even now wil |
not return a casual greeting in the corridors.

17. (C The chief obstacle in professionalizing the channel is
that "old habits die hard," said Abbas. He estimated that the
AJ staff under his purview (all those who bear the title
"journalist", which include correspondents, reporters,
stringers, editors and producers) nunber not nore than 200.
While AJ started out with a significant nunber of ex-BBC
reporters, this cadre has shrunk over the years, attracted to
ot her channel s such as Al Arabiyya, Abbas said. He added that
only a handful remains. A majority of the remaining
journalismstaff are therefore ex-state TV reporters. They
may be brilliant, but the journalistic culture they have
absorbed is different fromthe one AJ is trying to cultivate,
Abbas expl ai ned. There is, for exanple, a cultural tendency
towards verbosity anong Arabs, anbng whomrhetoric is a
cherished and respected art. This tendency clashes with
standard journalistic practice, which encourages reporters to
avoid adjectives: If a particular event is "horrific", don't
say so but let pictures and statistics show that to your
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audi ence, he said.

18. (C) Abbas said that in his view there has been a definite
i nprovenent in Al Jazeera's overall performance since the
QA's inception fourteen nmonths ago. He said the newer,
younger reporters with | ess experience respond very well to
the AJ environment. The problemis with the ol der, nore
experienced journalists. The QA unit has had nore of an

i npact on AJ's news broadcasts than it has had on the AJ talk
shows, which are the domain of AJ's nore experienced
journalists. "Each of themthinks they are Cprah Wnfrey.
They think they don't need guidance,” he said, rolling his
eyes.

19. (O "W at A Jazeera need to develop our own style," he
said, pointing at a thick printout of the BBC s new style
guide lying on his desk. "There is an overlap between code of
conduct and style." For exanple, scenes of violence. How
should AJ air then? Close up? O only using |long shots? "Wat
seens gross in the US might not seemgross to an Arab viewer,
he said. "And we are an Arab channel, we focus on what is of
interest to the Arab viewer. The Arab viewer wants to see on
screen proof of Israeli brutality, soit is OKto show a dead
Pal estinian child, for exanple," he said. "If you don't show
these things, then they think you are participating in the
cover-up."

110. (C) Abbas al so tal ked about the controversy over the use
of the word "martyr" and the verbs associated with it.

Current AJ gui dance says the word may only be used in
association with events in Pal esti ne and nowhere el se, he
said. He described how AJ sent an adnmonitory fax two days ago
to the AJ bureau chief in Beirut who interspersed his report
on the release of the Mehlis report with mentions of the
"martyr" Rafik Al Hariri. Many in Al Jazeera think it is a
nmstake to allow the use of the word at all, even in
connection with Pal estinians, but that is an enotionally
charged topic in the Arab world and one it is too late to
wal k back, sai d Abbas.

111. (C) He said the QA unit is developing a conputer system
that will allow themto access with one click the record of
every AJ journalist: How many tinmes he has nade biased
remarks; what are his repeated m stakes; how many tinmes he
breached the code of conduct or ethics; and so on. "Then we
will have a say in the performance appraisal of the

enpl oyees, which affects all owances, annual increases, even
pronotions," Abbas said.

112. (C) The difficulties faced by the QA unit are many, but

it has cone to rely on AJ Managi ng Director Wadah Khanfar as
"a source of strength,” said Abbas. "He is behind us all the

way .
UNTERMEYER
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UNCLAS SECTI ON 01 OF 03 DOHA 001803

SI PDI S

SENSI Tl VE

STATE FOR NEA/ PD, NEA/ ARP

| NFO NSC FOR ABRAMS, DODY OSD FOR SCHENKER AND MATHENY

LONDON FOR ARAB MEDI A OFFI CE
TUNI'S AND ABU DHABI FOR MEPI COFFI CE

E.O 12958: N A
TAGS: PREL KPAO KMPI QA ALJAZEERA

SUBJECT: MEETING WTH AL JAZEERA MEDI A TRAI NI NG CENTER

DI RECTOR
Currently released so far...
251287 / 251,287 REF: DOHA 1786 AND PREVI QUS
Articles 1. (SBU) Summary: PAO nmet 10/31 with Mahrmoud Abdel Hadi,
_ Director of the Al Jazeera Media Training and Devel opnent
Brazil Center located in Doha, nowin its second year of operation.
Sri Lanka Abdel Hadi said the focus of the Center is regional and that
United Kingdom 1,500 Arab journalists have participated in the Center's
Sweden prograns this year, with training provided by British and
Global French journalisminstitutions. The Center has a devel opi ng

relationship with the University of Mssouri's School of

United States Journal i sm Abdel Hadi attended MEPI's October 2004 Media

Latin America Strategi es workshop in Abu Dhabi and said the Center is open
Egypt to cooperation with MEPI. End summary.
Jordan
Yemen 2. (SBU) Abdel Hadi reports directly to Al Jazeera Managi ng
Thailand Director Wadah Khanfar. A journalist of Palestinian origin,

Abdel Hadi came to Doha in 1998 to work for Islam Online.

(Note: A popular Islamic affairs website with w de

Browse latest releases i nternational readership headquartered in Doha, its titular
2011/08 head is Muslimcleric Yusuf Al Qaradawi. End note). He then

noved to Al Jazeera where he was instrunental in setting up

. the Al Jazeera website. In 2003, he began setting up the AJ
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Training Center, which he has directed since its inception in
early 2004.

13. (SBU) Abdel Hadi told PAO the AJ Training and Devel oprment

Center ("the Center") was formally established in February
2004 and is now approaching the end of its second year. Wth
20 permanent administrative staff, the Center occupies a

| eased villa in Doha's Al Sadd nei ghbor hood, pending
construction of a permanent site closer to the AJ studios in
the Markhiya area of Doha. The Center is well-equipped with
state of the art media technol ogy. The Center's nmission is
regional in scope and it conducts training and consultation
activities both in Doha and in other Arab countries. The
Center has no training staff of its own but inports trainers
on an as-needed basis fromvarious British/French/US
journalisminstitutions. The Center currently has nenoranda
of understanding with the UK s Thonson Foundati on and
France's "Ecol e Superieure de Journalisne de Lille," said
Abdel Hadi. He said the Center also has a relationship with
the University of Mssouri's School of Journalism (MJ

Prof essor Emeritus Roger Gafke is scheduled to teach a
train-the-trainers course at the Center in Doha on Novenber
20) and has recently proposed a nmenorandum of under standi ng
with Mssouri. The Center is also exploring possibility of
signing an MOU with Japan's NHK news service. In addition,
the Center conducts courses in cooperation with internationa
organi zations, such as a recent course in docunentary
production offered in cooperation with the Internationa
Center for Journalism (ICFJ). The Center's |anguage of
instruction is English, with interpretation provided as
needed for participants.

4. (SBU) According to its pronotional brochure, the Center's
overall missionis "to contribute to the devel opnent of Arab
and international nedia." The Center provides training and
consultation in television, radio, print media, e-journalism
nmedi a marketing, media planning and nedi a managemnent.
Training and consultation take place in Doha but the Center
al so designs and inplements progranms in the field. It has
conduct ed extensive training and consultation for Sudan

Tel evision, as well as programs in the UAE and Oman. Abdel
Hadi says he has visited both Yenen and Djibouti to design
progranms for their state nedia operations, although both
projects have run into funding problens. The Center is
non-profit and structures its fee schedule with the ai m of
breaki ng even, so it cannot provide free training, said Abde
Hadi. Training participants are al nost exclusively Arab
journalists, although the Center once ran a course for
journalists fromKyrgyzstan, sponsored and paid for by the
Qatar National Charity Association, he said.

15. (U Abdel Hadi provided the followi ng statistics for the
Center: 1,100 participants |last year; 1,500 participants this
year (in Doha and in the field); 67 courses conducted | ast
year; 105 courses conducted this year; 5 courses conducted
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outside Qatar |ast year; 12 courses outside Qatar this year.
The majority of the participants in the first year were A
Jazeera staff, but now nobst are non-Al Jazeera journalists.

MEPI Cooperati on?

6. (SBU) Under "Activities of the Center inits first year"

AJTDC s pronotional brochure prominently nmentions the fact
that the Center "participated in the workshop organi sed by
the Mddle East Partnership Initiative (MEPI) on nedia
strategies in the Mddl e East and North Africa." Abdel Had
said he nuch appreciated the strategi c approach taken by the
2004 MEPI wor kshop. He said strategic thinking on nedia
managenment and reformis nmuch needed in the region, where
very often donor countries nake di sparate and uncoordi nat ed
contributions to a problemthat really needs a conprehensive
strategy."You end up with I ots of workshops here and there,
but no results. To be successful with nmedia reform you have
to think strategically,” he said. He said the Center is
currently cooperating with UNESCO to produce a nodel nedia
law, for example. Once the nodel law is conpleted, the Center
woul d begin to think about strategies for introducing it into
Arab countries around the region. There would be
opportunities for cooperation with prograns such as MEPI
here, he said. Other opportunities for cooperation with MEP
nmi ght include assisting the inplenentation of progranms for
poorer countries in the region, such as the one designed by
the Center for Djibouti, which is currently stalled for |ack
of resources, he added.

Probl ens of the Arab nedia

7. (SBU) Despite mnor differences fromcountry to country,

the state of the Arab nedia is pretty nmuch the sane

t hroughout the region, said Abdel Hadi. To a great extent,
the Arab nedia is still stuck in the old mndframe which
operated on the assunption that the national audience could
be controlled through the state nedia. This is no |onger the
case, he said. The national audience has becone

i nternationalized, but nmedia nanagers in Arab countries are
failing to acknow edge and to deal with this change. They do
not understand the m ssion or the responsibility of the nedia
and continue to produce programing under the old paradi gm
which views state media as a propaganda apparatus for the
governnent and not a nedium for nonitoring governnent
performance. "The irony is, they are not neeting the goals of
their governnent by doing this," he said. Current media
managers do not undertake studies to analyze their

ef fectiveness in reaching their audi ence and never ask
"Should we offer a new proposal to the state?" he said. If,
for exanple, you find that you are spending 10 nillion
dollars to reach five percent of the national audience, and
those five percent are nerely watching the main news
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bulletin, "you have to recal cul ate. You should even consi der
‘to be or not to be' -- should we continue to exist?" But
this does not happen in the Arab world, he said. Media
managers sinply want to keep their jobs and don't want to
make changes that could jeopardize their jobs and the status
quo.

18. (SBU) Abdel Hadi noted that there is a definite

generati onal gap anong Arab journalists. In many cases, it's
too late for the ol der generation, he said. Changing m ndsets
requires a sweeping renoval of old ideas, and this is not
easy to acconplish. "It can be very discouraging to work with
ol der journalists, but what a joy to work with the younger
ones!" Abdel Hadi said. About 40 percent of the participants
who go through the Center are in their 30s or younger, and
these are the future of Arab journalism he observed. Sone of
them are di scouraged when they return to their hone countries
and are stopped frominplementi ng what they have | earned by
the ol der generation of managers, so the Center tries to run
a parallel track, reaching out to both journalists and to
their managers, to incul cate universally accepted standards
of journalism said Abdel Hadi

Pil gri mage visas for Al Jazeera staff

19. (SBU) Abdel Hadi noted in passing that it is next to

i npossible for Al Jazeera staff to obtain Saudi visas to
perform Umwa (the mnor pilgrinmge to Mecca) as private
citizens and that they also face significant difficulties in
getting regular Hajj pilgrinmge visas fromthe Saudis.

Al Jazeera Radio - 107.7 FM

110. (U) Abdel Hadi nentioned that Iive sound track for Al
Jazeera TV is available via FMradio in Doha on 107.7 FM
whi ch has proved to be the case, although signal quality is
somewhat choppy.

UNTERMEYER
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o CONFI DENT 1 AL DOHA 001937
SI PDI' S

STATE FOR NEA/ PD AND NEA/ ARPI, NSC FOR ABRAMS AND DOD/ OSD
FOR SCHENKER AND NMATHENY

E. O 12958: DECL: 12/06/2010

TAGS: PREL KPAO QA ALJAZEERA

SUBJECT: GOQ REQUESTS OFFI Cl AL EXPLANATI ON OF AL- JAZEERA
| SSUE

Classified By: Anbassador Chase Unterneyer, Reasons 1.4 (B AND D)

1. (C Text of diplomatic note received by Anbassador

Unt er mreyer on 4 Decenber 2005:
Currently released so far...

251287 / 251,287

Begi n Text:
UNOFFI Cl AL TRANSLATI ON

Articles
Brazil The M nistry of Foreign Affairs of the State of Qatar
Sri Lanka presents its conplinents to the State Departnent of the
United Kingdom United States of Anerica and has the honor to refer to the
Sweden news reported on 22 Novenmber 2005 by the British newspaper
Global "The Daily Mrror", that a Top Secret nemo fromthe O fice of

United States
Latin America

the British Prine Mnister Tony Blair which the paper was

able to obtain, stated that during his neeting with the Prine

Mnister M. Blair in the Wiite House on 16 April 2004,

Egypt President Bush was clear on his determ nation to bonb the
Jordan headquarters of Al -Jazeera Channel situated in Doha, and that
Yemen the British Prinme Mnister opposed that inclination as it
Thailand woul d have created a big problem Also, Al-Hayat Newspaper
reported on 23 Novenber 2005 the substance of what the paper
called "an Amrerican official"”, that "Anerica does not need to
Browse latest releases bonb Al -Jazeera Headquarters...if we wanted to put it out of

action, we could have sent two soldiers to prevent the staff

2011/08 fromentering it!

Browse by creation date The Governnment of the State of Qatar received these news with
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great concern and astoni shnent, since it specially pursues
its relations with the United States fromthe reality of deep
friendship and alliance. Accordingly, the Government of the
State of Qatar requests an official explanation of the

subj ect as soon as possi bl e because it touches upon the hard
core of Qatari Anerican relations which the State of Qatar is
keen to proceed with its developnment for the interests of the
two countries.

Wiile the Mnistry awaits the speedy response of the State
Departnent of the United States of Anerica, seizes once again
this opportunity to express its highest considerations.

End Text.

2. (C) Enbassy understands that this diplomatic note was
al so delivered by Anbassador Al-Khalifa to A/S Wl ch.

13. (C Anbassador's viewis that this matter warrants a nore
ful sonme USG public response than has been offered to date.
Such a statenent coul d underscore the absurdity of the

bonmbi ng statement attributed to the President by describing
the many strong and positive aspects of U S.-Qatari relations.

4. (C) Anbassador reconmmends that our official response to
the GOQ include the following elenments: 1) no attack on

Al - Jazeera has ever been planned; 2) it is inconceivable that
any mlitary action would be taken against a friendly nation
that hosts American nilitary and civilian personnel; and 3)
The GOQ is aware that U S. Governnent's approach to

Al -Jazeera is to encourage greater professionalismand

bal ance in its broadcasts.
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CONFI DENT 1 AL SECTION 01 OF 02 DOHA 001976
SI PDI' S

STATE FOR NEA/ PD, NEA/ ARP
| NFO NSC FOR ABRAMS, DODY OSD FOR SCHENKER AND MATHENY
LONDON FOR ARAB MEDI A OFFI CE

E. O 12958: DECL: 10/30/2010

TAGS: PREL KPAO QA ALJAZEERA

SUBJECT: DAS GRAY'S DECEMBER 1 MEETI NG WTH AL JAZEERA
MANAG NG DI RECTOR

REF: DOHA 1593
O assified By: Anbassador Chase Unternmeyer, reasons 1.4 (bé&d)

1. (© Summary: DAS Gray net with Al Jazeera Managi ng

Di rect or Wadah Khanfar Decenber 1 in Doha. Topics discussed
included the Daily Mrror story alleging President Bush

consi dered bormbing Al Jazeera offices in Doha; USG concerns
about Al Jazeera's professionalism and possible cooperation
inthe field of journalist exchanges with the USG Khanfar

al so nade a plea for senior USG appearances on Al Jazeera and
for USG support in re-opening Al Jazeera's Baghdad bureau.
End summary.

The Daily Mrror Story

2. (C) DAS Gray nmet with Khanfar Decenber 1 at the Al Jazeera

of fices in Doha. Also attending the neeting were Al Jazeera
Deputy Chi ef Editor Ayman Gabal | ah, NEA/ ARPI Desk O ficer
Shawn Thorne and PAO M renbe Nantongo. The neeting took place
upon Khanfar's return froma trip to London, where he had
sought w thout success an appointnent with Prime M nister
Blair concerning the | eaked classified neno all egedly

cont ai ni ng indications that President Bush considered bonbing
Al Jazeera's Doha headquarters in April 2004. Khanfar raised
the issue at the start of the neeting, telling DAS G ay
hurmorously that Al Jazeera had not been sure that the neeting
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with DAS Gray should be held at AJ offices "for your own
safety." DAS Gray responded by noting that the Wite House
di sm ssed the story, as had Prine Mnister Blair. Such

al | egati ons cannot be taken seriously, he said. The USG has
its differences with Al Jazeera, stemming fromthe latter's
| ack of professionalism but Administration officials do
appear on Al Jazeera - which also has a | ong-established
bureau in Washington - and the US is a strong supporter of
freedom of the press.

13. (© "W want to know the truth, we need either denial or

confirmation," said Khanfar. He said the story has generated
"pani c, specul ation and suspicion” anong Al Jazeera staffers
and has created an unconfortable environment. The effect has
al so been material, said Khanfar, clainmng that |andlords of
Al Jazeera bureaus overseas are now | ooki ng askance at their
tenants, and that insurance conpani es have been reconsi dering
their premunms. "I nyself have suspended judgnment until

know for sure that the discussion took place," said Khanfar.
(Note: The story, and specul ation concerning its veracity or

l ack thereof, continues to play in the |ocal press, nost
recently as a result of a Decenmber 10 semninar co-hosted in
Doha by Al Jazeera and the Qatar Red Crescent Society on the
role of journalists in enhancing respect for human rights.
Khanfar was a speaker at the conference and repeated his cal
for "the truth about the neno." The seninar received w de

| ocal coverage. End note.) Khanfar then referred to incidents
in the past when coalition forces accidentally struck Al
Jazeera offices in Baghdad and Kabul. "There was no proper

i nvestigation, no apol ogy, no-one said anything," he
conpl ai ned, addi ng that whenever any other news service in
Irag or Afghanistan suffered damage or injury to its prem ses
or staff they received sone sort of message of

acknow edgenent/ condol ence fromcoalition authorities.

Concern over Al Jazeera's journalistic practices

4.(C) DAS Gray then nobved on to reiterate the list of USG
concerns over Al Jazeera's |ack of professionalism Khanfar
responded at length that Al Jazeera is not "anti-US' and does
not espouse any kind of "anti-US editorial policy", upon

whi ch DAS Gray pointed out that USG concerns center on Al
Jazeera's journalistic practices and not on whether the
station is anti- or pro-US. "W are not asking Al Jazeera to
beconme a tool of the US Governnment; what we are asking for is
its professionalism"” said Gray. Khanfar went on to note
that, contrary to popular belief, Al Jazeera has never

br oadcast tapes show ng beheadi ngs. He said he al so believed
that Arab intelligence services are working against Al
Jazeera in an attenpt to discredit it for their own purposes,
wi t hout specifying in what way he believed these services
operat e agai nst Al Jazeera.

Al Jazeer a- USG Cooperati on?
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15. (C) DAS Gray then asked Khanfar for his thoughts on

possi bl e USE Al Jazeera cooperation, specifically in the area
of boosting Al Jazeera's professionalism DAS Gay described
the International Visitor programinpl emented by the USG all
over the world and asked if Khanfar felt AJ journalists m ght
benefit fromsuch a program Khanfar acquiesced i medi ately.
He said many AJ journalists have "a very generalized picture
of America." Avisit to the United States would certainly
hel p them appreci ate "the conplexity" of American society,
particularly with regard to deci sion-nmaki ng apparatus of the
U S. Governnent and would correct "the perceptual filter”
currently in place, he said. (Note: In a Decenber 7

di scussion with PAO on the sane thene, AJ Chief Editor Ahned
Shei kh, who hinself participated in an IV programin 1984,

al so wel coned the idea, noting that a stint in a US
tel evi si on newsroom woul d be very beneficial to Al
journalists and producers. End note.) Khanfar al so noted that
a group of U S. journalists would be wel conme to spend a week
or so in the Al Jazeera newsroom

VWhat AJ wants fromthe USG

16. (C) Khanfar also reiterated two faniliar thenes, asking

for nore senior USG officials to appear on Al Jazeera and for
support for the re-opening of AJ's Baghdad bureau. "W are
not hoping for Donald Runmsfeld, but it has been a long tine
since Secretary Rice was on Al Jazeera," he said. He noted
Presi dent Bush's recent appearance on Al Arabiyya, which A
Jazeera viewed as sending a pointed nmessage to Al Jazeera:
"the nessage to Al Jazeera of exclusion was clear." Khanfar
al so asked for USG support in re-opening the Al Jazeera
bureau i n Baghdad. The Iraq dossier has two key el enents, he
said, the security aspect and the political aspect. Al
Jazeera is able to cover the security aspect using non-Al
Jazeera journalists on the ground and footage fromwre
services, but it is next to inpossible to cover the politica
aspect effectively froma distance. "During the |ast year
security has become an overwhel ming part of things. But
coverage of the political side is needed," Khanfar said. He
added that Al Jazeera recently received a visit from senior
Iragi Shi'a representative Abdel Aziz Al Hakim of the
Supreme Council for the Islam c Revolution in Irag, who in
the past vehenmently refused to consider the possibility of
re-opening the Al Jazeera Baghdad bureau (reftel). Al Hakim
was nore conciliatory during his recent visit, said Khanfar,
and broached the possibility of cooperation with Al Jazeera.
Khanfar said he made no prom ses, given that Al Jazeera
cannot have special arrangenents with any political elenents
and is waiting to see what transpires.

UNTERMEYER
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CONFI DENT 1 AL SECTION 01 OF 03 DOHA 000104
SI PDI' S

STATE FOR NEA/ PD, NEA/ ARP

| NFO NSC FOR ABRAMS, DODY OSD FOR SCHENKER AND MATHENY
LONDON FOR ARAB MEDI A OFFI CE

BAGHDAD FOR HOSTAGE WORKI NG GROUP

E.O 12958: DECL: 10/30/2010

TAGS: PREL KPAO QA ALJAZEERA

SUBJECT: ENTERI NG I TS TENTH YEAR, AL JAZEERA COVETS GLOBAL
RCLE

REF: A. 05 STATE 217718
1B. 05 DCHA 1765
1C. 05 DCHA 1803

Classified By: Anbassador Chase Unterneyer, reasons 1.4 (bé&d)

1. (O Summary: PAO net 1/18 with Wadah Khanfar, Al Jazeera
Managi ng Director, to discuss Ref A demarche and conti nuing
USG concerns with Al Jazeera progranm ng. Khanfar described a
series of initiatives planned by Al Jazeera to mark its tenth
anniversary year with a viewto positioning itself on the

gl obal journalistic stage. Khanfar conmplied 1/19 with PAO s
request to provi de the Baghdad Hostage Group with a copy of
the vi deot ape showi ng American citizen kidnap victimhostage
Jill Carroll with her captors. End summary.

Cont i nui ng USG concerns with AJ programmi ng

12. (© PAO net 1/18 with Wadah Khanfar, Al Jazeera Managi ng
Director, to deliver the nost recent DI A unclassified

sni ppets and di scuss Ref A demarche. Khanfar said he had not
yet received Ref A talking points (delivered 12/15 to ForMn
Ham d bin Jassimby the Anbassador) fromthe Mnistry of
Foreign Affairs. PAO summarized continuing USG concerns with
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the professionalismof A Jazeera's news and tal k show
coverage, including the airing of terrorist-provided

vi deot apes; the channel's failure to present a diverse range
of opinions or to balance extrenmist views, in particular
where coverage of events in Iraq is concerned; inaccurate
reports on coalition mlitary operations in lraq; failure to
adequat el y doubl e-source on Iraqgi reporting; failure to
clearly identify sources; failure to run retractions; and
conti nued use of inflammatory | anguage. Khanfar prom sed a
nore detail ed response to Ref A denarche and the | atest

uncl assified snippets after he had had a chance to review

SIPDI S

them Meanwhile, he said, he continues to be concerned about
the USG s relatively recent insistence that Al Jazeera stop
airing insurgent-provided vi deot apes altogether. He
reiterated his previous insistence (Ref B) that Al Jazeera
had agreed only to air judiciously-edited portions of such
tapes and that he had never agreed to keep themoff the air.

Al Jazeera Turns Ten

13. (© "This year is our tenth anniversary. W are planning
many activities to globalize Al Jazeera's style and go
international," said Khanfar. Anobng the initiatives planned
are the follow ng, he said.

The International Board of Visitors

4. (O Khanfar said Al Jazeera has now established an

i nternational advisory body consisting of respected
international journalismfigures to assess and advi se on Al
Jazeera operations. (Note: The suggestion originated with
former Anbassador Rick Burt of the Washington | obby firm of
Barbour Giffith Rogers. End note.) The new body, to be known
as the Al Jazeera International Board of Visitors, is due to
arrive in Doha on February 3, having reviewed Al
Jazeera-related material prior to their arrival. The group,
whi ch Khanfar said AJ envisions as playing an
institutionalized international "quality assurance" role,
will spend two days in consultation with the channel's staff
in Doha and nake its recommendati ons. The group will hold
regul ar nmeetings on a three-nmonthly basis thereafter.
According to a list provided by Al Jazeera's head of
International and Medi a Rel ations (Canadi an citizen Sat nam
Mat haru), ten of the Board's proposed 15 nenbers are:

1. Frank Sesno, former CNN WAshi ngton Bureau Chief, now
prof essor of public policy and comuni cati on at George Mason
Uni versity.

2. Richard Burt, senior adviser to the Washi ngton Center for
Strategic International Studies (CSIS), forner U S.
Ambassador and former New York Times correspondent.
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3. Christine Cckrent, producer and anchor of France 3

Tel evision's weekly current affairs program France Europe
Express.

4. Josef Jofee, publisher-editor of the German Wekly Die
Zeit.

15. Andrew Neil, former BBC journalist, chief executive of The
Spect ator.

6. Yoi chi Funabashi, Foreign Affairs Columist for the
Japanese newspaper, Asahi Shi nbun.

17. Allister Sparks, fornmer editor of the South African
newspapers the Rand Daily Ml and the Sunday Express,

founder of the South African Institute for Advancenent of
Jour nal i sm

18. Enrique Santos Cal deron, Editor of the Col ombi an newspaper
El Ti enpo.

19. Fahmy Howei di, columist and deputy editor in chief of the
Egypti an Al Ahram newspaper

110. Joseph Sanmaha, Editor in Chief of the As-Safir newspaper,
former Beirut manager of Al Hayat newspaper.

(The conpl ete docunment with nenber bios has been emailed as a
PDF document to NEA/ ARPI Shawn Thorne).

The Second Al Jazeera Forum

15. (O Khanfar said AJ's second annual forumis scheduled to
be held in Doha Jan 31 thru Feb 2 and is entitled: "Defending
Freedom Defining Responsibility." According to Khanfar, nore
than 250 professional journalists have been invited from
Asi a, Europe, the USA and the Mddl e East. (Fox, CNN, ABC and
NBC are anong the US invitees, he said.) The themes listed in
the forum advertising seemto have global, rather than

regi onal, appeal. For exanple, one panel is entitled: "Wrld
Medi a: Building Walls or Pulling Them Down?" and anot her,
"Medi a and Power: Denocracy versus Dictatorship." One panel
"Al Jazeera in the Mrror" will take "a critical |ook at Al
Jazeera" and at "the so-called 'Al Jazeera Effect’' and how
satellite television has changed the way information is

di sseminated. It will also | ook at the soon-to-be | aunched
Engl i sh-1anguage channel, Al Jazeera International." (Note
for Tel esur watchers: Among those expected to attend,
according to Matharu, is Andres |zarra, the head of the South
Anerican channel .) Khanfar and Matharu urged PAO to attend
the conference.

Al Jazeera Training Center expands its progranm ng

16. (C) The Al Jazeera Training Center will keep in step with
this 10t h-anni versary node of expansion and

i nternationalization, said Khanfar. The courses will be
expanded and upgraded. Instead of short-term courses neasured
in days or weeks, three-nmonth, six-month and one-year courses
will now be offered by the training center. The one-year
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courses in particular will focus on university graduates,

who, despite their technical journalismtraining, often |ack
political awareness, he said. The Training Center will seek
to offer in-depth courses to such graduates focusing on the
phi | osophi cal, historical and political aspects of their job.
PAO asked about the trainers for these courses. Khanfar
replied that the najority of the trainers currently come from
the Thomson school of journalismin the UK (Note: as

di scussed Ref C. End note.). He said Al Jazeera had begun to
develop a relationship with the M ssouri School of Journalism
with an eye to signing a nenorandum of understanding with
them (Ref C). He said the school's Dean visited Doha and

pl ans were fairly advanced to sign the MOU to inplenent the
expanded course of ferings, when the school suddenly pulled
back and told AJ that given "the current atnosphere” and the
connotations attached to the Al Jazeera nane, it mght be
best to hold back on cementing the rel ationship between the

M ssouri School of Journalism

Khanfar provi des copy of hostage tape

17. (O Following the 1/17 airing by Al Jazeera of a tape
showi ng Anerican citizen hostage Jill Carroll in captivity in
Baghdad, PAO reiterated the USG position that such tapes
shoul d not be aired. Khanfar replied that Al Jazeera has said
fromthe beginning it would continue to air such tapes but
only in edited versions, as it did 1/17. He noted that Al
Jazeera continued to broadcast its condemation of the

ki dnapping and to call for the release of Carroll and woul d
continue to broadcast interviews with individuals calling for
her rel ease during the course of the day. PAO asked Khanfar
for a copy of the tape, noting that Enbassy Baghdad coul d use
the information possibly to help save Carroll's life. Khanfar
hesitated and said, "W have refused every request |ike this,
but et me see what | can do. | have to get sone pernmni ssions
first." A copy of the tape was passed to PAO by AJ on the
norni ng of 1/19

18. (O In pursuing its global anbitions, A Jazeera has been

qui ck to take advantage of the wi de international nedia
support it garnered in the wake of the Nov 22 UK Daily Mrror
story alleging that in April 2004 President Bush had proposed
bonbi ng Al Jazeera's Doha headquarters to Prinme M nister Tony
Blair. (Note: The story has continued to play strongly on Al
Jazeera and in the local nmedia, as the channel pursues its
efforts to obtain a copy of the classified UK governnent
menor andum al | egedly containing details of the exchange.
Khanfar confirned to PAO 1/18 that AJ hired a UK law firmin
early January to continue to pursue the matter. End note.)
Foll owing the publication of the Daily Mrror story, Khanfar
travel ed to London cl aimng he sought the truth about the

al | eged conversation fromthe British government. Although
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the UK governnment proved unresponsive, Khanfar attracted
support for AJ's position anmpbng British and internationa
nmedi a by organi zing various well-publicized press events,

i ncluding a discussion semnar he co-hosted with the Daily
Mrror at the London Press Club. Khanfar is clearly using
this support to further his vision of an internationalized
AJ. Another elenent in his favor is the establishnent of Al
Jazeera International, the English version of the channel
due to be launched later this year. Although there are
reports of tension between the staffs of Al Jazeera Arabic
and Al Jazeera International, the standing up of AJlI, with
its growing |ist of big-name nedia recruits fromall parts of
the world, has certainly added a nmuch wi der internationa
scope to the Al Jazeera brand name. Al Jazeera Arabic
presently has a reported estinated viewership of between 40
and 50 mllion and targets primarily Arabs, who represent
about 18 percent of the Muslimworld. AJlI, w th hubs planned
i n Doha, Washi ngton, London and Kual a Lunpur, hopes to appea
to the English-speaking renai nder of the Mislimworld.
Together, if their joint vision works out as planned, they
will represent a pivotal elenment in US relations with both
the Arab and the Muslimworlds.

Comrent conti nued

19. (O Al Jazeera's approach to the ki dnapping of Christian

Sci ence Monitor reporter Jill Carroll seened to turn on the
fact that she is a fellow journalist. The approach fits in
with AJ's apparent new strategy of positioning itself as a
central player in the global stage of journalism AJ's airing
of the tape was restrai ned and was acconpani ed by a
forthright condemati on of such acts against journalists

worl dwi de. We feel it is also noteworthy that AJ has
continued to air appeals for Carroll's release (including,
nost recently, an appeal fromJimCarroll, the journalist's
father) and continues its iteration of the "solidarity anobng
journalists" theme. Khanfar's decision to share a copy of the
tape (which AJ has never done before) may al so be a
reflection of the inportance he places on this theme. It wll
be interesting to see in what way AJ's approach will differ
in future cases where the kidnap victimis not a fellow
journalist.

UNTERVEYER
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E. O 12958: DECL: 2/12/2011
TAGS: PREL KPAO QA ALJAZEERA

SUBJECT: AL JAZEERA AND KI DNAPPI NG TAPES
REF: DOHA 104 AND PREVI QUS
Classified By: Anmbassador Chase Unterneyer, reasons 1.4 (b&d)

2. (S) Sunmary: Oficials from Enbassi es Doha and Baghdad

nmet with Al Jazeera | eadership on Feb 11 to di scuss A
Jazeera,s handling of videos that Al Jazeera receives from
terrorist hostage takers, its broader editorial polices, and
the nedia,s role in hostage and terrorist crises. Al
Jazeera officials defended their policy of showi ng but not
sharing hostage videos, but agreed to raise the issue with
the Al Jazeera Board of Directors for reconsideration after
hearing techni cal argunents about how the vi deos can be used
in a hostage case. Al Jazeera inpressed upon the U S. side
the breadth and scope of its reach, its inpending gromh and
reorgani zation, and its sincerity in its struggle to be
accepted as a gl obal, independent, legitinmte, mnainstream
nedi a network, while protecting its desire not to be "held
host age" to the agendas of either governments or terrorist
groups. End Sunmary.

1. (S/NF) Enbassy Doha Public Affairs O ficer Mrenbe
Nant ongo and Enbassy Baghdad Host age Working G oup Director
Erik Rye net with Wadah Khanfar, Managing Director for Al
Jazeera on Feb 11, primarily to convince Al Jazeera to share
copi es of hostage videos delivered to them by what are nost
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courage is contagious

likely terrorists organizations in lraq. Khanfar is an
urbane and snooth spokesman who dealt directly with the issue
at hand. Enbassy Doha has built cooperative personal

rel ati onships within Al Jazeera that resulted in a hostage

vi deo being passed to the Unites States once, but that was an
exception to official policy, which is to all ow Enbassy
officials on-site view ng and note-taking fromthe tape.
Khanfar articulated a video policy that was case-specific,

but based on the principles of not giving free advertising to
propagandi sts--terrorists or otherw se; not show ng suffering
or humliation; protecting the safety of the hostage
forenost; and showi ng only those portions of the tape deened
newswor t hy--such as proof of |ife of the hostage. Khanfar
said that for these reasons they will note editorially that
the origins of the tape cannot be confirmed nor the content
corroborated; they will usually not show either the
terrorists nor the hostage speaking, but will note in a

voi ce-over the contents of the tape. (Note:these voice-overs
have included the demands and clains of responsibility of

host age-taki ng groups in the past. End note.) Khanfar also
stated that Al Jazeera woul d nake an editorial statemnent
condemi ng the ki dnapping and calling for the victins

rel ease when the victimwas a journalist, but would otherw se
mai ntain journalistic objectivity when running stories on

ot her hostages. Khanfar noted that in the Jill Carroll case,
they had worked with Islanmic and Arab conmunity | eaders to
publicize statenments of condemmati on.

12. (S) Rye explained that mnute details in such tapes, such

as colors and patterns of background materials, can be used
to corroborate other information that coul d break open a
case, and can,t possibly be described accurately enough wth
any anmount of note-taking. Rye also explained that any such
information is nost useful only if it has not yet been
broadcast, since once hostage-takers know the tape has aired,
they can cut off connections to information and individuals
in the tape. Information on tapes is tinme-sensitive, and
thus getting access to themimediately is critical. Al so,

gi ven the nunmber of people involved in working on hostage
cases within the USG often renptely located, it is necessary
to be able to transnmit copies of the tape in order to
"connect the dots" of useful information. Having one USG
observer view the tape sinply isn't effective. Rye also
commented that statenents of condemation are desirable in
general, but in a specific hostage case can be a doubl e- edged
sword if they have an unpredictabl e i npact on ki dnappers, and
thus in an ideal situation, any nedia nessages woul d be
coordi nated with those handling the case. Rye noted that

host age tapes were different fromtapes of other news events,
since they held information pertaining to an ongoi ng
crime--the ki dnapping--as well as al so hol ding potenti al
clues to a future crine--the killing of a hostage. For those
reasons, hostage tapes should be subjected to a nore nuanced
“"tape policy". Lastly, Rye noted that Al Jazeera had an

i nterest in not making concessions to hostage-takers in the
formof airing their videos on-demand, since it would only
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encourage further attenpts by terrorist groups to manipul ate
Al Jazeera

13. (S) Khanfar appeared to take these argunents to heart,
and noted exanpl es when Jazeera had refused to air certain
tapes, and descri bed how t he propaganda portions of videos
were excised. He appeared sincere about nurturing Al
Jazeera's journalistic independence and integrity, and
defending it from being seen as the nouthpiece of extrem sm
He articulated in detail A Jazeera's desire to remain free
of influence fromterrorists groups. Khanfar agreed to raise
the issue of hostage tapes with the board of directors at
their next meeting. But he also noted that their | awyers had
been advising themto avoid handling tapes in a manner that
woul d | ead to subpoenas and possi bl e court appearances by A
Jazeera staff. Whatever their next decision, the potentia

of tapes to be considered evidence in | egal proceedings wll
remain a crucial factor in determning the |level of
cooperation Al Jazeera will offer. Khanfar al so was
sensitive to the idea of being asked to do sonething
particularly for the United States, and clearly did not want
to be in a position where they woul d be seen doing favors.
The U. S. side suggested that other governnents with hostages
in lrag would nost |ikely be appreciative of increased access
to videos, and any hostage video policy should be applied
equally to all countries with hostages.

4. (S) The U.S. teamalso net with Editor-in-Chief Ahned

Shei kh, who unli ke Khanfar digressed into historical and
political argunents for Arab nationalismand Pal estini an
statehood. He seened to have a genui ne concern for hostage
survival, however, and noted that they feared not airing
tapes could provoke a killing, but that airing the tapes with
deadl i nes would "start the clock running”. Rye noted that
third parties were never responsible for the actions of
terrorists or hostage takers, and could not go too far down
the road of restricting or taking actions to influence the
host age takers, since that ultimately led to making
concessi ons and opening Al Jazeera to further mani pul ations.
Skei kh said that he wi shed they never received any tapes, and
was glad that a recent Jill Carroll video ended up with a
Kuwai ti TV station and not Al Jazeera. (Note: Although the
tapes are no doubt a headache, his remark is probably
sonmewhat di si ngenuous since Al Jazeera continues to nake a
name for itself in the Arab and Western worlds breaking
stories of this nature. H's remark also conflicts with an

of f hand admi ssion by Khanfar that they see other stations
such as the Kuwaiti channel that aired the Carroll video as
conpetitors. Shei kh specul ated that the Kuwait
channel - -which aired Carroll speaki ng--was probably given the
tape because Al Jazeera ran the last Carroll video with a
brief clip and voice-overs only and that A Jazeera had
effectively driven the hostage takers to another channel to
get the anount of coverage they desired. End note.)

15. (S/NF) Comment: these and other Al Jazeera officials al so
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expl ai ned the com ng expansion of Al Jazeera into a truly

gl obal network, including an English | anguage channel and an
over - archi ng managenent structure that will enforce uniform
policies across its several outlets. As Al Jazeera continues
to define its place in the nedia world and its relationship
with the West, its role in influencing popul ar perceptions of
terrorist events and groups will only increase. This

i ncreasing responsibility has already resulted in a clearly
defined code of ethics and editorial policies, and increasing
transparency in how those guidelines are carried out. They
know t hey are under the m croscope, and want to be taken
seriously. Al Jazeera's growing globalization will only

i ncrease the pressure upon themto adhere to internationa
standards of journalismand result in an organi zation that
can be dealt with upon familiar ground, and within a
franmework al ready established by the nmainstream nedia. End
Conmment .

UNTERVEYER
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SUBJECT: AL JAZEERA NETWORK BOARD OF DI RECTORS NAMED
REF: 05 Doha 1593

1. (SBU) In an effort to maintain brand identity and

consi stency of message and quality, the GOQ established in
late 2005 (reftel) an entity known as the Al Jazeera Network
(AIJN), charged with overseeing all bodies bearing the A
Jazeera brand nane. On March 1, an Amiri decree announced
the establishment of the AIJN board of directors. The Board

i ncludes present Al Jazeera Arabic Managi ng Director Wadah
Khanfar. The key position of AJN Managing Director, which
will wield significant operational authority and influence
over the brand's editorial policy, has yet to be filled.

2. (SBU) According to press statenents, the seven-nenber
board will include:

-- Shk. Hamad Bin Thanmer Al Thani, Chairnan. Hamad bin
Thanmer is currently the chairman of the Al Jazeera board, as
well as of the Qatar TV & Radi o Corporation.

-- Khal af Ahmed Al Manni, Vice Chairman - |ong-tinme nunber
two of Hamad bin Thamer.

-- Ahned Abdallah Al Khol aifi.
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-- Abdal | ah Mubarak Al Kholaifi- Currently Director of Hunman
Resources at Qatar TV.

-- Dr. El ham Bader Al Sada, a respected academic, currently
a presenter at Qatar TV & Radio Corporation. A popular as
wel | as sonewhat controversial Qatari personality, she hosts
a lively norning show on Qatari national radio that
sonmetimes takes a critical stance on domestic issues,

i ncluding nationality and sponsorship laws. A Qatari

citizen, she is nmarried to a Jordanian and her nother is of
Pal estini an origin.

-- Mahnoud Shammam Washi ngt on Bureau Chi ef of Newsweek in
Arabic. An American citizen of Libyan descent, Shanmmam i ves
in Washington and is known to be close to the Amr, Shei kha
Mozah and to key officials at the Anmiri Diwan in Doha. Known
for his liberal and anti-Islamst views, as well as for his
criticismof Al Jazeera and its editorial policy, Shanmamis
al so prom nent anong Li byan opposition figures.

--  Wadah Khanfar. Currently Managing Director of Al Jazeera
Arabic satellite channel. Runmor has it that Khanfar is
angling for the job of AJN Managing Director.

13. (SBU) The AIJN Board will oversee all of A Jazeera's
nunerous offshoots. These - now representing a veritable
medi a enpire - include:

-- Al Jazeera Arabic, est. 1996

-- Al Jazeera International, to be | aunched May 2006

-- Al Jazeera Arabic website (currently under AJ editorial
control).

-- Al Jazeera English website (currently under AJlI editoria
control).

-- Al Jazeera Mubashir: Est. 2005. Live conferences,
nmeet i ngs, di scussions, conparable C span, no anchors, no
edi ting process.

-- Al Jazeera Sports, est. 2003. 24/7 sports news channel .
-- Al Jazeera Children's Channel - est. 2005, targets Arabic-
speaki ng children aged 3-15; billed as "edutai nment"

-- Al Jazeera Docunentary - to be |launched 2006. 24-hour
Arabi ¢ progranm ng, conparable to the Di scovery Channel

-- Al Jazeera Training Center - est. Feb 2004, providing
training to AJ and regional journalists; eyeing a regiona
role in media reformefforts.

-- Al Jazeera Center for Studies - Doha-based think tank
est. 2005; designed to provide an acadeni c Arab perspective
on socio-political-economc issues affecting the region.

-- Al Jazeera Mobile, bilingual, SMs-based breaki ng news
servi ce.

4. (SBU) The next step will be to nanme the managi ng director

of the Al Jazeera Network, a key operational position that
will wield considerable influence and play a key role in
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shaping editorial policy across the Arabic and English TV
channel s and websites, as well as in resolving the

consi derabl e tension currently existing between the Arabic
and English channel s.

NANTONGO
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This record is a partial extract of the original cable. The full text of the original
cable is not avail abl e.

UNCLAS SECTI ON 01 OF 02 DOHA 000328
SI PDI S

SENSI Tl VE
SI PDI S

STATE FOR NEA/ PPD, NEA/ ARPI
LONDON FOR ARAB MEDI A OFFI CE

E.O 12958: N A
TAGS: KPAO PREL QA ALJAZEERA

SUBJECT: Al Jazeera website director to quit; start new

newspaper
Currently released so far... 1. (SBU) Sunmary: The director of the Al Jazeera Arabic
251287/ 251,287 website, Abdulaziz Al Mahnoud, said he is quitting his A
Jazeera job to take up the chief editorship of an Arabic
Articles newspaper called "Al Arab", which will becone the fourth
_ Arabic daily newspaper on the Qatari nmarket. A Mhnoud is
Brazil the only senior Qatari at Al Jazeera - which has just a
Sri Lanka handful of Qatari enployees - and ascribed his desire to
United Kingdom | eave Al Jazeera to disillusionment with the channel and a
Sweden difficult relationship with Al Managing Director Wadah
hanfar. End sunmary.
Global K
United States Abdul aziz Al Mahroud
Latin America | | oo oo oo --
Egypt
Jordan 2. (SBU) The new Chief Editor of A Arab, Abdul aziz Al
Yemen Mahnmoud, is a close Enbassy contact. A U S-educated Qatari
Thailand citizen, he graduated from New York state's O arkson
University in 1988 as a nmechani cal engineer. A Mahnoud
served as the commandi ng officer of the Technical Training
Browse latest releases School of the Qatari Armed Forces prior to beconing chief
2011/08 editor of the Arabic daily Al Sharq from 1998 until 2001. In
July 2001 Al Mahnoud becane chief editor of Al Jazeera.net.
Until last year, he was in charge of both the Arabic and
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English versions of the website. A few nonths ago, control
of the English website was handed over to Al Jazeera
International and its editor-in-chief is currently British
nati onal Russell Merryman.

The trouble with Al Jazeera

13. (SBU) Al Mahrmoud told PAO that working at Al Jazeera
these days is frustrating conpared to what it was when he
joined in 2001. In the old days, he said, Al Jazeera was
buzzing with idealismand alive with passionate debate

bet ween partisans of different ideol ogies (Arab
nationalists, Islamsts, secularists, socialists etc), and
that it had a genuinely revolutionary atnosphere about it.
Now, he said, people cone to work from9 to 5 |ike
bureaucrats and Al Jazeera has becone part of the mainstream
establishnment. He also said his relationship with AJ

Managi ng Di rector Wadah Khanfar had beconme "difficult", but
did not el aborate on the reasons for this.

The Deputy Chief Editor

4. (SBU) The deputy chief editor of Al Arab will be Qatari
citizen Mohamed Hajji, a former 1V and anot her good Enbassy
contact. Mohammed Hajji is a | aw graduate from Bei rut
University's branch in Al exandria, Egypt. Hajji joined A
Sharqg as a reporter and noved to Al Watan newspaper as an
editor in 2001. Hajji traveled to the US in February 2004 to
participate in a State Departnent-funded |V program on

Forei gn Policy and Decision Making process. PAS is currently
fundi ng an English | anguage course for M. Hajji in a |ocal
Engl i sh | anguage institute.

15. (U Founded in 1972, Al Arab was Qatar's first post-

i ndependence Arabic newspaper. It was headed by the late
Abdal | ah Hussein Nemima, a prom nent Qatari intellectual who
occupi ed the position of chief editor until his death. A
Arab was shut down in 1995, followi ng his death. The Al Arab
license was reportedly sold by the Al Neminma famly to

M ni ster of Foreign Affairs Shei kh Hamad Bin Jassim Al Thani
(HBJ) in the 1990s. Post has | eaned that HBJ's partner in
the "new' Al Arab enterprise is Shei kh Thani bin Abdallah Al
Thani, who is also the Chairnman of the Board of Qatar's Al
Sharg newspaper. Publication is expected to begin in the
next several nonths.

16. (SBU) Wth a population of less than one nmillion, the
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maj ority of whom do not speak Arabic, Qatar is not in need
of a fourth Arabic | anguage newspaper, particularly as Al
Arab is not designed to fill a particular vacant news niche.
Al three current Arabic newspapers tend to print the sane
information, with only slight variations in editorial bent,
and we do not expect Al Arab to be any different. The main
attraction of newspapers in Qatar woul d appear to be their
busi ness val ue. The advertising revenues earned by all five
| ocal papers are reportedly considerable.

17. (SBU) Comment continued: Although Qatari-funded and
Qatari-controlled, Al Jazeera has few Qataris on its staff,
possibly due in part to the fact that the overall nunber of
practicing Qatari journalists is relatively small. Al
Mahnmoud' s departure means the loss of AJ's only senior
Qatari manager. Hi s replacenent at Al Jazeera.net has not
yet been naned

UNTERMEYER
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Global
United States
Latin America
Egypt
Jordan
Yemen
Thailand

Browse latest releases
2011/08
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FM AMEMBASSY DCHA

TO RUEHC/ SECSTATE WASHDC 4567

| NFO RUEHXK/ ARAB | SRAELI CCOLLECTI VE
RUEHGB/ AVEMBASSY BAGHDAD 0067
RUEHLO AVEMBASSY LONDON 0946
RHEHAAA/ NSC WASHI NGTON DC
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RHVFI SS/ CDR USCENTCOM NMACDI LL AFB FL

CONFI DENT 1 AL DOHA 000467
SI PDI S
SI PDI S

STATE FOR NEA/ PD, NEA/ ARP, S/ CT

| NFO NSC FOR ABRAMS, DOD/ OSD FOR SCHENKER AND MATHENY
LONDON FOR ARAB MEDI A OFFI CE

BAGHDAD FOR HOSTAGE WORKI NG GROUP

E. O 12958: DECL: 10/30/2010

TAGS: KPAO PREL QA ALJAZEERA

SUBJECT: WADAH KHANFAR TAKES THE HELM OF THE AL JAZEERA
NETWORK

REF: A DOHA 312
1B. DOHA 317

Cl assified By: Anbassador Chase Unterneyer, reasons 1.4 (bé&d)

11. (O Summary: PAO net March 27 with Wadah Khanfar, Managi ng
Director of Al Jazeera satellite channel. Khanfar discussed
his recent appointment as Director-General of the Al Jazeera
Network, noting that his two mandates are to minimze costs

by integrating the infrastructures of the diverse Al Jazeera
entities and to develop a brand strategy. He has been given a
year to conplete the integration and to cone up with a
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busi ness nodel for privatization. Khanfar said that Al
Jazeera and Al Jazeera International will remain independent
editorially. Khanfar said AJ woul d not give enbassies of
countries with hostages in lIraq copies of hostage tapes but
woul d permit their |law enforcenment authorities to viewthe
tape in any location with an Al Jazeera bureau. Khanfar al so
di scussed AJ's March 25 interview with a representative of
the "Islamic Arny in Irag" and a Septenber 2005 series on

9/ 11 prepared by AJ reporter Yousri Fouda. End sunmary.

The new position

12. (C) Wadah di scussed his appointnent as Director General of

the Al Jazeera Network, the entity set up to assure unity of
brand and operations anpong the different Al Jazeera entities.
Khanfar, who is also a nmenber of the recently-named AJN Board
(Ref A), said the DG position will not have a role in the
day-to-day running of the different Al Jazeera entities. The
DG s mandate is two-fold, he said: to integrate the
infrastructures of the diverse Al Jazeera entities and to
develop a unified brand strategy. In his new position,

Khanf ar now oversees the foll ow ng bodi es:

-- Al Jazeera Arabic, est. 1996

-- Al Jazeera International, to be launched later this year
-- Al Jazeera Arabic website (currently under AJ editorial
control).

-- Al Jazeera English website (currently under AJlI editoria
control).

-- Al Jazeera Mubashir: Est. 2005. Live conferences,
nmeet i ngs, discussions, conparable to C span

-- Al Jazeera Sports, est. 2003. 24/7 sports news channel.
-- Al Jazeera Docunentary - to be |l aunched 2006. 24-hour
Arabi ¢ progranmi ng, conparable to the Di scovery Channel

-- Al Jazeera Training Center - est. Feb 2004, providing
training to AJ and regional journalists; eyeing a regiona
role in media reformefforts.

-- Al Jazeera Center for Studies - Doha-based think tank
est. 2005; designed to provide an acadeni c Arab perspective
on socio-political-economc issues affecting the region.

-- Al Jazeera Mobile, bilingual, SMs-based breaki ng news
servi ce.

13. (© The exception to this list is the Al Jazeera
Children's Channel (est. 2005, targets Arabic- speaking
children aged 3-15; billed as "edutai nnent"), which A
Jazeera co-owns with Qatar Foundation. At ten percent, the AJ
ownership of the children's channel is not |arge enough for
it to be included an eventual business plan. Khanfar said he
has been given a year to conplete the integration process and
to come up with a business nodel for privatization to present
to the AJN Board of Directors. He stressed that the two
satellite channels, AJ and AJl, will be editorially
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i ndependent and will not subject to central control from AJN
He noted that AJN has created an IT directorate, an

engi neering directorate and an adninistrative directorate,
but has not created an AJN news directorate. Each channe

w Il keep their current news directors (Ahned Sheikh in the
case of AJ and Steve Cook in the case of AJI), and although

there will inevitably be a degree of coordination between the
two, there is no expectation of either's toeing a centra
editorial line. Khanfar described the AJN organi zati ona

chart as starting at the top with board chai rnman Shei kh Hamad
bin Thaner, followed by the AJN Board itself, then the
position of DG who oversees the Executive Council, made up
of the managing directors of the present channels (N ge
Parsons in the case of AJI and hinself in the case of AJ,
anong others). The Executive Council would be the body npst
closely involved in the day-to-day running of the different
AJ entities, he said.

W1l Khanfar stay on as MD of Al Jazeera?

4. (C) Asked if he planned to stay on as Mnagi ng Director of
Al Jazeera Arabic, Khanfar |aughed and said: "I have a plan
to replace nyself." He said that although he is staying on

for the noment at Al Jazeera Arabic's helm he envisioned a
gradual withdrawal as he beconmes nore involved in the

busi ness aspect of AJN operations, but he did not say whom he
i ntended to replace him

Fi nal goal: Privatization?

15. (C©) Khanfar said he will spend the com ng year weighing
three different business nobdels that have been proposed to
AJN for its eventual privatization (including one prepared by
Ernst & Young, he said). His goal is to nmake a selection by
year's end and propose it to the AIJN Board of Directors for
adoption. Privatizing the Al Jazeera entities as a package
woul d make it a package worth three tinmes Al Jazeera Arabic
al one, a package that would al so be "l ess troubl esone, |ess
scary" to the investor than Al Jazeera Arabic by itself, he
sai d. When PAO said that specul ati on about Al Jazeera
privatization has cone and gone with regularity and no
results over the last few years, he said, "That was because
there was no nechani smon which to nake a deci sion on
privatization. Now we will have one."

Host age t apes

6. (C) PAO recall ed Khanfar's conversation with Enboffs and

U S Hughes in February (Ref B and previous), in which the US

petitioned Al Jazeera to reconsider its editorial policy and

al | ow enbassi es whose national s have been kidnapped in Iraq a
physi cal copy of the videotapes sent to Al Jazeera by
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host age-t akers. Khanfar said he had raised the issue with his
fellow board of directors and the board' s decision had been
negative. As he had expl ained previously, Khanfar said, Al
Jazeera does not want to becone enbroiled in [egal action
surroundi ng the tapes and for that reason does not want to
becone part of any chain of evidence. He said, however, that
| aw enforcenment officials of the countries in question are
wel cone to view the tape on Al Jazeera premises at any time
and for any length of tine. PAO asked if future tapes of US
hostages could be transmitted to the Al Jazeera bureau in
Washi ngton for exanination by US authorities on Al Jazeera
premi ses there, and Khanfar said, "Yes, of course," adding
that AJ had already perforned this service for German
officials in the past.

Interview with Iragi hostage-taking group

17. (C PAOthen referred to a March 25 Al Jazeera intervi ew
with a representative of the "lIslamc Arnmy in Iraq" who
clained to be part of a group that kidnapped journalists and
executed themif they were found to be "spies." PAO asked how
such an interview could be justified in light of Al Jazeera's
stated policy of condemi ng ki dnappi ng and vi ol ence agai nst
journalists. Khanfar said that this was not the first tine
this individual had been interviewed on Al Jazeera, although
in the past interviews with himhave been conducted by phone
He said the subject's nessage was "very political" and the
interview was valid news, as he is a nmenber of a current
organi zati on and gave inportant information about the

organi zation itself. He also nmade an offer to negotiate with
the United States, Khanfar said, adding that the origina

i nterview was nmuch | onger than the version that aired and
that he hinself had "personally intervened" to take out sone
"very strong statenents" made by the interviewe. PAO asked
where the interview was filmed, and whether it was filned in
Baghdad. Khanfar said it was not filmed in Baghdad but, he
said, "it is difficult to tell you where, because that was
the condition of filmng it, that we would not say." He said
all he could say was that it was filmed by the Al Jazeera

Bei rut correspondent.

Delay in launch of Al Jazeera Internationa

18. (O Khanfar confirned his own press recent statenment
announci ng the probably delay of the launch of Al Jazeera
International, due to technical reasons (a delay in
delivering IT systens). He said the channel is now | ooking at
an early sunmer |aunch, instead of a late spring one.

Yousri Founda series on 9/11

19. (C© PAO gave Khanfar a copy of February's DI A unclassified
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sni ppets and al so a non-paper on a four-part series on 9/11
prepared by Al Jazeera reporter Yousri Fouda which aired | ast
Sept enber. The non- paper, prepared by II1P/SC s

Counter-M sinformation team criticized the series for
espousi ng unfounded conspiracy theories concerning the events
of 9/11. Wien Khanfar heard Fouda's nanme he rolled his eyes
and appeared to know i nmedi ately which series was in
question. "I thought it was stupid nyself," he said. He said
channel editors had intervened to nmake the original series
nore bal anced than it had started out, but he had received
many conpl ai nts about the series nonethel ess. He thanked PAO
for the input.

110. (C) Khanfar was his usual urbane, articulate
professional self. At 38, he is relatively young to have
attained a position of such influence. H's vision is now
clearly fixed on his new mandate, which is considerably w der
and nuch nore international in scope than the activities of
the Arabic channel. H's reference to naking the Arabic
channel nore attractive to investors by "packaging" it within
a group of less polarizing additional entities that will in
turn treble the value of the original was a telling figure of
speech.

111. (C) As we have previously reported, there has been a
consi der abl e ampunt of tension between Al Jazeera and Al
Jazeera International, with many viewing it as a de facto
struggle for Arab/lIslanist control of the Al Jazeera brand
name, and supporting or opposing Khanfar's candi dacy for the
DG position on the grounds that he would i npose such contro
over Al Jazeera International. H s statenents espousing and
endor si ng i ndepedent editorial directions for the two
channel s would seemto contradict this last view but we wll
continue to report on the politics of the situation as they
devel op.

UNTERVEYER
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SUBJECT: AL JAZEERA ACCORDI NG TO WADAH KHANFAR

REF: A DOHA 312
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1. Sunmmary: (U On May 21, a Broadcasting Board of Governors
(BBG del egation nmet with Wadah Khanfar, Director-Ceneral of
the Al Jazeera Network (AJN) and Managi ng Director of the
Arabi c Al Jazeera TV channel. Khanfar told the del egation
that Al Jazeera, reflecting regional devel opnents, has
entered the third of three major phases it has passed through
since its inception in 1996. He tal ked at | ength about the
new Al Jazeera English channel and also confirmed his
intention to step down as MD of the Arabic channel to focus
on his responsibilities as DG of the overall network, but he
did not discuss a tineline or the identity of his
replacenent. End summary.

2. (U On May 21, a BBG del egation | ed by Governor Joaqui m
Bl aya net in Doha with Wadah Khanfar, currently serving as
both Director-General of the overall A Jazeera Network (AJN
- reftels) and Managing Director of the Arabic | anguage Al
Jazeera TV channel. The del egation included Brian Coniff, BBG
Executive Director; Bert Kleinman, President of the Mddle
East Broadcasting Networks (MBN -- in charge of Al Hurra TV
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and Radi o Sawa); and Muafac Harb, Executive Vice President
of MBN.

13. (U Responding to questions, Khanfar described Al
Jazeera's begi nnings, noting that Al Jazeera's "edge" then
and now is that the channel is seen as an integral part of
the socio-cultural fabric of the Mddle East region and an
entity that "understands the cognitive map of the people in
this region." Khanfar noted that A Jazeera's 10th

anni versary is conming up on Novenber 1, 2006 and told the
del egation that, in his view, Al Jazeera has entered the
third of the three phases it has passed through since its

i nception in 1996.

The first phase: 1996 - 2001

4. (U The leitnotif of the first period was Al Jazeera's
motto: "The opinion and the other opinion," said Khanfar. Al
Jazeera stood out as a voice challenging the status quo and
in particular the policies of Arab governments. Its focus was
on the region, and its themes were regionally-focused, with
enphasis on reform denocracy and corruption.

The second phase: 2001- 2005

15. (U In the second phase, the focus nobved to the
international arena, to global issues such as the War on
Terror, with coverage of Iraq, Afghanistan and Pal estine as
"hot spots" in that context, said Khanfar. The focus shifted
to global political issues, with the Arab world as one unit
and Anerica, Europe and the Wst as another, he said. In this
phase, Al Jazeera devel oped "war reporting" as an

organi zational skill for the first time as it reported on the
"hotspots." In this phase, Arab donestic politics took a back
seat both in the regional perspective and in Al Jazeera's
perspective, he said.

The third phase: 2005 - present

6. (U This third phase began with Egypt's Kifayah novenent,
and was consol i dated by el ections and pro-reform novenents in
Lebanon, Kuwait, Bahrain, Iraq and Pal estine, said Khanfar
The nood started to change and Al Jazeera began to return to
the issues that had concerned it in its first phase --
denocracy, reformand Arab issues. "Now, if you | ook at our
headl i nes, you see nobst of the issues that are discussed are
regional issues,” including political Islam good governance
denocracy, M ddle East econom ¢ and wonen's issues, interna
struggl es anobng Pal estinian factions, and so forth. This
third phase includes the establishnment of Al Jazeera English
and the effect of that establishnment, he added.
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Al Jazeera "English"

7. (U Khanfar pointedly called the English-Ianguage channel
schedul ed for launch latter this year "A Jazeera English."
(Comment: There has been controversy over usage of the
nonencl ature "Al Jazeera International” for the English
channel, with opponents of that usage arguing that such a

| abel inplies that the English channel is international while
the Arabic channel is not. This is another manifestation of
t he ongoi ng tensi on between the Arabic and English AJ
concepts, with those in the Arabic "camp” claimng this
devel opment over nonenclature as a victory. End conmment.)
When asked about this, Khanfar said that the matter is being
di scussed by the AIN board, and that his proposal is to
change the nane of the new channel to "Al Jazeera English"
and to use the label "International" to describe the whole
non- Arabi ¢ AJ operation, and not just as the logo of an

i ndi vi dual channel. This would sinplify matters should AJN
decide to branch out into another |anguage channel -- Al
Jazeera French, or Al Jazeera Turkish, for exanmple. The
actual logo for the English channel would be the classic A
Jazeera logo with "English" witten underneath it in English
Any new | anguage channels would sinilarly have their

not her - | anguage appearing in native script under the classic
AJ | ogo, he said.

The new channel

18. (U As he did in Ref B, Khanfar tried to enphasize that
the English channel will be an editorially separate entity
fromthe Arabic channel. Each channel will have its own
editorial board, he said. He added that there will be an
overall AJN Editorial Board, consisting of the two boards
conbi ned, which will meet periodically "for coordination”
purposes (Note: This appears to be a closer nerging of
editorial functions than was apparent during Ref B
conversations. End note.) The English channel will not
necessary use the sanme term nol ogy as the Arabic channel
since "Every | anguage has a mind of its own," he said. Al
Arabi c al ready has a code of conduct, derived fromits code
of ethics, and the English channel is developing its code,
along with its own style guide, he said. "The BBC styl e guide
will not be very far fromthe Al Jazeera English style guide
W are not inventing a new way of reporting here," he said.
The new thing Al Jazeera is bringing to the table is its
focus on field reporting, said Khanfar. 70 percent of news
bulletins are field reporting, he said, and "we give and wil|l
give field reporting a high priority."

19. (U Asked about the |aunch date of the new channel (Note

Initially announced for spring 2006, it has since slipped to
early sumer and then to the fall. End note), Khanfar |aughed
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and said: "Very soon." He said the delay relates to the
installation of technical equipnent. The deci sion was taken
early on that the new channel would use high-definition TV
technol ogy, which necessitated connecting its four regional
hubs (Doha, Kual a Lunpur, Washington, London) using broadband
fiber-optics. The decision stands, but has led to technical
del ays because of technol ogy's conplexity, he said. (Note: In
addition, the AJ English studios in Doha, which are being
constructed next to the AJ Arabic studios, are clearly stil
not ready for use and occupancy. End note.)

110. (U) Asked about AJ English distribution problens in the
U S., Khanfar acknow edged that AJ has a significant
perception problemin the US, where it is often perceived as
"the beheadi ng channel" or "the nouthpiece of terrorists.”
But the network has signed one contract in the US and is
working toward nore, he said. AJ English will also be

avail able free via an internet connection to US and world
users, he said, so that anyone with a broadband connection
can watch it, and even those with a slower connection will be
able to watch, although with reduced quality.

Per sonnel and bureaus

111. (U) AJ Arabic currently has 40 bureaus and 75

correspondents worl dwi de, said Khanfar. He said AJ English
wi |l be working out of these sane bureaus, and that probably
7 or 8 additional bureaus will be added, including in places
such as India and the Philippines, where AJ does not
currently have bureaus. He estimated that the total overal
nunber of enpl oyees of both the English and Arabi c channel s
conbi ned does not exceed 2,000. Less than a quarter of these
positions are editorial, he said, estimting that each
channel has approximately 160 journalists, producers and
editors, with the renai nder providing technical and

adm ni strative support.

Wio will lead AJ Arabic after Khanfar?

112. (V) Asked about his plan "to replace hinself" as head of
t he Arabic channel (Ref B), Khanfar acknow edged that hol di ng
down the two jobs he is currently perform ng for an extended
period of tinme is demandi ng and unrealistic, not |east
because of the sharply different perspective required for
each. He said he has raised the issue with the AIJN board (Ref
A), which will "make a decision,” but did not provide details
on tineline or the identity of his replacenent. (Comment:
rumor and specul ation are rife in Doha about the identity of
his replacenent, as well as about the nature and extent of
his power as Director-General of the Al Jazeera Network, and
his reportedly contentious relationship with some of the AIN
board nmenbers. End conment.)

AJ Arabic transl ated
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113. (V) Khanfar referred to several existing agreenents

wher eby the content of the Arabic channel is broadcast abroad
in foreign | anguages using sinultaneous interpretation. He
sai d about 6 hours a day of translated AJ coverage is
broadcast in Malaysia in the Ml ay | anguage, with one to two
hours daily al so broadcast in Indonesia and in Urdu and Hi ndi
in India. He said the channel is looking at entering into an
agreenent in Turkey for the sane purpose. The system does
have probl ems, he acknow edged. He had just returned froma
trip to Kuala Lunmpur, where he said there were problens with
the fact that the translators don't have the contextual

know edge they need, resulting in inaccuracies in

transl ation.

Privatizing Al Jazeera

114. (U) Asked about his Ref B conments, in which he noted
that part of his task as DG of AINis to select a business
nodel for the eventual listing of AIN on the stock narket,
Khanfar indicated that a note of caution has been injected
into that plan. He said he wanted over the next five years to
i ntroduce nore of a business nodel into Al Jazeera's
operations, partly in order to nmake the network at | east
partially self-dependent with revenues from adverti sing. But
he said that a total listing on the stock exchange is
unl i kely. Those with noney to invest in the region usually
have political connections, he said, and AJN woul d not want
to create a situation where investors inimcal to the AJN
ethos were able to gain a controlling interest in the
networ k. Wat is being considered nowis a possible partial
listing on the stock exchange to avoid such an eventuality,
sai d Khanfar.

115. (SBU) The Al Jazeera Network is clearly a much bigger

animal than the already unwi eldy Al Jazeera Arabic channel
and has yet to define many key aspects of itself, including
the relationship between the Arabic and English channels, the
technical details of the framework AJN will provide for the
overal |l operation of the different AJ entities, and the

di stribution of power within that framework. Chatter about
tensi on between Khanfar and Ni gel Parsons, the Managi ng
Director of Al Jazeera English, continues, with sone

specul ating that Parsons will |eave the English channel soon
after its launch, and others claimng that Khanfar is trying
toinfiltrate the English channel with enpl oyees loyal to
him since he currently has no loyalty base fromwhich to
attenpt to control the new channel. The identity of Khanfar's
replacenent at AJ Arabic is also the source of mnuch

specul ation, given that Al Jazeera politics, like Qatari
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politics, are personality driven and the inclinations of his
repl acenent are likely to have a significant inpact on the
channel's operations.

UNTERMEYER
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SUBJECT: QATARI MFA: AL JAZEERA S NOT A BI LATERAL
QATAR- TUNI SI A | SSUE

REF: TUNI' S 2639 (NOTAL)
Cl assified By: Anbassador Chase Unterneyer, reasons 1.4 (bé&d)

1. (C) Sunmary: After recalling its Anbassador from Qatar
October 19 in protest at the content of an Al Jazeera
interview with a Tunisian opposition menber concerning the
Tuni si an governnent's hijab policy, the Tunisian governnent
(@GOT) announced the closure of its mssion to Qatar Cctober
125. A Governnent of Qatar (GOQ news bl ackout on the topic
for Qatari nedia was lifted October 26, with the |ocal
publication of the GOT statenment announcing the closure, and
condemi ng what it ternmed "a hostile canpaign neant to harm
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Tunisia." The GOQ has not issued a statenment on the natter
and a GOQ rep told post that the GOT has not officially
informed the GOQ of its decision to close its enbassy. The
Tuni si an anbassador is the second Arab anbassador to Qatar to
be recalled over Al Jazeera progranm ng, follow ng the recall
of the Saudi ambassador in 2002. End sunmmary.

G0Q reaction

2. (C) Although it initially instructed | ocal nmedia to stay
away fromthe story before lifting the enbargo Cctober 26,
the GOQ has yet to issue any official statenent concerning
the incident. PAO spoke Cctober 29 to Ibrahim A Sahl aw ,
Director of Arab Affairs at the MFA. Al Sahl awi confirned
that the GOQ has not issued any official statenment, noting
that it has not yet received official notification fromthe
GOT of their intent to close their mission. Furthernore, Al
Sahl awi said, the issue is not a bilateral one: "This is not
an i ssue between the two governments," he said.

Al Jazeera reaction

13. (© PAO al so spoke with Al Jazeera Chief Editor Ahmed
Shei kh, who echoed points nade by Al Jazeera chi ef Wadah
Khanfar and reported by international nmedia, to the effect
that Al Jazeera is not wagi nhg any canpai gn agai nst the GO,
does not endorse the positions of its guests, and is willing
to provide a platformfor the GOI's point of view on the
topic. "They are very sensitive, autocratic and
totalitarian,” said Sheikh of the GOI. He confirned that Al
Jazeera has no bureau or registered correspondent in Tunisia:
"We have never been allowed to work in Tunisia," he said.

Local Tuni sian reaction

4. (O Faisal Baatout (protect), the AFP correspondent in
Qatar who covered the story, is also a Tunisian national. He
told PAO Cctober 29 that the GOT is blam ng the GOQ because,
"They don't believe that Al Jazeera is independent. They have
tried to stop prograns in the past through political
intervention and they succeeded, so they try this." He said
the I ocal Tunisian community consists of some 7,000

i ndi vi dual s, according to the recently-departed Tunisian
Anbassador to Qatar, and all are concerned about the

provi sion of GOT services to Tunisian citizens here. Baatout
said there is speculation that the Tunisian nmission to Kuwait
will send a representative to Doha on a weekly or bi-weekly
basis to nmeet the needs of |ocal Tunisians.
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15. (C) The Tunisian anbassador is the third to be recalled

fromQatar in the past four years and the second to be
recal | ed because of Al Jazeera progranmm ng. The Saudi
Anbassador to Qatar was recalled in 2002 (and has not been
repl aced) because of a debate aired by Al Jazeera critical of
the Saudi royal fanmily. In a devel opnent unrelated to Al
Jazeera, the Jordani an anbassador was recalled last nonth in
protest at the Qatari Governnent's refusal to vote for the
Jordani an candi date to repl ace UNSYG Kofi Annan. The Al
Jazeera establishment is well accustoned to receiving
criticismfromforeign governments for its coverage and has
effectively adopted a blase "take a nunber" approach to such
criticism

UNTERVEYER
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STATE FOR NEA/ PD, NEA/ ARP

I NFO NSC FOR ABRAMS, DOD/ OSD FOR SCHENKER AND MATHENY
LONDON FOR ARAB MEDI A OFFI CE

DUBAI FOR PUBLI C DI PLOVACY HUB

CENTCOM FWD FOR PUBLI C AFFAI RS

E.O 12958: N A
TAGS: PREL KPAO QA
SUBJECT: AL JAZEERA TURNS TEN

1. Al Jazeera celebrated its 10th Anniversary Novenber 1 with a

| avi sh celebration held in the open-air on the Al Jazeera conpound
in Doha. The event was attended by the Qatari Amir and his wfe,
Shei kha Mbza, as well as a wide range of Qatari dignitaries and
menbers of the diplomatic comunity, including Anbassador, DCM and
PAC.

2. Al Jazeera used the occasion to unveil a nenorial wall listing
t he names of more than 630 journalists killed and inprisoned

t hroughout the world, including some Al Jazeera staffers. Al
Jazeera clearly spent a significant sumon the cel ebration, which
i ncluded a performance of a synphony conposed for the event by
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Lebanese nusician Marcel Khalifa. The choral work, entitled "El egy
for the Orient," was perforned in the Italian city of Piacenza by
the Italian Phil harnonic Orchestra and was beanmed |ive to Doha,
wher e guests wat ched the performance on gi ant outdoor screens.

13. The nusical performance was preceded by a precis of A Jazeera's
ten-year history, given by two of the channel's presenters,

i ncluding dramatic clips, predomnantly of Al Jazeera's war and
conflict coverage. Speeches followed by Al Jazeera Board Chairman
Shei kh Hamad bin Thaner Al Thani and Wadah Khanfar, Director-General
of the overall A Jazeera Network and Managi ng Director of the

Arabi ¢ channel .

4. Neither speech contained any surprises - both congratul ated the
Amir, Qatar, Al Jazeera staffers and the Arab world in general on
the occasion of the 10th anniversary. Khanfar reiterated faniliar
thenes - such as the unique edge in Mddle Eastern coverage given Al
Jazeera by its location in the heart of the region; its role in
educating and liberating the average Arab listener; and the

chal | enges and resi stance the channel has faced. Khanfar recognized
the famlies of Al Jazeera reporters who have been either killed in
the line of duty (correspondent Tareq Ayoub), or detained (reporter
Tayseer Al ouni, now under house arrest in Spain after being
convicted of collaborating with a terrorist group; and caneranan
Sami Al Hajj, detained since 2001 in Guantananp Bay). (Note: Al ouni
appeared during the proceedings in a taped statenent in which he

t hanked his supporters, congratul ated Al Jazeera and encour aged
fellow journalists. End note.)

15. Khanfar also referred to the upcom ng Novenber 15 |aunch of the

Engl i sh-1 anguage Al Jazeera International and the network's plans to
| aunch a pan-Arab newspaper (septel reporting on both topics).

6. The anni versary received wide | ocal and regional press coverage
in both news and commentary sections, with the tone primarily
congratul atory of the channel and of the Amir for supporting it.

Unt er neyer
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E.O 12958: NA
TAGS: PREL KPAO QA

SUBJECT: AL JAZEERA ENGLI SH LAUNCHES - FI NALLY

1. MORE THAN TWD YEARS AFTER ITS I NI TI AL CREATI ON I N 2004, THE

ENGLI SH- LANGUAGE VERSI ON OF AL JAZEERA - NOW KNOWN AS AL JAZEERA
ENGLI SH (AJE) - LAUNCHED TO GREAT FANFARE | N DOHA NOVEMBER 15.

2. I'N LAUNCH NG THI S PRQIECT, THE AM R OF QATAR HAS DI SBURSED

UNDI SCLOSED, BUT UNDCUBTEDLY VAST, SUM5S OF MONEY TO MATCH UP AN

| MPRESSI VE LI NE- UP OF RESPECTED FI GURES I N JOURNALI SM W TH

CUTTI NG- EDGE HI GH DEFI NI TI ON TV TECHNOLOGY. BROADCASTI NG FROM FOUR

GECCRAPHI C CENTERS (DOHA, KUALA LUVPUR, LONDON AND WASHI NGTON), AJE
BOASTS 20 NEW BUREAUS THROUGHOUT THE WORLD, AS WELL AS FREE ACCESS
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TO THE EXI STI NG 42 BUREAUS OF THE AL JAZEERA ARABI C CHANNEL. SOME 30
SEASONED CORRESPONDENTS FROM A W DE RANGE OF COUNTRI ES ARE STAFFI NG
THE NEW BUREAUS.

13. THE TWO YEARS PRECEDI NG AJE' S LAUNCH HAVE BEEN FI LLED W TH RUMORS

AND SPECULATI ON CONCERNI NG BOTH | TS CONTENT AND THE NATURE OF I TS
RELATI ONSH P W TH THE AL JAZEERA ARABI C CHANNEL.

THE CONTENT

4. THE QUESTI ON OF CONTENT HAS BEEN ANSWERED | N SMALL PART BY THE
FI RST 24 HOURS OF AJE PROGRAMM NG. I N FULFI LLMENT OF I TS PROM SE TO
FACI LI TATE "THE FLOWN OF NEWS FROM SOUTH TO NORTH' AJE FOCUSED ALMOST
EXCLUSI VELY ON NEWS FROM THE DEVELOPI NG WORLD IN I TS FI RST 24 HOURS.
I TS FI RST LI VE NEWS BROADCAST FEATURED (I N THI S ORDER) STORI ES FROM
GAZA, DARFUR, | RAN AND ZI MBABWE, FOLLOWAED BY | TEM5 FROM SQOVALI A,
CONGO AND BRAZI L, | NTERSPERSED W TH BREAKI NG NEWS UPDATES ON A
TSUNAM WARNI NG | N JAPAN. THE NEWS SEGVENTS WERE LONGER | N LENGTH

SI PDI S

THAN IS USUAL ON CABLE NEWS PROGRAMS - AGAIN I N FULFI LLMENT OF THE
CHANNEL' S PROM SE TO PRESENT NEWS AT A SLOAER, MORE DETAI LED AND
THOUGHTFUL PACE. OVER THE HOURS, THE FI RST NEWS BROADCAST MOVED FROM
DOHA ANCHORS TO ANCHCORS | N KUALA LUMPUR, LONDON AND WASHI NGTON. NEWS
I TEM5S ON THE U. S. AND THE UK WERE CONSPI CUOUSLY FEW ( THE AMERI CAS
SEGVENT FEATURED A STORY BY FORMER CNN CORRESPONDENT LUCI A NEWAN
FROM BRAZI L) .

M DDLE EAST COVERAGE

15. THE FI RST STORY ON THE NEW CHANNEL WAS FROM THE GAZA STRI P,
FOCUSI NG ON HAMAS AND | SLAM C JI HAD ROCKET ATTACKS LAUNCHED | NTO

| SRAEL FROM THE STRI P AND ON THE RECENT | SRAEL M LI TARY ACTION I N
GAZA. THE STORY FEATURED CORRESPONDENTS | N BOTH GAZA AND JERUSALEM
TOGETHER W TH SHOTS OF A BANDAGED BABY G RL AND GRI EF- STRI CKEN
PALESTI Nl AN MOTHERS AND CHI LDREN SEARCH NG THROUGH RUBBLE. LATER,
THE CHANNEL COVERED THE DEATH OF AN | SRAELI WOVAN HI T BY A

PALESTI Nl AN ROCKET AND FEATURED SHOTS COF, AND COMMENTARY FROM
PASSI ONATELY ANGRY | SRAELI CI Tl ZENS.

THE TERM NOLOGY QUESTI ON

16. ONE OF THE CENTRAL QUESTI ONS OBSERVERS HAVE BEEN PCSI NG W TH
REGARD TO AJE IS WVHETHER OR NOT I T WLL DI STANCE | TSELF FROM
"LOADED" TERM NOLOGY SUCH AS REFERENCES TO " MARTYRS' RATHER THAN
"SU CIDE BOVBERS." THIS IS A QUESTI ON YET TO BE ANSWERED FULLY,
ALTHOUGH ON NOVEMBER 16, NEWS OF A RETALI ATORY | SRAELI STRI KE ON THE
HOUSE OF A PALESTI NI AN BELI EVED TO BE LI NKED TO THE ROCKET ATTACKS
LAUNCHED FROM GAZA WAS FEATURED ON THE BELOW SCREEN AJE ROLLI NG
TICKER AS "I SRAELI ROCKET HI TS FI GHTER' S HOUSE I N GAZA, " G VI NG THE
SENSE THAT AJE TRIED TO FI ND A BALANCE BETWEEN LABELI NG THE

I NDI VI DUAL A "TERRORI ST" AND A "RESI STANCE FI GHTER, * BOTH LOADED
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TERMS DEPENDI NG ON THE CULTURAL CONTEXT.
Rl Z KHAN | NTERVI EWS | SMAI L HANI YA AND SHI MON PERES

17. RIZ KHAN, THE FORMER CNN ANCHOR, ROLLED QUT H S NEW SHOW NOVEMBER
16 - "A LIVE I NTERACTI VE SHOW LETTI NG VI EWVERS QUESTI ON WORLD

LEADERS, NEWSMAKERS, AND CELEBRI TI ES, ADDRESSI NG KEY | SSUES AND
TRENDS | MPACTI NG LI VES AROUND THE GLOBE" - W TH BACK- TO- BACK

I NTERVI EAN6 W TH PALESTI NI AN PRIME M NI STER | SMAI L HANI YA AND | SRAELI
VI CE PRIME M NI STER SH MON PERES, BOTH OF WHOM ANSWERED QUESTI ONS
FROM KHAN AND QUESTI ONS SENT I N BY VI EWMERS FROM AROUND THE WORLD.

COM NG HI GHLI GHTS

18. AJE | S ADVERTI SI NG AN | N- DEPTH SPECI AL PROGRAM PROFI LI NG SYRI AN

PRESI DENT BASHI R AL ASSAD AND ANOTHER PROFI LI NG SAMM AL HAJJ, THE
SUDANESE AL JAZEERA CAMERAMAN DETAI NED SI NCE 2001 | N GUANTANAMO BAY.
THE CELEBRATED DAVI D FROST | NAUGURATES HI S WEEKLY SHOW " FROST OVER
THE WORLD' ON NOVEMBER 17, REPORTEDLY W TH AN | NTERVI EW W TH BRI Tl SH
PRIME M NI STER TONY BLAIR. THE FULL AJE PROGRAM LI NE- UP CAN BE

VI EMED AT THE AJE WVEBSI TE(HTTP: // ENGLI SH. ALJAZEERA. NET) , RE- LAUNCHED
NOVEMBER 15 TO "MATCH THE LOOK AND FEEL" OF THE NEW CHANNEL.

ADVERTI SI NG

19. AJE HAS MADE CLEAR THAT I T DOES NOT DEPEND ON ADVERTI SI NG FOR
OPERATI NG REVENUE, AND I TS MANAG NG DI RECTOR, N GEL PARSONS, HAS
ACKNOWLEDGED TO POST THAT THERE IS A "PCLI TI CAL" RELUCTANCE BY SQOVE
ADVERTI SERS TO SEEK AIR-TI ME WTH AL JAZEERA. PRESENTLY ADVERTI SI NG
ON AJE ARE ENTI TIES SUCH AS NOKI A, ETI HAD Al RLI NES, QATAR Al RWAYS,
QATAR FI NANCI AL CENTER AND DUBAI HOLDI NGS.

WORLDW DE DI STRI BUTI ON

110. ACCORDI NG TO COMMERCI AL DI RECTOR LI NDSEY OLI VER, THE CHANNEL
LAUNCHED TO 80 M LLI ON HOUSEHOLDS VI A CABLE AND SATELLI TE. AJE PRESS
MATERI ALS CLAI M LAUNCH PLATFORMS | N AFGHANI STAN, AUSTRALI A, BELG UM
BOSNI A & HERZEGOVI NA, BULGARI A, CROATI A, CYPRUS, DENVARK, ESTON A,

FI NLAND, FRANCE, CGERVANY, GHANA, GREECE, HONDURAS, HONG KONG

| NDONESI A, | RELAND, | SRAEL, | TALY, JORDAN, KENYA, KUAI T, LATVIA,
LEBANON, LI THUANI A, MALAYSI A, MALDI VES, MALTA, M DDLE EAST, NEW
ZEALAND, NORWAY, POLAND, PORTUGAL, QATAR, ROVANI A, SOUTH AFRI CA,
SPAI'N, SWEDEN, SW TZERLAND, THAI LAND, THE NETHERLANDS, TURKEY,

UNI TED ARAB EM RATES, UNI TED KI NGDOM| UNI TED STATES, AND UGANDA. "IN
ADDI TI ON TO CABLE, ADSL, MOBILE PLATFORMS AND SATELLI TE, AL JAZEERA
ENGLI SH WLL BE AVAI LABLE AS A LI VE STREAM TO THE ONE BI LLI ON USERS
OF THE | NTERNET WORLDW DE, " SAI D THE PROMOTI ONAL NMATERI ALS.

U S. DI STRI BUTI ON
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111. OLI VER, ECHO NG PREVI QUS POST CONVERSATI ONS W TH AJE MANAGEMENT,
ACKNOWL.EDGED DI FFI CULTY | N PENETRATI NG THE U. S. MARKET BUT RENAI NED
COPTI M STI C ABOUT FUTURE OPPORTUNI TI ES. AT LAUNCH, THE FOLLOW NG

LI M TED DI SSEM NATI ONS WERE AVAI LABLE IN THE U. S.:

-- GLOBECAST (WAV GLOBECAST. COM A FRENCH OANED COVPANY WWHI CH
MANAGES WORLD TV SERVI CE, A 200- CHANNEL BOUQUET, FOR THE US MARKET.
WORLD TV SERVES AN ESTI MATED 500, 000 HOVES IN THE U. S. WHO LARGELY
RECEI VE | T DI RECT- TO- HOVE FROM | NTELSAT.

-- FISION (HTTP: // WANN FI SI ON. NET/) A HOUSTON- BASED COVPANY PROVI DES
400 DI G TAL TELEVI SI ON CHANNELS TO HOUSTON SUBSCRI BERS.

-- JUWP TV (HTTPS:// WAV JUMPTV. COM EN CHANNEL/ ALJAZEERA/ ) BI LLS
| TSELF AS AN "ONLINE TV NETWORK. " | T ALREADY OFFERS AL JAZEERA
ARABI C AS WEBCAST OVER THE | NTERNET.

-- VDC (WAW VDC. COM AN | NTERNET- STREAM NG OPERATI ON WHI CH UTI LI ZES
I NTERNET PROTOCOL TELEVI SI ON (1 PTV) TECHNOLOGY.

POST- LAUNCH

112. THE ROLL- OQUT WAS SLI CK AND PROFESSI ONAL, W TH AJE STAFFERS
EXPRESSI NG RELI EF AT THE RELATI VELY H TCH FREE LAUNCH CHARLOITE
DENT, AJE'S PUBLI C RELATI ONS CH EF, TOLD PAO NOVEMBER 16 THAT THE
CHANNEL HAS BEEN "DELUGED' W TH EMAI LS FROM | NTERNET VI EVERS | N THE
U S. AND CANADA WHO ARE " DI SAPPO NTED' AT NOT BEI NG ABLE TO VI EW AJE
PROGRAMM NG VI A CABLE OR SATELLI TE. DENT SAI D COMMERCI AL DI RECTOR
LI NDSEY OLI VER PLANS A RETURN TRIP TO THE U.S. NEXT MONTH TO

RE- CONNECT W TH SATELLI TE/ CABLE PROVI DERS. " THE RESPONSE HAS BEEN
PHENOVENAL, FROM ALL OVER THE WORLD. ONCE U. S. CARRI ERS REALI ZE WE
ARE NOT SUCH A GAMBLE, | THI NK THE SI TUATI ON W LL CHANGE," SAID
DENT.

113. DENT SAI D THE MOOD AT AJE NOVEMBER 16 WAS ONE OF "TOTAL ELATI ON'
AFTER A H TCH FREE LAUNCH SHE SAI D THE CHANNEL IS CURRENTLY Al RI NG
12 HOURS DAILY OF LI VE NEWs PROGRAMM NG ( FROM NOON TO M DNI GHT GMI) ,
W TH THE RENMAI NI NG HOURS COVERED BY RECORDED PROGRAMM NG AND, WHEN
NECESSARY, LI VE BREAKI NG NEWS UPDATES. SHE SAI D THE PROPORTI ON OF

LI VE NEWs6 PROGRAMM NG WLL RISE TO 14, 16, 18 ETC., UNTIL IT REACHES

24 HOURS A DAY, PROBABLY BY THE FI RST QUARTER OF 2007.
AJA AND AJE - GETTI NG ON MJCH BETTER NOW

114. ONE REMARKABLE TURNAROUND THAT HAS BEEN I N THE MAKI NG OVER THE
LAST SEVERAL MONTHS | S THE RELATI ONSHI P BETWEEN AL JAZEERA ARABI C
AND AJE. I NITIALLY HALLMARKED BY DI STRUST AND HOSTILITY, WTH THE AJ
ARABI C STAFFERS OPENLY EXPRESSI NG FEARS THAT THE

"WESTERNER- DOM NATED' AJE WOULD HI JACK ANDY OR DI LUTE THE AL JAZEERA
BRAND AND | DENTI TY, THE RELATI ONSHI P HAS EVOLVED | NTO FAM LI ARI TY
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AND EVEN SOVE COLLEGQ ALITY. CHATTING WTH AJ ARABI C STAFFERS AT AJ
STUDI OS NOVEMBER 15, PAO WAS SURPRI SED AT THE WARMIH AND PRI DE | N
THE LAUNCH EXPRESSED BY STAFFERS AT THE ARABI C CHANNEL. SI M LARLY,
THE TONE AT THE FRI ENDS OF AL JAZEERA BLOG

(HTTP: /] WV FRI ENDSOFALJAZEERA. ORG), VWHI CH HAS LONG BEEN

CHARACTERI ZED BY HOSTI LI TY AND OFTEN DOWANRI GHT VENOM ECHOED A

SIM LAR SENSE OF COLLEG ALI TY AND ACH EVEMENT AROUND THE LAUNCH. AJE
STAFFERS, I N THEIR TURN, ARE CONS| STENTLY CAREFUL TO RECOGNI ZE, I N
PUBLI C AND | N PRI VATE, THAT AJE IS BU LT "ON THE HERI TAGE OF OUR

SI STER CHANNEL. "

115. PART OF THE CAUSE OF THI S TURNAROUND | S UNDOUBTEDLY THE FACT
THAT WADAH KHANFAR, MANAG NG DI RECTOR OF THE ARABI C CHANNEL, WAS
NAMED EARLI ER THI S YEAR AS DI RECTOR GENERAL OF THE OVERALL AL
JAZEERA NETWORK (WHI CH NOW I NCLUDES AJA, AJE, AJ SPORTS, AJ DI RECT -
SORT OF AN ARABI C C-SPAN -, AJ DOCUMENTARY, THE AJ MEDI A TRAI NI NG
CENTER AND THE AJ RESEARCH CENTER). KHANFAR S CONSI DERABLE ENERG ES
HAVE SI NCE BEEN DI RECTED AT UNI FYI NG THE TWDO CHANNELS, BOTH

PHYSI CALLY AND CONCEPTUALLY. THE PHYSI CAL RELCCATI ON OF AJE TO THE
SAME COMPOUND AS AJA ALSO | NCREASED THE STAFFS' FAM LI ARITY W TH
EACH OTHER AND LED TO REDUCED TENSI ON.

116. AJE HAS ONLY JUST BEGUN TO PROVE | TSELF, AND THE COM NG MONTHS

WLL SHONVWHETHER | T CAN FOLLOW UP THE SUCCESS COF | TS LAUNCH BY BOTH
MAI NTAI NI NG AND EXPANDI NG | TS CURRENT ESTI MATED AUDI ENCE COF 80

M LLION. A TOO EXCLUSI VE FOCUS ON NEW5S FROM THE " SOUTH' MAY WELL

RI SK ALI ENATI NG VI EAERS FROM THE " NORTH, " AND MALADRO T HANDLI NG OF
"HOT" M DDLE EAST TOPI CS COULD ALI ENATE EI THER OR BOTH ARAB AND
NON- ARAB AUDI ENCES. OTHER QUESTI ONS OF KEY | NTEREST WLL BE THE
EXTENT TO WHI CH AJE AND AL JAZEERA ARABI C | NFLUENCE EACH OTHER; AND
VHERE THAT MUTUAL CYCLE OF | NFLUENCE W LL TAKE BOTH THE ENTI RE AL
JAZEERA NETWORK AND THE OVERALL PHENOVENON COF M DDLE- EAST- CENTERED
NEWS GENERATI ON.

UNTERMEYER

http://wikil eaks.cabl edrum.net/cable/2006/11/06DOHA 1659.html (5 of 5)9/21/2011 5:40:57 PM



Cable Viewer

% KEEP US Viewing cable 06MUSCAT1614, MEDIA REACTION: NATIONAL DAY IN OMAN, AL JAZEERA

Y STRONG If you are new to these pages, please read an introduction on the structure of a cable as well as how to discuss them with

d ‘ : others. See also the FAQs

« 4} . Reference ID Created Released Classification Origin
06MUSCAT1614 2006-11-20 13:01 2011-08-30 01:44 UNCLASSIFIED Embassy Muscat

Currently released so far...

251287 / 251,287

Articles

Brazil
Sri Lanka
United Kingdom
Sweden
Global
United States
Latin America
Egypt
Jordan
Yemen
Thailand

Browse latest releases
2011/08

VZCZCXRCB789

PP RUEHBC RUEHDE RUEHKUK RUEHROV

DE RUEHMS #1614/ 01 3241301

ZNR UULUW ZZH

P 201301Z NOV 06

FM AVEMBASSY MUSCAT

TO RUEHC/ SECSTATE WASHDC PRI CRI TY 7432
| NFO RUEHEE/ ARAB LEAGUE COLLECTI VE
RUEHLO' AVEMBASSY LONDON 0456

RUEHFR/ AVEMBASSY PARI S 0348

RHVFI SS/ CDR USCENTCOM NMACDI LL AFB FL

UNCLAS SECTION 01 OF 02 MJSCAT 001614
SIPDI S
SIPDI S

STATE FOR NEA/ ARP, NEA/ PPD, NEA/ PI, AND | NR/ R/ MR
STATE PASS USTR FOR N. MOORJANI, J. BUNTIN
LONDON FOR TSQU

PARI S FOR ZEYA

USCENTCOM FOR PLUSH

FORElI GN PRESS CENTER FOR SI LAS

E.O 12958: N A

TAGS: O | P KPAO KMDR MJ

SUBJECT: MEDI A REACTI ON: NATI ONAL DAY I N OVAN, AL JAZEERA
| NTERNATI ONAL, AMERI CAN "W\ I 1", OVANI MODEL FOR PEACE

1. SUMMARY: Onani nedia focus this week was squarely - and nearly
exclusively - on coverage revol ving around the celebration of the
country's national day (the Sultan's birthday). The very little
press attention to other matters displayed m ngled pride and concern
over the startup of Al Jazeera international and drew on the
Sultan's recent remarks to reflect on the path to peace in the
region. END SUMVARY.

2. Al papers, along with broadcast news on radio and tel evision,
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carried bl anket coverage relating to the observation of Oman's
national day. The Sultan's Novenber 15 speech to the Majlis Qman
(the joint session of the Majlis al Shura and Majlis al Dow a)
received | audatory headlines ("H s Majesty to grace Council of
Oman' s annual neeting today", "Hi s Majesty declares big drive to
devel op human resources"). Features in all papers highlighted new
and ongoi ng devel opnment projects across the Sultanate ("Miscat
Muni ci pality takes up nmany anbitious projects"), while coverage of
the holiday itself is summed up by the "Tinmes of Oran" banner
headl i ne, "Tryst with the dorious Day". The signing of the

U S. -Oman Free Trade Agreenent received prom nent placenment in nost
of the many year-in-review features present in all nmedia. Severa
papers published special holiday feature sections, while state-owned
Arabi ¢ and English papers included a special souvenir portrait of
Sul t an Qaboos.

13. On Novenber 20, state-owned Arabic daily "Oran" (circul ation
38,000) carried a colum by acadeni ¢ comment at or Mihammad Awadh
al - Mashai khi in which he gave voice to nixed feelings about

"Al -Jazeera International News Channel: the Positive Voice Com ng
fromthe South":

Al t hough Al Jazeera has surpassed any other news channel in the Arab
world (not least as a result of the enornous funds invested in it
and the political will that facilitated its freedom of expression),
it is difficult to judge the new channel in its own context. [Al
Jazeera International] is operating in a very conpetitive
environnment in which other international English news channels, such
as CNN and the BBC, dominate. Now its conpetition is not regional
Arabi ¢ channels, but those with a track record of attracting
billions of viewers worldw de. Already it has been noticed it
started with excessive focus on Israeli news; on the first day it
had a lengthy interview with Shinon Peres, and the first sports item
was about the Israel vs. Croatia football match. |In addition, its
political programs received participation fromlsraelis from

occupi ed Jerusal em through tel ephone calls. The world is expecting
from"A Jazeera International” to provide an informative nedi a
message that is based on honesty, creditability, authenticity,

bal ance, and objectivity. This will be expressed through show ng
the bitter realities that the Arabic and Islanmic nations are living
in."

"Anmeri cani zed Model" to blanme for World War 1117

4. Private Arabic daily "Al -Watan" (circulation 42,000) reflected
Novenber 20 on CENTCOM Commander Abizaid's comments on the need to

confront Islamc extrem sm asking "W is Provoking Wrld War
Frree:
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"CGeneral John Abizaid turned the caneras on hinself when he spoke
about the possibility of "World War 111" erupting in the region.
When American nilitary |eaders use statenments like this, usually
they are | ooking for higher political positions. [Abizaid] did not
provi de any reasons why the situation is going in the wong
direction that he tal ked about. However, the wong actions that his
| eaders are conmitting, their handling the nations of this region
with an iron hand - these are the reasons for such a war. He is
forgetting that the Iragi wound is only of Anerican naking,

Pal estinian suffering results froman American nodel of tyranny, the
game in Lebanon is a nere draft of what America wants to create, and
the pressure agai nst Afghanis to discard the Taliban is an excuse
for the Anerican invasion. The reason for this "Wrld War 11" is
not because these nations need freedom sonething they conpletely

MJUSCAT 00001614 002 OF 002

conprehend and fight for, rather, it is the Anericani zed nodel of
freedom"

15. "Al Watan" drew from Sultan Qaboos's Novenber 15 speech to
reconmmend his thinking as the way to create peace and stability in
its Novenmber 20 col um, "Understanding Peace...A Vision in the

Sul tan's Message":

"The national approach to foreign policy was very clear in the
Sultan's nmessage: it is based on integrity, justice, peace,
security, and tolerance. His political vision shows what is needed
internationally in the future to consolidate peace and stability in
the world, and to do so on proper, solid political and diplomatic
bases. Everyone knows that the Sultanate has been the first to
support peace in the world, and that this is the main criterion in
its foreign policy. The Sultan's nethod of foreign policy has

al ways originated fromhis support of rights, regardl ess of

geogr aphi ¢ and denographi ¢ di mensi ons or any religious or

i deol ogi cal differences. Only on these bases will the world know
peace and stability, allowing it to develop and flourish."

GRAPPO

http://wikil eaks.cabl edrum.net/cable/2006/11/06M USCAT1614.html (3 of 3)9/21/2011 5:41:26 PM



Cable Viewer

KEEP US Viewing cable 06DOHA1715, AL JAZEERA ENGLISH HEAD OF NEWS CAUTIOUSLY

Y STRONG If you are new to these pages, please read an introduction on the structure of a cable as well as how to discuss them with
d ’ s others. See also the FAQs
« 4} . Reference ID Created Released Classification Origin
06DOHA1715 2006-12-07 11:04 2011-08-30 01:44 CONFIDENTIAL Embassy Doha
VZCZCXRCB869
RR RUEHROV

Currently released so far...

251287 / 251,287

Articles

Brazil
Sri Lanka
United Kingdom
Sweden
Global
United States
Latin America
Egypt
Jordan
Yemen
Thailand

Browse latest releases
2011/08

DE RUEHDO #1715/ 01 3411104

ZNY CCCCC ZZH

R 071104Z DEC 06

FM AMEMBASSY DCOHA

TO RUEHC/ SECSTATE WASHDC 5896

I NFO RUEHXK/ ARAB | SRAELI COLLECTI VE

RUEHLO' AVEMBASSY LONDON 1000

RHVFI SS/ HQ USCENTCOM MACDI LL AFB FL// PASS TO USCENTCOM FWDY /
RHEHAAA/ NSC WASHI NGTON DC

RUEKJCS/ SECDEF WASHI NGTON DC

CONFI DENT 1 AL SECTION 01 OF 03 DOHA 001715
SIPDI S
SIPDI S

STATE FOR NEA/ PD, NEA/ ARP
I NFO NSC FOR ABRAMS, DOD/ OSD FOR SCHENKER AND MATHENY
LONDON FOR ARAB MEDI A OFFI CE

E. O 12958: DECL: 10/30/2011

TAGS: KPAO PREL QA ALJAZEERA

SUBJECT: AL JAZEERA ENGLI SH HEAD OF NEWS CAUTI QUSLY
OPTI M STI C, SEEKS FEEDBACK

REF: DOHA 1659
Cl assified By: Anbassador Chase Unterneyer, reasons 1.4 (bé&d)

1. (U PAO nmet Decenber 6 with |brahimHelal, Deputy Managi ng
Director for News and Programm ng of Al Jazeera English
(AJE). The Egyptian-born Helal is 36 years old and worked as
programeditor for the Al Jazeera Arabic (AJA) channel from
its founding in 1996 until 1999. He then worked for Abu Dhabi
TV as head of news from 2000 to 2001, before returning to AJA
as editor-in-chief. He left AJA when current AJA MD WAadah
Khanfar took over the reins in 2003 and worked at the BBC
Wirld Service Trust as Project Director for the Mddle East
and North Africa, where he was responsible for training and
devel opment of Arab nedia organi zations. He joined AJE in My
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12006.

2.(U) Wen asked for his assessnent of AJE s performance so
far, Helal said cautiously "so far, so good," but that he was
reluctant to pronounce "so soon" (Per reftel, AJE | aunched

t hree weeks ago, on Novenber 15). He was anxi ous to hear

PAO s assessnent of AJE' s performance so far. PAO said it was
early days yet, but the launch seened to have gone very well
and the overall reaction in international nedia to date
seenmed to have been positive. She noted that AJE has
certainly delivered on its promise to bring news of "the
South to the North", with its extended focus on devel opi ng
country issues, and asked to what extent Helal thought this
sort of focus may prove alienating to broader internationa
audi ences.

13. (U Helal agreed it was a danger (naking specific
reference to a current, very extended, series of programs on
the problem of nmalaria) and said that part of AJE s bal ancing
act at this point is to ensure that it has specific
objectives for its "South to North" programm ng. Sonme of the

programeditors are so eager to fulfill this mandate, that
they do not question what the specific objectives may be. AJE
has to consider the ethical lines in question here, he said.
A television station cannot set itself up to act as a
political tool in order to force change in any arena -- that
woul d take it beyond its journalistic mandate. Helal said
this was an issue he had had with Al Jazeera Arabic -- where

many of the reporting and editorial staff wanted to be
perceived as activist and to feel activist, but in the |ast
anal ysi s, had no coherent specific objectives behind their
programi ng and editing choices, not to nention the fact that
activismruns counter to TV journalismi nperatives.

M ddl e East coverage

4. (U A large part of AJE' s strength will be the texture it
brings to coverage of M ddl e East issues, which, because of
their potential and actual inpact, are actually
international, rather than regional issues, Helal said.
Taki ng the recent assassination of Pierre Jemayl in Lebanon
as an exanple, Helal said that AJE was able to bring a nuch
nore accurate sense of the Lebanese realities to the

Engl i sh-speaki ng screen, highlighting conplexities that are
gl ossed over by Western media. But "is it too much for the
average viewer?" he worried. Does the average vi ewer want
that level of detail?

I raq

15. (C PAO asked how AJE was managi ng |Iraq coverage. Hel al

sai d AJE had asked the Al Maliki government for access and
had spoken to "the Iranians"” about the issue as well. He said
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the Iranians, who "seened to be speaking for the Al MaliKki
governnent" gave a positive response to the AJE request, but
so far pernmission fromthe Al Mliki government has not been
forthcom ng. Like AJA, he said, AJE can operate in the north
of Iraq and otherw se procures footage fromlocal production
houses and manages quite a conprehensive coverage of events
in lrag from Doha. He asked PAOif the USG could help with
getting Iraq access for AJE and PAO responded that that woul d
be a decision for the Iraqi governnment to make.

Terrori st videotapes

16. (U PAO asked what the AJE policy would be should it

DOHA 00001715 002 OF 003

receive a tape fromA Qaeda and their ilk. Helal said AJE s
policy would be the same as AJA's -- "if it is newsworthy, we
will air it."

Per sonnel i ssues

17. (U Helal noted that AJE is still about 20 percent
under-staffed, which will affect its ability to switch to
24-hour live news coverage (Note: The channel |aunched wth
12 hours of live news a day - noon to mdnight GMI - and has
now expanded to 17 hours, from 1000 GMI to 0300 GMI). He did
not anticipate being able to reach 24-hour coverage before
next February. He acknow edged difficulty with hiring Arab
nationals to work at AJE. "W had PR about having 30 percent
Arabs on our staff before | aunch, but we don't,"” he said. He
estimated that Arab staff are |l ess than 20 percent of news
staff, and bl amed stynied clearances by the Qatari Governnent
-- few Arab candi dates receive the OK fromthe GOQ i nterna
security, he said.

Cetting feedback

18. (U Helal said the process of gathering feedback is

| argely done by AJE' s PR departnment, who gather and anal yze
commentary, and share trends and specifics with the news
staff. "W also have nany friends at CNN, BBC and so forth,
who | et us know what they think," but no formal ratings data
is available yet in the region. Helal saw that as sonething
AJE woul d focus on at a |later stage of its establishnent. He
cl ai med, [ aughing, that CNN and BBC had emergency strategy
meeti ngs when AJE | aunched, to assess the inpact of the new
channel and define strategies to neet its new chall enge. He
noted he was pleased with the lack of negative feedback from
the Al Jazeera Arabic channel: "I know we have nany, many
enem es over there, and we would have heard right away if
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there had been problenms"” fromtheir perspective with AJE s
coverage of M ddl e East issues, he said.

Interaction with AJA

19. (U He noted that interaction with AJA has proved fruitfu
for AJE so far. "W neet every day with their editorial

team " he said. AJE did a recent special on Congo, which
relied heavily on AJA access and contacts during its
production. AJE has used AJA' s Bahrain correspondent for
actual reporting - "he happens to speak good English, and I

t hought, why not?" said Helal. Simlarly, he said, AJE used a
translated report froman AJA reporter "for variety" during
recent events in Lebanon, and has al so used sone of AJA's
excl usi ve footage.

Assessnent of Al Jazeera Arabic

110. (U) PAO asked Hel al how he saw AJA currently. He said AJA
has made a |l ot of progress in the last few years in many
areas, but still has work to do. It now has 75 reporters
wor |l dwi de, for exanple. "That is huge," he said, and noted
that problens with "TV-readi ness" quality control therefore
abound. He said AJA is very strict on accuracy and Doha staff
revi ew each AJA report for accuracy at several points before
it goes to air - including having Doha staff edit the package
if necessary just before it goes to air. At AJE, "we are not
so strict. We trust our reporters,” he said, adding that AJE
field-produced segnents frequently go directly to air with
little or no Doha review. Therefore, he said, although the
AJA reports are accurate, have all the right interviewes and
present all the facts, they are witten for newspaper or
radio, they are not witten for TV, he said.

111. (C) Helal appears young, energetic, know edgeabl e and
articulate and is clearly very much aware of the history A
Jazeera English is building upon and of the opposing pitfalls
- amobng M ddl e Eastern and Western audi ences alike -- facing
t he new channel. He was brought to AJE by Wadah Khanfar in
May 2006 at the hei ght of tensions between the Arabic and
Engl i sh channel s, when significant nunbers of the former were
concerned that a "Westerner-run" AJE would hijack Al
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Jazeera's hard-won brand and Arab identity. His history with
Al Jazeera Arabic and his strong regional/cultural
credentials have no doubt been an inportant elenent in
quieting those tensions. He will certainly have a key role in
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det erm ni ng whet her those tensions are eventually resol ved or
whet her they flare up again He urged PAOto keep in touch
and not to hesitate to provide feedback at any tine or to

request clarification if something "does not appear clear."
UNTERMEYER
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SUBJECT: AL JAZEERA QUALI TY ASSURANCE CHI EF BELI EVES
PROCGRESS HAS BEEN MADE

REF: A 05 DOHA 1786
1B. DOHA 312

Ol assified By: Anbassador Chase Unterneyer, reasons 1.4 (bé&d)

11. (© Summary: PAO net Decenber 14 with Al Jazeera Quality
Assurance Chi ef, Jaafar Abbas Ahned, to review progress nade
by the Qality Assurance (QA) Unit in his assessnment since Ref
A report in Cctober 2005. In the intervening period, Abbas
was nanmed head of QA for the overall A Jazeera Network,

whi ch includes Al Jazeera Arabic (AJA) and Al Jazeera English
(AJE) anong others. According to Abbas, AJE s performance is
proving to be "an eye-opener” to AJA staff, and he foresees
consi derabl e nutual benefit accruing to the two channels from
their proximty to each other. Abbas feels considerable
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progress has been nmade in establishing the credibility of the
QA unit, which is now regarded by AJ staff with "a m xture of
hostility and respect,"” whereas initially (Ref A), the unit
was regarded "with open hostility.” The QA Unit is undergoing
expansi on and hopes to undertake nore sophisticated content
anal ysis in the com ng nonths. End sumary.

QA for the Network

2. (O Initially established in 2004 to nonitor news and
program quality -- specifically accuracy and bias -- at AJA
the QA Unit's mandate has now been extended to cover the
entire Al Jazeera Network (established in March 2006, Ref B),
whi ch includes Al Jazeera Arabic (AJA), A Jazeera English
(AJE), the two websites, Al Jazeera Direct (cf C Span) and
the soon to be | aunched Al Jazeera Docunentary (cf the

Di scovery Channel). According to Abbas, the decision to nane
himto the Network was taken by AJN Director-Ceneral Wadah
Khanfar, in order to ensure uniformstandards of quality
across the network. Abbas, who drafted the AJ Codes of Ethics
and Conducts inplenented at AJA ei ghteen nonths ago, has
re-issued the two Codes for adoption by all AJ entities after
a current period of open corment fromall staff. Although the
Codes cover all standard international journalismconcepts
(honesty, fairness, objectivity, independence, dealing with
sources etc), the original AJA codes were witten
specifically for an Arabi c channel and needed to be revanped
to cover the new overall AJ reality, Abbas said.

13. (C) Abbas said that in his opinion the Novenber 15 | aunch
of AJE has proved in nany ways to be "an eye-opener" for many
of the Arabic staff, particularly with regard to coverage of
Arab/ M ddl e Eastern/Muslimissues. The AJE staff tend to be
mai nly "from established denocraci es” and "bal ance cones to
themso naturally. It is second nature to themto tell the
other side of the story," he said, adding that the AJE
journalists' attitude of "positive neutrality" is a new

el ement for nost of the Arab journalists (whether raised in
"Republics of Fear" and used to either toeing the official
line in previous jobs, or used to not being able to express
their own opinions freely, or used to unthinking enotional
bias with regard to Arab issues). Wile AJE brings this
benefit to AJA, AJAin its turn is able to informand support
AJE with its expertise and background on M ddl e Eastern/ Arab
affairs, he said.

QA Unit now "respected"”

4. (C) PAO recalled that during their |ast conversation (Ref
A), Abbas had noted that the QA Unit was regarded with "open
hostility" by Al Jazeera journalists, and asked whet her that
situation had changed. Abbas said the QA Unit has steadily

gained in credibility and is now regarded with "a m xture of
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respect and hostility.” The QA Unit produces a daily report
on all the news bulletins, which is discussed by mandate at
the daily 1pmeditorial meeting, he said. The QA Unit also
produces focused sustained reports on a single individual -
whet her a correspondent in the field or a presenter in the
studio - which is used to provide counseling where necessary.
Ful ly backed by AIJN DG Wadah Khanfar, the QA Unit has been
given sonme adm nistrative teeth, he said -- sonme journalists
have | ost their jobs over repeated deliberate violations of
t he Code of Conduct, and the QA Unit now has input into the
performance revi ew t hat deci des the annual salary increnents
the AJ staff receive. "No journalist now dares to be openly
bi ased in script," he said, which had not been the case a
year ago. Cccasionally a reporter in the field will nake

DOHA 00001745 002 OF 003

comrents showi ng bias during unscripted post-report
interviews with anchors, he said. Sonetinmes this is because a
reporter may be weak at ad-1ibbing; sonetinmes established
verbal patterns take over; sonetines the bias is deliberate.
In all cases, the reporter is called to task and the slip
docunent ed, sai d Abbas.

15. (C) The QA Unit, formerly located in separate premises in
a different part of town, is now |located on the Al Jazeera
conmpound, with QA Unit staff offices actually inside the A
Jazeera newsroom Abbas said this co-location has contri buted
to the reduction in hostility between AJ staff and the QA
Unit. The ability to discuss and resolve issues in person at
the time they arise has been a positive factor, he said.

QA Unit to add 6 new enpl oyees

6. (C) Abbas said he is currently interviewing for six new
staff nenbers, to add to the current 7-nenber QA Unit. This
is partly to identify sone native English speakers w th good
Arabic to take on the task of nonitoring AJE, but Abbas al so
said he wants to take the QA Unit in the direction of content
anal ysis. Now that the nore overt forms of bias are nmuch | ess
of a problem Abbas said he is interested in |ooking at the
"nmore subtle forns of bias." For exanple, the ratio of
coverage of some issues conpared to others in overall
programi ng; the nunmber of times certain guests appear; the
types of guests that appear, and so forth. Abbas says that by
tracki ng such concepts "we will eradicate a | ot of
undet ect abl e bias."

The big nanme shows are still no-go areas

http://wikil eaks.cabl edrum.net/cable/2006/12/06DOHA 1745.html (3 of 5)9/21/2011 5:42:24 PM



Cable Viewer

17. (C) Abbas said there are "sone shows" he no | onger
monitors -- nentioning specifically Faisal Al Qasims "The
Opposite Direction" (a heated Cross Tal k-type show); Sanmy
Haddad's "More Than One Opinion" (a discussion show) and
Ahrmed Mansour's "Wthout Limts" (a one-on-one interview
show). On Al Qasimhe said ("off the record") that in his
view t he show should be "w ped off the air" -- A Qasim has
run out of steam no |onger has anything to add to the
general discourse. He started out discussing significant

i ssues such as reform and denocracy, but "last week he had a
show on plastic surgery!"™ No self-respecting intellectua
will appear on Al Qasinis show, said Abbas. Regarding
Mansour, he said Mansour is a "good journalist, researches
his topics and prepares very well. It's not for ne to say why
he is rude to sone of his guests and overly polite to
others," said Abbas. (Note: A Cairo-based Egyptian, Mansour
is known for favoring "lslam st" pro-Mslim Brotherhood
guests on his show. These three nanmes are anong Al Jazeera's
nost seni or and nost proninent and wel | - established
personalities. PAO inferred from Abbas's words and deneanor
that he had likely clashed with them at sonme point, cone off
worst in the encounter and declined to give further input
where it was ignored. Although his clains of having gained
respect and influence over the rank and file of Al's
journalistic staff seemcredible clearly he still has sone
way to go when it cons to such AJ seasoned heavy-hitters as
Haddad, A Qasi m and Mansour. End note.)

I n-house politica education series

18. (C) Abbas said he is in charge of organizing a nonthly

| ecture series on "political education”, which ainms at giving
the AJ journalistic staff theoretical background in
"concepts, ideas and schools of thought." he said. The nopst
recent lecture was on Shi'aism Oher |ecturers have included
a representative of Hezballah and one fromthe Tunisian
"Renai ssance" party, he said. PAO noted that the Enbassy
woul d be pleased to organize a talk for this series by
Enbassy Doha's visiting Ful bright professor, a University of
Massachusetts professor currently teaching an internationa
affairs programat Qatar University. Abbas wel coned the idea
and we wll pursue it.
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19. (O A seasoned and committed journalist, Abbas made it
clear he feels his unit has nade significant progress in
greatly reducing basic journalistic problens relating to
accuracy and bias. This he sees as largely due to the
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hi gh-1 evel AJ support the QA nmandate enjoys and the

adm nistrative teeth it has been permtted to develop, with
an unexpected boost provided by the Iiving exanple of the
nore seasoned and sophi sticated AJE phenonenon next door. Hi s
vision is now focused on providing nore in-depth "content

anal ysis" requiring a nore sophisticated and broader approach
to the overall news day. AJ appears to have been forthcom ng
with the budgetary support he needs to inplenent this vision.
Post will continue to report on his efforts.

UNTERMEYER
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SUBJECT: AL JAZEERA ENGLI SH TO START BROADCASTI NG I N
S| NGAPORE

1. (V) Summary. Al Jazeera English will |ikely begin
broadcasting in Singapore twenty-four hours a day in the
first quarter of 2008, according to N gel Parsons, Managi ng
Director of Al Jazeera English. On Decenber 4, the Media
Devel opnent Authority of Singapore granted SingTel a |anding
license to broadcast Al Jazeera English on mio TV, SingTel's
internet protocol television (IPTV) service. Parsons added
that Al Jazeera English will also pursue a full cable license
to broadcast on StarHub, which reaches nore viewers than
SingTel. End Sumary.

Cetting Confortable with Al Jazeera
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2. (SBU) After nmonitoring Al Jazeera English | ong enough to
be fam liar and confortable with the channel and its content,
Si ngapore, s Medi a Devel opment Authority agreed to give
SingTel a license to broadcast Al Jazeera English in
Singapore on its mo TV, SingTel,s internet protocol (IPTV)
service, Any Chua, Director of Media Content at MDA told us.
Chua did not expect any problens, but noted that if the
channel broadcasts objectionable content, it would be up to
SingTel as the supplier to take action and MDA would step in
if appropriate action were not taken. N gel Parsons,

Managi ng Director of Al Jazeera English commented to us that
the GOS took a cautious approach, nonitoring the channel for
sonme tinme before they granted a |license. Parsons observed,
"I wouldn't be surprised if they decided to give us the |IPTV
license to kind of test the waters."

13. (SBU) When asked what pronpted the MDA to approve a
license for Al Jazeera English at this time, Chua nentioned
t he popul ar demand expressed by visitors fromthe M ddl e East
who want to see Mddle East reporting while in Singapore.

Kri shnasany Bhavani, Press Secretary at the Mnistry of

I nformati on, Conmunication and the Arts (M CA) conmented that
Si ngapore is surrounded by Miuslimnations and needs to offer
programing relevant to the region.

Broadcast to Begin in Early 2008

4. (U A Jazeera English will begin broadcasting as soon as
final details are negotiated between the channel and SingTel,
according to Parsons. He expects the channel to be on air
twenty-four hours a day on mo TV beginning early in the

first quarter of 2008. |In addition, Parsons noted that the
channel signed a non-exclusive agreenent with SingTel, so
that Al Jazeera English can pursue an additional |icense with

StarHub (Singapore,s nain cable service) to becone part of
that supplier's basic tier service.

15. (U) A Jazeera English currently has hubs in Kuala
Lunpur, Doha, London, and Washi ngton. The broadcasting
centers hand off to each other over the course of the day,
and SingTel plans to broadcast the channel twenty-four hours
a day. Parsons nentioned that the broadcaster hopes to set
up new studios in Nairobi and Gaza, and that Latin Anmerica is
quite high on the channel's priority list as well.

| npact of Al Jazeera in the Region

6. (SBU) Parsons cited two regional exanmples where Al
Jazeera English had | ed coverage of |ocal events that
garnered international attention. He boasted that A Jazeera
was the only broadcaster to remain in Burma throughout the
denmonstrations and its footage was aired by broadcasters
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around the world. Regarding the Novenber 25 Indian comunity
denonstration in Kuala Lunpur, Parsons asserted that the

| ocal Ml aysian nmedia were forced to report the event in full
because Al Jazeera English was running it in full on the
Astro channel. He commented that Al Jazeera had initially
been concerned whether it was seditious to cover an illega
denmonstration, and had talked it over with police and | ocal
governnent officials before deciding to broadcast coverage.
He cl ai ned the channel placed great inportance on being
impartial and presented its stories in context. Parsons
added that a Ml aysi an government spokesman in Kual a Lunpur
had thanked Al Jazeera English for its inpartial coverage of
t he dempnstration

SI NGAPORE 00002247 002 OF 002

7. (SBU) Conment. The GOS clearly considered the

rami fications carefully before granting a |license for A
Jazeera English to broadcast in Singapore: press reports

i ndi cate that MDA took nobst of the year to reach its
decision. The GOS likely wel coned SingTel's application for
the license because its mo TV reaches a nuch snaller

audi ence than rival broadcaster StarHub's cable service.
Wth a target audi ence of Singapore's 14 percent Malay Mislim
popul ati on and many visitors famliar with Al Jazeera, the
new channel will likely attract a solid market share. GOS
officials will watch closely, and determ ne whether to grant
a second broadcast license for StarHub to air Al Jazeera
Engl i sh based on their assessnent of the channel's content
and Si ngaporean reaction to the broadcasts. End Comment.

Visit Enbassy Singapore's Cassified website:
http://ww. st at e. sgov. gov/ p/ eap/ si ngapore/ind ex.cfm
HERBOLD
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Brazil
Sri Lanka Classified By: CDA M CHAEL A RATNEY, FOR REASONS 1.4 (B) AND (D).
United Kingdom
Sweden 1. (C SUWMMARY: The Al Jazeera Network's English channel,
Global | ess than two years out of the starting box, continues to
United States henorrhage m ddl e and senior-level staff, including big nanes
Latin America i ke American Dave Marash, who excoriated the station for
Egypt taking on an anti-Anmerican bent. Charges that the English
Jordan newsroom staff are anti-American "have sone truth to them"
Yemen Al Jazeera's (AJ) Managing Director Wadah Khanfar said, but
: the real problemis one of managenent. The station has
Thailand foll owed too closely the BBC s nodel when it cones to
breaki ng news, and this needs to change to fit audience
Browse latest releases expectations of seeing urgent issues presented quickly by
young and dynamic presenters. Khanfar clainmed that a recent
2011/08 flap over anti-lslanmic comments by an Arab-Anerican on a talk

show pronpted AJ's | eadership to institute previously absent
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managenent controls over Arabic talk shows. |ncreasing
editorial control from Doha over AJ's worl dw de bureaus and
talk shows may be a sign that the Qatari |eadership intends
to keep AJ's various channels and formats hewi ng as cl osely
to Doha's political line as AJ's Arabic channel has done from
t he begi nning. END SUMMARY

2. (G The nmonth of March saw further defections fromthe
AJ English channel, including news director and former BBC
executive Steve Cark, and former ABC "N ghtline" presenter
Dave Marash. Khanfar said it was "understandabl e" that d ark
woul d ask to | eave, since his wife, Jo Burgin, is suing the

station over accusations of discrimnation. It was al so
“"time for himto nove on and | et soneone nore dynam c take
over." Khanfar said he wi shed that Marash had not taken his

frustrations out on AJ in the nedia after he quit. Marash,
he said, was "too old" and "didn't look right" seated next to
a younger, nore attractive co-anchor, and so he was upset
when AJ noved himout of his anchor position to produce
special prograns regarding the U S. elections. Khanfar said
he was "di ssapoi nted" that Marash had taken his di sagreenents
with Al Jazeera public.

13. (U Marash, in an April 4 interviewwith the Col unbia
Journalism Review, stated that his renoval as anchor at the
Washi ngt on bureau nmeant that there were now "zero Anerican
accents in any of the presenter roles at Al Jazeera," and
that editorial control was being exerted nore and nore from
t he Doha headquarters. That is why, he expl ai ned, Doha
"l'iterally sneaked a production teaminto the United States"
and then "they went off and shot a four-part series (on
poverty) that was execrable."

4. (U Marash asserted that AJ English's increasingly shoddy
reporting with regard to the United States was a consci ous
decision by senior Qatari officials that followi ng "the
Anerican political ideal of global, universalist values...was
no longer the safest or smartest course, and that it was

time, in fact, to get right with the region.” That is why
the Qataris have "nade up" with the Saudis and Al Jazeera has
concentrated on stories that are "boosterish...of Saudi

Arabi a," according to Marash. He added, however, that Al
Jazeera's coverage "south of the equator" is "terrific."

15. (© The loss of heavy hitters |ike Dave Marash foll owed a

steady stream of |ower-level staff who have left over
reported benefit cuts and an inability of senior managenent

http://wikil eaks.cabl edrum.net/cabl e/2008/04/08DOHA 283.html (2 of 4)9/21/2011 5:43:28 PM


http://wikileaks.cabledrum.net/classification/1_0.html
http://wikileaks.cabledrum.net/classification/2_0.html
http://wikileaks.cabledrum.net/classification/3_0.html
http://wikileaks.cabledrum.net/classification/4_0.html
http://wikileaks.cabledrum.net/classification/5_0.html
http://wikileaks.cabledrum.net/classification/6_0.html
http://wikileaks.cabledrum.net/classification/6_0.html
http://twitter.com/wikileaks
http://en.reddit.com/domain/wikileaks.ch
http://twitter.com/home?status=Reading%20http%3A%2F%2Fwikileaks.org%2Fcable%2F2008%2F04%2F08DOHA283.html%20%2308DOHA283
http://digg.com/submit?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwikileaks.org%2Fcable%2F2008%2F04%2F08DOHA283.html
https://88.80.13.160/

Cable Viewer

to intervene on their behalf. Hamad al -Kuwari, an AJ board
menber and former Qatari Mnister of Information, told PAO
that the AJ staff were "whining" a great deal, but were not
really leaving. The true problemw th AJ English, he

mai ntained, is that the British enpl oyees are "arrogant and
unwilling to listen." They are "acting |ike colonialists"”

and are not easy to satisfy.

16. (C Wadah Khanfar told PAO that there was "sonme truth" to
t he accusations of anti-Americani smanong British staff
menbers, but that AJ English needed to "nove away fromthe
BBC nodel of not airing breaking news inmediately while they
gather nore information and conduct interviews." Khanfar

DOHA 00000283 002 OF 002

expl ai ned that "audi ences have becone accustoned to tuning
into satellite channels to see breaking news right away. |If
somet hing is happening in the world and I turn on AJ Engli sh,
I want to see the news, not an analysis of a small African
tri be somewhere.”

7. (© Khalid Ali Johar, a Qatari who is nomnally in charge
of human resources for Al Jazeera, was quoted in a front-page
article in the local English daily "Gulf Tinmes" on April 7 as
saying that the staff departures were "not a red line for us
to be worried about. W had 25 resignations by the end of
March, which is a normal figure regarding turnover in a |arge
organi zation like ours.” He added that, contrary to runors,
there would be no "relaunch” of AJ English.

MANAGEMENT - FOR A CHANGE

18. (O PAO asked Khanfar what steps AJ was taking to prevent
unpr of essional gaffes fromrecurring. Asked to cite an
exanpl e, PAO offered the recent flap over comments by

Arab- Anerican Wafa' Sultan on the popular talk show "The
Qpposite Direction,"” which were widely viewed as

anti-lslanmc, and caused AJ to offer an on-air apol ogy.
Khanfar said he took the incident very seriously and had
ordered a conmmittee to provide himw th recommendati ons for
corrective action.

19. (© The first step, he said, was to introduce managenent
controls. Previously, presenters such as Faisal al-Qasim
were allowed to choose thenes, guests, and questions with no
oversight. Now, a producer has been appointed for each talk
show, who will have approving authority for the selection of
t hemes and guests. The producer will answer to the senior
news editor, who will also have oversight authority.
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110. (C) Previously, one of the nbst conmon criticisns we
heard from AJ enpl oyees was how littl e nmanagenent oversight
was exerted on a daily basis. AJ English's top executive,

Ni gel Parsons, was reportedly not even consulted when
benefits packages were changed and ot her deci sions were nade.
Now t hat Doha appears to be exerting nore editorial control

and i ntroduci ng nmanagenent oversight, senior staff are
beginning to chafe. As Dave Marash remarked, AJ English is
now beconing less of a "nultipolar news channel” and nore of
"an authentic regional voice," much like AJ Arabic. As a
consequence, bal anced and professional coverage of the United

States is nowless likely to be seen on AJ English -- a fact
that will make it all the nore difficult to market the
station to major U. S. cable providers, which Khanfar clains
is a primary goal -- but may not be particularly inportant to

Qatari officials who view AJ, both English and Arabic, as
important tools of Qatari foreign policy.
RATNEY
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1. (©) Qatar's Prime Mnister/Foreign Mnister Hanad Bin

Jassim Al Thani, in a March 31 neeting with NEA Assi stant
Secretary David Wl ch, sumed up Qatar's views on resol ving

SI PDI S
security-rel ated aspects of the Israeli-Palestinian conflict
this way: "Qatar wll accept any agreenent acceptable to the
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Pal estinians.” Until such an agreenent is reached, Enbassy
Doha notes that Qatar mmintains relations with the

Pal estinian Authority (PA), HAMAS, and Israel. Qatar's
overal |l financial support of the Palestinians put it at the
top of the list of Arab League contributors, alongside Saudi
Arabia and the UAE, for 2007. Qatar, however, has not sent
any noney through Arab League channel s since June 2007, and
it remains unclear the extent to which the GOQ will fund
governnent salaries while HAMAS and the PA remain in
conflict. Senior Qatari officials have expressed frustration
that the Quartet encouraged Pal estinian el ections, then

di scouraged international contacts with HAMAS after it won
the el ections and formed a governnent.

12. (O Qatar advocates engagi ng HAMAS, includi ng hosting
visits by Khalid Msh'al, as the only viable strategy to
ensure a successful, |ong-term agreenent between the parties.
It also applies the sane |logic in engaging |srael
officials, such as FM Livni, who visited Doha as recently as
April 13-14. |Indeed, Qatar maintains both overt and discreet
relations with Israel. The nost obvious manifestation of the
relationship is the Israeli Trade Ofice in Doha, which hel ps
coordinate political issues and official visits between the
two states (and spends relatively little tinme on trade
matters). The office neverthel ess pronptes business ties and
assists Israeli comercial interests when there are probl ens.

13. (© According to Anbassador Roi Rosenblit, head of the

Israeli Trade Ofice, there is officially about USD 2 million
in annual trade between Israel and Qatar. In the past year,
Qatar exported to Israel about USD 1.2 mllion of goods,
nostly petrochemcals, while Qatar inported fromIsrael about
USD 800, 000 of goods, nostly high-tech tel ecommunications
equi prent. Real trade, however, may be as nuch as four tines
hi gher (i.e., up to about USD 5 mllion) via third countries,
and includes Israeli exports of agricultural goods which are
sonmetines |labeled in stores as coning from Egypt or Jordan
Some products are shipped to Qatar by air via Jordan, while
others are generally inported by boat. There is virtually no
visible trade in terms of public marketing of Israeli-origin
goods in Qatar

4. (C) While Qatar does not have any Arab League boycott | aws
on the books or enforce a boycott, the GOQ will usually send
an enbassy observer to the Central Boycott Ofice neetings in
Damascus. Some governnent tender docunents also continue to
contai n outdated boycott |anguage, but a decree fromthe

M ni ster of Finance to make the | anguage current is unlikely
anytime soon. Senior GOQ officials, while ostensibly
satisfied with the current |evel of engagenent, are rel uctant
to undertake further normalization absent forward novement on
the peace process. Despite its aspirations to play the role
of regional mediator, Qatar does not want to stray too far
fromthe Arab fold.
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15. (S) Qatar has no known security arrangenents with |srael,
al though Qatar's Foreign/Prinme Mnister has hinted obliquely
in private nmeetings that the GOQ sonetines "hel ps" Israel's
security service. Qatar has no known security arrangenents
with the Pal estinian Authority, nor does it provide the PA
any security assistance. Qatar has | ong been accused
(particularly by Jordan and the PA) of providing funds to
HAMAS, though the Foreign/Prine Mnister vehenently denies
this, and we have seen no snoking gun to corroborate the

al | egati ons.

RATNEY
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(SBU) Per reftel, post provides the follow ng information
(country code 974 shoul d be dial ed before the | ocal nunbers
i ndi cated bel ow):

A) Qatari ARABSAT Representative

Hamad bin Thaner Al Thani

Work Tel ephone: 4885666, 4883177
Mobi | e: 5527337

Fax: 4883155

Ermai | : board@l j azeer a. net

Address: P.O Box 23123, Doha, Qatar

B) Qatar News Agency (Q\A)

Jabor bin Youssef Al Thani, Director and Chief Editor
Tel : 4322725
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Community resources Enmai | : al.anstey@l | azeera. net
Follow us on Twitter Omar Bec, Managing Editor
Check our Reddit Tel : 4890777
Twitter this gg)t(" ! 2898?823575
Digg this page Emai | : omar. bec@l j azeer a. net

Contact us on IRC

) ) St eve Panozzo, Pl anning Editor
courage is contagious Tel : 4890777
Mobi | e: 5898852
Fax: 4862854
Emai | : steve. panozzo@l j azeer a. net
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DE RUEHDO #0581 2270532
\! ZNY CCCCC ZZH

| P 1405327 AUG 08
FM AVEMBASSY DOHA
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RHWVFI SS/ CDR USCENTCOM MACDI LL AFB FL PRI ORI TY

CONFI DENT 1 AL DOHA 000581

Currently released so far... SIPDI S

251287 / 251,287
E. O 12958: DECL: 08/14/2018
TAGS: PTER KPAO QA

Articles SUBJECT: AL- JAZEERA EXPLAI NS LESSENED AL QAEDA COVERAGE
Brazil
Sri Lanka Gl assified By: Anb. Joseph LeBaron, reasons 1.4 (b) and (d).
Unltgd Kcljngdom 1. (C During an August 12 office call by visiting Senate
weaden Foreign Relations Committee Staff Menber Perry Cammack,
Global Al -Jazeera Network (AJN) Managi ng Director Wadah Khanfar said
United States the network still receives tapes from Al Qaeda but doesn't
Latin America bot her airing themor nentioning them because "Usana bin
Egypt Laden has lost all credibility anong Muslins and is no |onger
Jordan the synbol he once was."” Khanfar el aborated that Al Qaeda's
Yemen blr ut alitty in eraq hﬁ/ﬁ 'I‘_destroyed" the organization and its
Thailand claimto speak for slims.
2. (C Conment: AIJN s reduced coverage of Al Qaeda nay be
Browse latest releases neant to curry favor with the governnent of lraq, as part of
5011/08 its strategy for gaining permission to re-open its bureau in

that country. That is sonething Khanfar has been negotiating

) hard for with the Iraqgis for several nonths.
Browse by creation date
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13. (© Wiile AIN may have backed off on its coverage of Al
Qaeda and associ ated tapes, the past nonth has seen a narked
increase in its coverage of the Taliban, including interviews
with Taliban representatives. Septel will report the results
of a separate conversation with Khanfar regarding AIN s
renewed interest in the Taliban.

13. (U M. Canmack did not have an opportunity to clear this
cabl e.
LeBar on
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CONFI DENT 1 AL SECTION 01 OF 03 DOHA 000633

SI PDI S
Currently released so far... E. O 12958: DECL: 09/04/2018
251287 / 251,287 TAGS: PREL KPAO PGOV QA

SUBJECT: AL JAZEERA TELLS GLASSMAN | T' S RESTRUCTURI NG TO
BOOST PROFESSI ONALI SM AND | NDEPENDENCE

Articles
Brazil REF: DCHA 581
Sri Lanka e )
United Kingdom )C]aSSIfI ed By: AMBASSADOR JOSEPH E. LEBARON, FOR REASONS 1.4 (B) AND (D
Sweden ’
Global | | oL
United States (O KEY PO NTS
Latin America | | ---------------
Egypt
Jo?()j/gn -- Al Jazeera has launched a 5-year restructuring plan to
Yemen becone profitable, to include creating subsidiaries to
: broadcast in additional |anguages, Director General Wddah
Thailand Khanfar told visiting US d assman August 26.
Browse latest releases -- Relations with the USG are "much better than before,"
Khanfar said; cable providers in the United States, however,
2011/08 are still reluctant to carry Al Jazeera English, and for

reasons other than noney.
Browse by creation date
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-- Al Jazeera no longer airs extrem st recordi ngs unedited;
it attenpts to check facts with the USG before airing
coverage of incidents involving the U S. mlitary, he said.

-- Khanfar for sone time has tal ked about Al Jazeera's
"five-year plan." Perhaps it is finally getting underway.

-- So far, Al Jazeera's efforts to restructure, to achieve
profitablity, to foster professionalism and to air only
"newswort hy" segnents of extrem st tapes have produced only
increnmental inprovenents to Al Jazeera's various broadcast
el ements: for exanple, straight news, talk shows, breaking
news, and correspondents' reports.

-- Al Jazeera's desire to break into new markets through
subsi diaries in several |anguages nmay force Al Jazeera to
avoid its sometines inflamuatory reporting and commentary,
especially reporting by Al Jazeera's extensive network of
foreign correspondents, who operate out of nore than 45

of fices around the worl d.

1. (© Janes d assman, Undersecretary for Public D pl omacy
and Public Affairs, began his August 26 meeting with Al

Jazeera (AJ) Director Ceneral Wadah Khanfar by asking if

Khanfar had a plan for AJ to beconme comercially independent
of the Qatari Governnment. Khanfar affirmed that it was "the
goal of any network" to have financial independence, but that
he was "happy with the Amr because he does not interfere" in
AJ' s operations.

12. (©) Qatar "does not support Al Jazeera out of charity,"”
he stated, and it "understands that Al Jazeera has given
Qatar great nane recognition in the Arab world." AJ has
caused bilateral problens for Qatar, but "countries such as
Tuni sia, Morocco and Egypt are beginning to understand that
they have to

separate the Qatar governnent from A Jazeera in their

m nds. "

13. (©) Wth regard to profitability, Khanfar said he was
encouraged by an advertizing deal recently concluded wth
Saudi busi ness gi ant Abdul Lateef Janeel, noting that "Saudi
Arabi a represents 65 percent of the regional advertising
market, and we need themto achieve profitability."

14. (O Khanfar stated, however, that subsidiaries -- not
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advertising -- would constitute the network's primary profit
center, and that AJ has |aunched a five-year restructuring
plan with this in mnd

15. (O Khanfar enphasi zed that "our nmain brand is news and
we want to keep that separate so as not to conprom se our
standards. " But he added that nuch of the network's focus
woul d be on creating new subsidiaries, such as AJ channels in
Tur ki sh and ot her | anguages, and on strengtheni ng current
products, such as AJ's four sports channels and the
docunentary service. Qutsourcing of human resource

DOHA 00000633 002 CF 003

functions, finding alternate broadcasting arrangenents to
bring down satellite fees, and integrating AJ Arabic and
Engl i sh bureaus woul d constitute another nmajor part of Al's
restructuring.

6. (© US dassman asked if restructuring would bring with
it increased professionalismanong Al reporters. Khanfar
responded by saying, "As long as the region is in chaos, we
wi I | have problens"” such as the recent flap over forner Samr
Quntar, the Lebanese prisoner recently released by Israel
(NOTE: AJ's Beirut bureau chief threw a party for Quntar and
was reprimanded by the AJ editorial board.) This is why,
Khanfar said, AJ established a quality assurance depart nent
to nonitor broadcasts and report violations of the Al code of
ethics, established in 2004, directly to him The Al
editorial board neets every nonth to review these reports and
i ssue statenents on professional standards. "Wen a ni stake
is made," said Khanfar, "we go on the air inmediately to
correct it."

17. (© Khanfar told US dassnan that Al's relationship with
the USG was "much better than before,” when senior officials
accused AJ of pronoting violence. Wile he confessed to

"m ssing Donald Runsfeld* for the ratings boost that he

provi ded, Khanfar said the USG s "attacks" created a negative
at nosphere for AJ in the United States, which has nade it
difficult to gain access to cable providers. Khanfar shared
that AJ was willing to pay for access, but that all the major
provi ders had declined "for fear of being pursued |legally by
groups that think we support terrorism?™

18. (© Arab governnments had al so taken advant age of the
USG s stance against AJ to crack down on the network in their
countries, Khanfar asserted, and are increasingly taking
action due to AJ's focus on human rights and denocracy in the
Arab world. "W have never seen ourselves as part of a
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ref orm novenent," Khanfar said, adding, "we are just
journalists, but we believe strongly in protecting the
peopl es' right to know edge."

19. (© Moving to the topic of AJ English, Khanfar said he
expected it to eventually overtake AJ Arabic as the network's
"gl obal brand," enphasizing on two occasions that AJ English
is "not the voice of the Arabs,” but that "since a |ot of
news is generated fromthis region, we are nore capable" than
ot her networks "of understanding it." AJ's overall strength,
he said, "cones from being based in the global south.”

110. (C) Asked about AJ's policy with regard to tapes received
fromextren st groups, Khanfar echoed coments made to a
recent staffdel (reftel), noting that a process was in place
within AJ to determine the proper use of any extrem st tape
that is received.

111. (C) The tape is first reviewed by three senior editors,
who then identify any newsworthy items, he said. Any airing
of the extrenist tape nust be foll owed by a discussion with
an expert in order to "put it into perspective" for the

audi ence, and not allowed to stand alone. Unless there is
news init, like the killing of a senior |eader, Khanfar
said, the interest in a tape from Gsama bin Laden or Aynman
Zawahiri is "no longer there." Khanfar claimed that CNN and
BBC fol |l owed the sane standards with regard to extremi sts
nmessages.

112. (C U S dassnman told Khanfar that it was his policy to
encourage State Departnment officials to engage with AJ, and
that his mlitary col |l eagues shared that view

Unfortunately, however, AJ still airs a certain amount of

DOHA 00000633 003 OF 003

i naccurate information regarding incidents involving the
United States. d assman strongly urged Khanfar to "call and
check the facts before going on air," to which Khanfar
replied by claining that it is AJ policy to call mlitary
spokesnen when AJ reports on an incident involving the
mlitary, but "nmpobst of the tine, we get no response, so after
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15 to 60 minutes, we usually make a decision to go on the
air."

113. (U U S dassnman cleared this cable.
LeBar on
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Articles A =T TS
Brazil _ )
Sri Lanka -- Al Jazeera plans to air on its docunentary channel _
United Kinadom Sept ember 10 a German program presenting conspiracy theories
9 about the 9/11 attacks.
Sweden
Global -- PAO contacted Al Jazeera Director General Wadah Khanfar

United States
Latin America

Egypt
Jordan
Yemen

Thailand

Browse latest releases
2011/08

Browse by creation date

to get nore information about the docunentary and to
conmuni cat e Enbassy's concern that the "docunmentary" will be
unbal anced and sensationalistic.

-- Khanfar said that the Arabic voice-over will be
"editorially balanced.” Khanfar said the narration would
make it clear to viewers that these were conspiracy theories
that the docunmentary would serve to discredit.
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-- The fact that Al Jazeera has decided to air this
"docunent ary" denonstrates that the channel continues to
indulge intermttently in sensationalismthat will win no
allies inits bid to expand into North American narkets.
Such actions could well reinforce the belief that Al Jazeera
is nore interested in feeding stereotypes than countering
them

End Key Poi nts and Comments.

1. (© PAO tel ephoned Al Jazeera Director General Wdah
Khanfar on Septenber 3, requesting an expl anation of a
pronotion aired on Al Jazeera Arabic that day for a program
that will run Septenber 10 on the Al Jazeera Documentary
channel called "The O her Septenber." According to the

pronotion, the programw || present alternate theories about
the 9/11 attacks against the United States.
12. (© Khanfar replied that he had not actually seen the

docunent ary, which was produced by a German conpany, but that
he had directed the AJ Docunentary staff to provide a
narrative voice-over that was "editorially balanced." Asked
what that nmeant, Khanfar said the narration would nake it
clear to viewers that these were conspiracy theories that the
docunentary woul d serve to discredit.

13. (U The Al Jazeera docunentary channel airs

Ar abi c-narrated prograns produced el sewhere, notably Europe
and the United States, and its general presentation is not
unli ke the History Channel in the United States.

LeBar on
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251287 / 251,287 N
O assified By: AVBASSADOR JOSEPH E. LEBARON, FOR REASONS 1.4 (B) AND (D

Articles ) -
Brazil Note: This cable includes an action request. Please see
Sri Lanka "Next Steps and Action Request" below. End Note.
United Kingdom | |
Sweden (C) KEY PO NTS
Global | | CoLoo__o--o_._.
United States
Latin America -- Al Jazeera aired on its main channel the Italian-produced
Egypt docunentary "Zero 9/11" in tw parts on Septenber 3 and 10,
Jordan with an Arabic voice-over produced by A Jazeera.
Yemen -- Contrary to the assurances of Al Jazeera Director Ceneral
Thailand Wadah Khanfar (reftel), the voice-over did not discredit or
of fset in any way the conspiracy theories presented in the
Browse latest releases film The voice-over sinply translated into Arabic the
5011/08 Engl i sh-1anguage narrati on.
-- Contacted by PAO about this, Khanfar said, "l actually
Browse by creation date agree with you. That is why | have deci ded to broadcast
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anot her documentary to balance it." Apparently, Khanfar did
not actually see the filmbefore it was broadcast, despite
Enbassy's protests about A Jazeera's plans to broadcast the
"docunentary."

-- Khanfar indicated that he had directed his staff to
identify another 9/11 docunentary to "bal ance" the first,
since the first presented conspiracy theories as fact.
Khanfar said he welconed U.S. governnent help in identifying
an appropriate docunentary.

-- However, Al Jazeera's chief of acquisitions separately
told us he had received no such directive fromKhanfar. And
he indicated that he thought another 9/11 docunentary show ng
was unnecessary. Al Jazeera, he said, had a long history of
presenting the official views on 9/11. That was "enough

bal ance. "

-- Enbassy intends to hold Khanfar to his word.

-- Action Request: Post requests Department's help in
expeditiously identifying appropriate docunentaries that
accurately depict the events of 9/11.

-- In his introductory neeting with Al Jazeera Chairmn Haned
bi n Thaner al -Thani, Anbassador will also raise the airing of
this docunentary as an exanple of Al Jazeera's unacceptabl e
practice of presenting two points of view conpletely separate
fromone another in context and tine, and claimng this as
journalistic bal ance.

-- Enmbassy will follow up and report.

End Key Points and Next Steps.

1. (SBU) The USG s Open Source Centers in Amman and Doha
provi ded the follow ng summary of the "Zero 9/11"
docunentary, an Italian-produced filmthat aired on Al
Jazeera Arabic in two parts on Septenber 3 and 10 in prinme
evening time slots:

-- The filmcasts doubt on the official U S. Governnent
version of the 9/11 events.

-- It hosts people who are consi dered know edgeable in their
fields, such as former pilots, physicists, netal experts and
ot hers, who all question the official version of events.
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-- They first dispute the official version about the collapse
of the twin towers, saying the reasons

provi ded coul d not have been responsible for the coll apse.
Several of them speak about the possibility of an inplosion
or "controlled denolition."

-- The documentary then disputes the comobnly accepted
version of the attack on the Pentagon, saying there was no
evi dence a plane hit the Pentagon, as no weckage was found
and footage from"86 caneras" showed no pl ane

DOHA 00000687 002 OF 002

-- Throughout the program screen captions, often
unattributed, cast doubt on certain aspects of the officia
9/ 11 story. The docunentary refers occasionally to official
statenments or commonly held versions of events, but provides
themlargely for purposes of inmediate refutation

-- Arabic voice-over translation is provided throughout,
whi ch appears to match what the speakers are saying in the
original l|anguage. (NOTE: Al Jazeera does not usually
editorialize when providing translations of docunentaries
that it did not produce. END NOTE)

-- The press release for the filmstates: "ZERO An

i nvestigation into 9/11, has one central thesis that the

of ficial version of the events surrounding the attacks on

9/ 11 cannot be true." As advertized, the filmoffers a
constant attack on the results of both governnent and private
i nvestigations into the 9/11 attacks.

12. (C© Arned with this expert analysis, PAO contacted Al
Jazeera Director General Wadah Khanfar on Septenber 22 and
noted that the Arabic voice-over of the docunentary did not
nmeasure up to Khanfar's earlier assurances (reftel) that the
narration, which was produced by Al Jazeera, would discredit
the conspiracy theories put forth in the film Khanfar
replied, "I have now seen it and | actually agree with you
That is why | have decided to broadcast another docunentary
to balance it."

13. (O Khanfar continued, "I have asked ny acquisitions
people to | ook around for a documentary that we will air to
bal ance the views in this one." Asked if Khanfar would be
willing to consider films suggested by the Enbassy, he
replied that such assistance would be "nbst wel cone. "

14. (C Separately, PAO contacted Zeidoun al-Badri, A Jazeera
Docunmentary channel's chief of acquisitions, and asked if he
had any plans to purchase and air a 9/11 docunentary that
accurately portrays the attacks, contrary to what was
represented in "Zero 9/11." Al -Badri replied that he was
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aware of no such plans and that, in his view, A Jazeera had
already presented a "bal anced view' on 9/11 in keeping with
the conpany's notto, "The Opinion and the other Opinion."

15. (O Every year since 2001, Al -Badri claimed, A Jazeera
has run docunentaries that capture the official version of
events, including fromvictins' famlies, eyew tnesses and
governnent officials. "Zero 9/11" was the first docunentary
that Al Jazeera has run presenting only conspiracy theories,
he asserted. Al -Badri noted that his office had "excell ent
rel ati onships with American filmdistributors" and that if

"somet hi ng new comes out, we would be willing to consider
it." In that vein, |ike Khanfar, he wel coned Enbassy's
suggestions of other 9/11-centered fil ns.

LeBar on
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SUBJECT: AL JAZEERA: MORE THAN JUST A NEWS CHANNEL

Cl assified By: AVMBASSADOR JOSEPH E. LEBARON, FOR REASONS 1.4 (B) AND (D

-- The Al Jazeera Network enconpasses much nore than the
Arabi c-1 anguage station for which it is nost fanbus, and the
network seeks to wield influence beyond its traditional

audi ence in the Arab worl d.

-- This includes channel s broadcasting sports, documentaries,
and children's program ng, as well as the English-1anguage
station that has been the focus of much of AJ's efforts over
t he past year.

-- Nevertheless, the Arabic service remains the network's
nmost influential medium For this reason, Enbassy will be
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reporting systematically on AJ Arabic's approach to issues on
whi ch the USG wi shes to influence Arab public opinion via
regul ar cabl es analyzing trends in editorial policy,

personnel changes and ot her devel oprments within the network,
as well as weekly sumaries of Al Jazeera's broadcasts
conpiled by the Public Affairs Section and the Open Source
Center's Doha bureau.

1. (SBU) For all of the conpetition that has sprung up from
channel s li ke Al Arabiyah, Al Hurra, BBC Arabic and ot hers,

Al Jazeera is still considered the undi sputed king of Arabic
broadcast media in nost of the Arab world. For that reason,
Al Jazeera is a vital conmponent to the USG s strategy in
communi cating with the Arab worl d.

2. (SBU) Wile Al Jazeera's Arabic news channel is a

wel | - known brand worl dwi de, npbst outside the region are not
aware of the many other pieces of the Al Jazeera "enpire,"
many of which al so reach w de audi ences. The follow ng are
brief descriptions of the other parts of the Al Jazeera

Net wor k.

13. (SBU) Tel evision

-- Al Jazeera English: Staffed primarily by Brits, the
channel , s broadcasts seemto be a m x between a docunentary
channel and a straightforward 24-hour news station. Unlike
Al Jazeera Arabic, the English side has yet to find its
niche. AJ Director General Wadah Khanfar is reportedly not
pl eased with its haphazard sel ection of news stories and
wants it to focus on being a news channel that enphasizes the
voi ces of the "global south.”™ The channel clains a |arge
viewership in Africa and South Asia, but has no data to back
up the claim Al Jazeera English saw an exodus of

di sgruntl ed staff during 2008, and has nade little progress
in attaining what it describes as its biggest goal: entry
into the U.S. narket.

-- Al Jazeera Miubasher: Sort of an Arabic C Span, this
channel runs live and taped coverage of public events,

i ncludi ng conferences and parliamentary sessions fromthe
region. For exanple, it regularly airs sessions organi zed by
regional think tanks |ike the Brookings Doha Center.

-- Al Jazeera Sports: This is conprised of two channels,
which are reportedly Al Jazeera,s noney mekers, since it
requires subscriptions and attracts advertizing doll ars.

-- Al Jazeera Docunentary: This channel runs popul ar
docunent ari es purchased from European and U. S. sources such
as the Hi story Channel and National Geographic, with Arabic
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voi ce-overs produced by A Jazeera. It has al so begun
produci ng original docunentaries for itself and other
net wor ks.

-- Al Jazeera Children,s: This channel is really an arm of
the Qatar Foundation that uses the Al Jazeera brand and its
broadcasting equi pnment to reach its audience. Al Jazeera has
absolutely no editorial control, and it is the only part of
the Al Jazeera Network not co-located on the Qatar
Broadcasting conpound. It is the only "edutai nment" channe
in the Mddle East, and hews very closely to Shei kha Mdzah, s

DOHA 00000792 002 OF 002

desire to increase quality educational options available to
Ar abs.

-- Al Jazeera Subsidiaries: A Jazeera's Director Cenera
has said that he intends to | aunch subsidiaries in regiona

| anguages such as Turkish and Urdu, although no apparent
steps have so far been taken in this regard. Al Jazeera's
Chai rman of the Board, Shaykh Hamad bin Thaner, was quoted in
local nedia in early Novenber as stating that "no new
channel s" were in the works.

4. (SBU) Internet/Mbile Phone

-- Al Jazeera.Net: Al Jazeera's Arabic website director
clains that nost of its visitors cone fromthe United States,
indicating that the site is not the first choice for news in
the region. As Internet penetration grows in the region
however, its influence, particularly among young people, can
be expected to grow.

-- Al Jazeera Mobile: A recent poll in Qatar reveal ed that
a staggering 90 percent of respondents received news alerts
on their nobile phones, and nost of these users were relying
on Al Jazeera Mobile, a service that is also available around
t he region.

15. (SBU) Print Media

-- Al Jazeera Newspaper: Plans have been underway for a
regi onal newspaper for several years, and a chief editor
remains on salary within Al Jazeera, but this project appears
to be mothballed for the nonent.

LeBar on
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Articles ...
Brazil KEY PO NTS AND COMMVENTS
SriLanka | | Tt TTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTT
United Kingdom -- Al Jazeera insiders believe that poor guest selection for
Sweden news prograns and talk shows is underm ning the network's
Global prof essionalism Common ni stakes, chaotic managenment and

United States
Latin America

personal biases all affect guest selection, but USG
cooperation can positively address sone of these
short com ngs, according to contacts.

Egypt

Jordan -- Interviews of USG officials conducted by Al Jazeera
Yemen Arabic and English over the past nonth appear to indicate
Thailand that Al Jazeera staff are willing to treat us nore

Browse latest releases

professionally, a factor that some attribute to goodwill
within Al Jazeera on the heels of the U S. election.

2011/08 -- Enbassy intends to take advantage of this positive trend
by seeking placenent of nore U S. voices, both official and
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private, on Al Jazeera in the com ng nonths and cl osely

nmoni toring the performance of producers and interviewers. Al
Jazeera's audi ence of 40-50 nillion Arabs is too | arge and
important for us to do otherw se.

1. (C Several Al Jazeera enpl oyees, including interview
producers, assessed that the network's nost form dable
obstacl e to providing bal anced, professional broadcasts was
an often unsatisfactory set of guests willing to appear.

I ntervi ew producers conpl ained that the Al Jazeera Washi ngton
bureau "does little to help us" find appropriate U. S. -based
guests, and those that they could find are often reluctant to
appear on Al Jazeera, given its negative reputation in the
United States. QOher guests were willing to appear, but not
during many of the network's live prinme-tinme broadcasts,
which air at awkward tinmes in the United States.

12. (© A Jazeera's Qality Control Chief, a Sudanese
journalist named Jaafar Abbas, said sinply that the interview
producers were "idiots" and that Al Jazeera Director Cenera
Wadah Khanfar had no control over them Personal biases and
i nconpet ence were nore to blane than anything else for the
quality of guests that appear on Al Jazeera Arabic. This is
a problem he said, that pervades every news piece, not just
those related to the United States. "How do you explain, for
exanmpl e, that Yassir Arman is always called to conment on
behal f of the Sudan People's Liberation Mvenent, and not
Pagan Anun or anyone el se who is actually from sout hern
Sudan?" he asked.

13. (© Abdul azi z al - Mahnmoud, a board nenber of Al Jazeera
and formerly the head of its website, nade it clear to PAO
that there was no | ove | ost between himand Wadah Khanfar --
whom he considers corrupt and untrustworthy -- but said that
he did not believe the poor selection of guests on the
network was an editorial decision. |It's nore a problem of
chaotic conditions in the newsroomand a | ack of coherent
managenment than intended nmalice, he stated.

4. (C PAO net with a nunber of interview producers, editors
and other Al Jazeera enpl oyees to discuss ways of renedying

t he probl em of guest selection. Al Jazeera staff suggested

t hat Enbassy provi de nanes of well-known Anericans who may be
willing to appear renotely on the network to discuss the news
of the day. PAO agreed in principle, noting that it would be
useful for post to show producers how to search for

academnics, authors, think-tank nmenbers and former USG
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officials and state officials who could offer their views on
specific topics.

15. (C) Enbassy also arranged for six live and taped
interviews from Novenber 25 to Decenber 2 on Al Jazeera
Arabic and English with the USAI D Adm ni strator, the USAID
A/ A for Public Affairs, the A/S for Internationa

Organi zations, and the President's Special Envoy for Sudan
Wil e each interviewrequired talking to 3-4 different people
within Al Jazeera and preparations sonetines bore out the
accusations of "chaos in the newsroom" the interviews were
general ly professional, focused on agreed-upon topics, and

DOHA 00000845 002 OF 002

were aired in a straightforward manner.

16. (C) One exception canme during A/S Hook's interview on Al
Jazeera's "Inside Story," when a guest that PAO had not been
appri sed of joined the show and was given the lion's share of
avai |l abl e broadcast tinme. The interview producer apol ogi zed
repeatedly, claimng that she thought soneone el se had

i nformed PAO of the | ast-mnute guest.

17. (C© Asked why USG officials seemed to be receiving nore
bal anced treatnent on Al Jazeera recently, Abdul aziz

al - Mahnoud replied that the el ection of Barack Cbhama was a
significant factor. "Everyone is hanging their hopes on him
and is waiting to see what he will do, so we are giving him
the benefit of the doubt," he said.

LeBar on
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SUBJECT: AL JAZEERA ASKS: "WHY NOT US FOR OBAMA | NTERVI EVWP"
Classified By: AMBASSADOR JOSEPH E. LEBARON, FOR REASONS 1.4 (B) AND (D

-- Al Jazeera executives want to know why POTUS chose Al
Arabiya for his first interview No matter its reputation in
the United States, one board menber argued, Al Jazeera has by
far the | argest audience reach in the region.

-- Pressed by PAO about Qatar's blatant use of Al Jazeera as
a political tool during the Gaza crisis, the board nenber
acknow edged that "sone Qataris had been asking if the
governnent's actions in this regard were in the long-term
interest of the country."

-- Another board nmenber asked if Washington was aware that
Al Arabiya was viewed by regi onal audiences as "pro-regine,"
so if the intent was to send a nmessage of change fromthe
previous adninistration, the argument fell on deaf ears, the
board menmber said.

-- Al Jazeera Director General Wadah Khanfar reportedly
ordered Al Jazeera English to stop broadcasti ng excerpts of
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the Al Arabiya interview because nothing the President said
was "newsworthy," although this ban appeared to be lifted on
February 1. Al Jazeera Arabic provided little coverage of
the interview

-- That Al Jazeera enployees are mffed over Al Arabiya's
scoop is no surprise. Even these pro-U.S., pro-reform
contacts high within the Al Jazeera structure have a hard
ti me understanding that they cannot have their cake and eat
it, too, i.e. Al Jazeera cannot expect to use its exclusive
position in Gaza to run biased coverage and then expect the
new Adm nistration to usher in a newrelationship wth the
station due only to its dom nant narket share.

-- At the sane tine, A Jazeera remains the 800-pound
gorilla in the nedia market, and, as the Saudis have shown,
dealing with its Al Thani keepers strategically is key to
noderating its nore egregi ous coverage. Enbassy will offer
its thoughts on such a strategy septel.

END KEY PO NTS AND COMMENTS

1. (© Ahned al-Kholaifi, Managing Director of Al Jazeera's
Board of Directors, told PAO on January 29 that he was
encouraged by the nmessage conveyed by President Cbama during
his interview on Al Arabiya. A graduate of U S

uni versities, Kholaifi said he was "really rooting for
Anerica." He added, "I just have to ask, though, why not Al
Jazeera?"

12. (C PAO explained that he did not have specific guidance
from Washi ngton on the choice of stations, but asked Khol aifi
if he thought it nade sense for the President to appear on Al
Jazeera after its wall-to-wall, extrenely graphic coverage of
the Gaza incursion. PAO added that the Gaza coverage had

| aid bare once and for all the tight relationship between
Qatar and Al Jazeera, which very clearly was using the
station as a political tool to pressure the Saudis and
Egyptians. Al Jazeera, PAO stated, was beconing part of the
news, not a reporter of the news.

13. (O Kholaifi adnmitted that "there are some Qataris who are
guestioning the wi sdom of the governnent's actions” with
regard to Gaza, and "asking if they are in the long-term
interests of the country.” In the short-term he stated,
everyone agreed that sonething had to be done and supported
the Amr's active diplomacy. He added that he thought Al
Jazeera enpl oyees were taking their cues fromthe Amr's
actions, but not receiving direct instructions fromthe

gover nnent .
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4. (© "No matter what you thought of our Gaza coverage,"
Khol ai fi continued, "the U S. Governnent should put its voice
on Al Jazeera, because we are the station that Arabs are
wat chi ng. "

15. (© Another A Jazeera board nenber, Abdul aziz al - Mahrud
also a U S.-educated reform st, asked if

Washi ngt on deci sion makers were aware that Al Arabiya is

vi ewed as a pro-governnent propaganda channel, whereas Al
Jazeera has credibility with "ordinary Arabs."” [|f the
President's intent was to comunicate with the Arab street,
he said, then his nessage has fallen on deaf ears, because

DOHA 00000080 002 CF 002

"nobody watches Al Arabiya."

16. (C) The Senior Interview Producer for A Jazeera English
who is not Qatari, said that all of her colleagues at the
station were trying to piece together the nessage that

Presi dent Gbanma was trying to send to Al Jazeera by choosing
its main conpetitor. "W all want himto succeed,” she
expl ai ned, "but he's not doing any good going on a channe
that maybe 10 percent of viewers watch.”

17. (C Challenged by PAOto cite the journalistic standards
behi nd the reason for not show ng excerpts of the interview
on Al Jazeera, the producer noted that Al Jazeera English had
in fact run several clips, but then was forced to pull them
when Director CGeneral Wadah Khanfar intervened. H's
reasoni ng, she stated, was that the President said "nothing
newsworthy" in the interview. A Jazeera Arabic, according
to contacts, ran few excerpts. (NOTE: Al Jazeera English
began runni ng excerpts again on the norning of February 1.
END NOTE)

LeBar on
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Articles () KEY PO NTS AND COMVENTS
Brazil | | "7ttt
Unitser(le}éiiEKZOm -- As the Departnment seeks to inplenent President Cbamm's
d 9 and the Secretary's goal of a renewed dial ogue with Arab and
Sweden Musl i m audi ences, we should nake strategic use of the Al
Global Jazeera tel evision network, including both the Arabic and
United States Engl i sh news channel s.
Latin America o _ _
Egypt -- Enbassy reconmends that top USG officials, including
Jordan Speci al Envoys, the Secretary, and other cabinet officials
Yemen grant interviews to Al Jazeera to lay out the President's
Thailand foreign policy agenda.
-- This Enbassy stands ready to help with this effort,
Browse latest releases i ncluding through our direct contacts with Al Jazeera
headquarters and with seni or nenbers of the Qatar governnent
2011/08 and the Al Thani ruling famly.
Browse by creation date -- Al Jazeera and its Al Thani overseers have denonstrated a
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ness to put U S. officials on the air. And they are
e, to an extent, about how that is done.

-- Al Jazeera Board Chai rnman Hanmed bin Thaner Al Thani
offered us a free broadcast hour to present our views about
Sept ember 11. W should instead call in that offer to convey
the new Admi nistration's nessage out on a network we know
mllions of Arabs watch.

END KEY PO NTS AND COMMENTS

1. (SBU) As the Departnent seeks to inplement President
Ghama' s and the Secretary's goal of a renewed di al ogue with
Arab and non- Arab Muslim popul ati ons, we shoul d rmake
strategic use of the Al Jazeera tel evision network.

Not ori ous though it may be for its sensational broadcasts,
even its detractors recognize that Al Jazeera conmands a
mar ket share in the Arab world of over 50 percent, reaching

between 40 and 50 million Arabs every day. Despite bans
i nposed at one tine or another by a nunmber of Arab
governnents, Al Jazeera is still the undisputed king of Arab

br oadcast nedi a.

12. (SBU) W should also keep in nmind that nmobst Muslins are
not Arabs, and Al Jazeera's English channel, which clains to
reach 100 million househol ds, reaches many of the Mislim
audi ences that do not speak Arabic, particularly in Africa
and Sout h Asi a.

13. (© For these reasons, forner Undersecretary for Public
Di pl omacy Karen Hughes remarked that "as a comuni cator, |
cannot afford to ignore Al Jazeera." But by and large, that
is exactly what nost senior Bush administration officials
did, especially from 2004 onwards. In doing so, the USG | ost

a critical opportunity to conmmunicate directly with mllions
of Arabs.
4. (C) There are many good reasons not to like A Jazeera.

Their journalistic and editorial practices are often
unprofessional, and the Qataris' use of the station to stoke
Arab sentinment over enotional issues such as the
Iraeli-Palestinian conflict is crass. The station's coverage
of the events in Gaza, described by one Al Jazeera insider as
"outrageously biased" in favor of Hanmas, is just one recent
exanpl e.

15. (SBU) That said, post is not aware of any occasion in
recent years in which Al Jazeera has refused to interview a
senior official. Interviewers do ask tough and sonetines

out rageous questions, but no nore outrageous than what
Anbassadors and officers face every day fromthe Arab public.

16. (© In addition, Al Jazeera Board Chairman Haned bin

http://wikil eaks.org/cable/2009/02/09DOHA 103.html (2 of 3)9/21/2011 5:33:07 PM


http://wikileaks.org/classification/1_0.html
http://wikileaks.org/classification/2_0.html
http://wikileaks.org/classification/2_0.html
http://wikileaks.org/classification/3_0.html
http://wikileaks.org/classification/4_0.html
http://wikileaks.org/classification/5_0.html
http://wikileaks.org/classification/6_0.html
http://wikileaks.org/classification/6_0.html
http://twitter.com/wikileaks
http://en.reddit.com/domain/wikileaks.ch
http://twitter.com/home?status=Reading%20http%3A%2F%2Fwikileaks.org%2Fcable%2F2009%2F02%2F09DOHA103.html%20%2309DOHA103
http://digg.com/submit?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwikileaks.org%2Fcable%2F2009%2F02%2F09DOHA103.html
https://88.80.13.160/

Cable Viewer

Thanmer Al Thani has proven open to creative uses of Al
Jazeera's airwaves by the USG beyond strai ghtforward
interviews. |n response to our conplaint about a docunentary
spewi ng fantastical conspiracy theories about 9/11, for
exanpl e, Hamed bin Thanmer offered to allow the USG a full
broadcast hour to present its views either as an interview or
i n anot her fornmat.

17. (© We should take advantage of this willingness to not

only allow U S. voices to appear on Al Jazeera, but also the
flexibility the Al Thanis are denonstrating in how we put our
nessage acr oss.

18. (© Inportantly, as is true for Arabs around the region
editors and journalists inside Al Jazeera tell Enbassy staff
that they are personally reserving a | arge anount of goodwi ||
for the Obama administration. The USG needs to take

advant age of this wi ndow of opportunity. W do not need to
i ke or condone the actions of Al Jazeera to use it as a
platformto communicate with the Arab worl d.

19. (© Enbassy urges that senior officials, including the
Secretary, Special Envoys Mtchell and Hol brooke, and ot her
cabinet officials consider granting interviews to Al Jazeera
as soon as possible and on a regular basis to lay out the
President's foreign policy agenda. This Enbassy stands ready
to help with this effort, including through direct diplomacy
with Qatar's ruling famly and nenbers of

Al Jazeera's Doha headquarters.

110. (C The Arab world is waiting eagerly to hear nore from
Presi dent Obame, the Secretary and senior officials, and

i ndi cations are that audiences are reacting positively to the
Adm ni stration's swift engagenent and willingness to |isten
W need to extend that engagenent to Al Jazeera as soon as
possi bl e.

LeBar on
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Articles

Brazil -- Al Jazeera Network Director CGeneral Wadah Khanfar told
Sri Lanka Anbassador on February 10 that Israel's incursion into Gaza
United Kingdom was "a ready-made TV show' and that Al Jazeera had achi eved
“perhaps its highest ratings ever" by relying on an unrival ed
Sweden networ k of correspondents and producers to broadcast factual
Global i nformati on and i mages qui ckly.
United States
Latin America -- Al Jazeera attenpted to put inmages in context and
Egypt fp_r;)vi ded a perspective on Israel with two correspondents
i

Jordan ing reports fromthere, according to Khanfar.
Yemen -- Anmbassador pointed out the incongruity of the Qataris'
Thailand pointing to the Arab street as a call for action, all while
the Qatari-funded Al Jazeera's inages were whi pping up
Browse latest releases sentinents on the street
2011/08 -- Khanfar agreed that sentiments were at fever pitch on the
Arab street and that al-Jazeera's coverage logically
Browse by creation date contributed to it. But he tried to counter Anbassador's
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poi nt by making (the extraneous point) that anger was high in
| ndonesi a and Turkey, too.

-- Khanfar believed that Arab enotions, particularly in the
@il f, ran higher this time than during the war in Lebanon in
2006 because "HAMAS is a Sunni organi zation that Sunnis could
point to and say, 'Look at us, we too are resisting the way
Hi zbol I ah (a Shi'i organization) did.""

-- Khanfar was clearly pleased with yet another war-tine
scoop for Al Jazeera. The network's unparalleled financial
resources, provided by the Qatari Government, continue to
provi de the human and technical resources to operate in
difficult areas that other networks sinply cannot afford to
cover so conprehensively.

-- \Whatever the Qataris' involvenent, A Jazeera's Gaza
coverage has proven once again that, when its broadcasting
capabilities coincide with Qatar's active foreign policy, the
conbi nati on can be potent.

-- This is not intuitively obvious, but, to help inprove the
USG s inage on the Arab street, we need to step up USG

seni or-1evel engagenent of the Qatari |eadership. Better
relations with the ruling al-Thani famly will translate into
changes in al -Jazeera coverage that will gradually help

i mprove the image of the United States in the Arab street.

END KEY PO NTS AND COMMENTS

1. (C Anbassador called on Al Jazeera Director General
Wadah Khanfar on February 10 to hear his views on the
networ k' s coverage of Gaza and share the USG s concerns about
it. Khanfar explained that Israel's incursion into Gaza was
a "ready-nade TV show' that Al Jazeera could not afford not
to cover 24 hours a day. "Even some Israelis were watching
us, especially in the south," he boasted, "because we al ways
had the |latest information."

2. (C The Director General noted that Al Jazeera had four
correspondents and 20 producers working in Gaza before the
fighting, which created "an unparalleled network." Al

Ar abi yah, by contrast, had just one correspondent reporting
regularly from Gaza and no producers, so its reports, he
said, were always packaged, whereas Al Jazeera's were |ive.

13. (© "W also had four correspondents in Israel," he
stated, "and in every news bulletin, we ran reports fromtwo
in lsrael and two in Gaza." This, he explained, hel ped

bal ance perspectives. Al Jazeera introduced a new program
called "Opinions fromlsrael" to highlight the different
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opi ni ons about the fighting anpong Israelis.

4. (C) Anbassador argued that showi ng Israeli "talKking
heads" or bal ancing the nunber of reports was no bal ance at
all, not when on the other side of the scale you are
broadcasti ng graphic i nages of dead children and urban danmage
from nmodern warfare.

15. (O Khanfar countered that "even if we had given the
Israelis 50 percent of the airtime with no inages at all, the
power of the story was so great that there still would have
been an enotional response by the audience.”" Wtnesses

DOHA 00000116 002 CF 002

interviewed by Al Jazeera in Gaza were inpossible to bal ance,
he said, but A Jazeera strived to put things into context by
noti ng casualty nunbers, and citing the percentage of hones
and buil dings that had been hit throughout Gaza, not just in
one area.

16. (C) Wthout conceding the point, Anbassador observed that
Al Jazeera's coverage took viewers' enotions and then raised
themto a higher level through its coverage. Then Qatari

| eaders would point to

the anger on the Arab street as a call to action. But
because Al Jazeera is funded by the Qataris, it forns a
vicious cycle leading to nore graphic coverage, nore enption
nore denonstrations, and then nore calls to action

17. (© Khanfar tried to counter, saying, extraneously, that
denonstrations in Turkey were the largest in 27 years, and
that I ndonesians had al so cone out in |arge nunbers, despite
the fact that these are not big markets for Al Jazeera.

18. (O Khanfar denied that there was any political bent
within Al Jazeera, because "how would we decide on it, with
22 Arabs in a roon?" he asked. He noted that some in the
editorial board had disagreed with HAVAS, others with Egypt,
so it was inpossible to determne and inplenment one political
line in Al Jazeera's broadcasts.

19. (©) The Director General had an alternative theory for
the strong | evel of popular Arab enotion over Gaza: HANMAS
bei ng a Sunni organi zation, represented the "Sunn
resistance.” Sunnis could point to HAMAS and say, “"finally,
we did sonmething, we are resisting the way Hi zbollah did,"
according to Khanfar, who said that this was view was
particularly strong in the Gulf countries.

110. (C During the Lebanon war in 2006, Khanfar cl ai nmed,
"Salafis were calling me all the time, accusing ne of
supporting Hassan Nasrallah, a Shia; now they are calling ne
to demand that | show nore about Gaza because this is seen as
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our fight, our victory."
LeBar on
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Articles

Brazil -- The Al Jazeera English channel broadcast a three-minute
Sri Lanka report on unfair |abor conditions in Qatar on April 10, tying
United Kingdom the workers' situation of squalid living conditions, unpaid
status, and heavy indebtedness to the gl obal economnmic crisis.

Sweden
Global -- The journalist who filed the report said that, in
United States reality, the workers "have no idea the gl obal economy is in
Latin America crisis," because "they have been living in these conditions
Egypt in Qatar for years." Realizing what a sensitive topic |abor
Jordan rights are in Qatar, however, he did not want to address
Yemen systenic | abor problens, and instead decided to limt his
: focus to paynent problens that may be linked to the gl obal
Thailand downt ur n.
Browse latest releases -- A producer at Al Jazeera, whose report on general |abor
conditions in Qatar was shelved two years ago, said the April
2011/08 10 broadcast denonstrates that the "door is now open” on this
subj ect, which she attributes to the | eadership of Al Jazeera
Browse by creation date English Director Tony Burman and the "real journalists" that
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he has brought on board since joining the station in the
sumer of 2008.

-- It has becone conventional wi sdomthat A Jazeera does
not feature reporting about Qatar, with the official
explanation for this being that "nothing of international

i nportance happens in Qatar." In reality, Al Jazeera does
occasionally report on happenings in Qatar, including
conferences, mmjor statenments by the | eadership, and econonic
devel opment s.

-- What Al Jazeera has resolutely steered away from
however, is reporting on anything politically controversi al
in Qatar, including | abor conditions.

-- Taken together with other actions the Qataris have
initiated over the past several nonths, the fact that Al
Jazeera is now reporting on this previously taboo subject may
be another sign that the Qatari Governnent is nore serious
about addressing the rights of foreign | aborers in Qatar.

END KEY PO NTS AND COMMENTS

1. (U Casey Kaufnman, an Anerican citizen journalist working
with Al Jazeera English, one of the Al Jazeera Network's
seven stations broadcast worldwi de, filed a report on Apri

10 highlighting the plight of a group of Nepali construction
workers living in poor conditions in Doha who have not been
paid for four nonths. Kaufnman begins the broadcast by
stating that the global econonmic crisis has "led to a darker
reality" for workers |like these, noting that trade unions are
not allowed in Qatar, and that conplaining can lead to
deportation. Video shots of the workers show cranped |iving
conditions, while the voice-over states that 18 nen are
living in a two-room apart ment.

12. (U Kaufman interviews the workers' conpany nanager who,
under conditions of anonymity, states that if contractors do
not pay sub-contractors, then workers cannot get paid.

Kauf man notes in his voice-over that it is unclear whether
contractors are truly experiencing liquidity problenms, or are
just using the economic crisis as an excuse to w thhold
payments.

13. (C) Contacted separately, Kaufman told PAO that he had
visited eight canps and was struck by the fact that "these
guys aren't thinking about the econonic crisis at all. They
have been living in these conditions since they arrived in
this country." Although there was no pressure fromhis
superiors, Kaufman said, he thought it was better not to
target the |abor problemin general, but totie it to the
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economc crisis so that it did not cross politica
sensitivities.

4. (C) Asked to describe his understanding of those
sensitivities, Kaufman replied that "it's hard to know'
because no one inside Al Jazeera really tal ks about them

"We know that certain subjects are sensitive, and we know who
our bosses are," he said, "but | have not seen any
significant anounts of pressure not to file certain stories.”

15. (© Phuong-Y Nguyen, a Canadi an producer at Al Jazeera
DOHA 00000318 002 OF 002

Engl i sh whose own report on |labor conditions in Qatar was put
on the shelf by Al Jazeera nmanagers two years ago, told PAO
that Kaufman's report proves that "the door is open" on the

| abor issue. Asked what changed, Nguyen pointed to the

| eadershi p of Tony Burman, another Canadi an brought in to
head the English channel in the sumrer of 2008, and the "rea
journalists" that he has since brought on board.

16. (© Nguyen said that the airing of the April 10 broadcast
has inspired her to renew her effort to produce a | onger
report on general |abor conditions, that woul d include
interviews with Qatari officials. "Wwen we tried two years
ago, the best we could get was sonmeone fromthe Nationa

Human Rights Committee," Nguyen said, "but you just can't

have a full report on [ abor issues without a Qatari

Gover nnent voice. "

Rat ney
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In a rare, 50-m'nute inj[ervi ew on June 24 on Al
Jazeera's Arabic news service, Qatar's Prinme Mnister,
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Hamad Bin Jassim Al Thani, repeatedly described the United
States as a "friend." He called U S.-Qatari rel ations
"strategic."

-- For a small state normally cautious about aligning too
closely with any other country, such a public statenent
designed to reach throughout the Arab world is bold. It is
anot her indication of Qatar's strong interest in upgrading
the bilateral political relationship with the United States.

-- That said, the Prime Mnister's repeated enphasis in the
interview on Qatar's right to its own opinion is not only a
reaffirmation of Qatar's foreign policy approach to the
region. It is also a signal that Qatar intends to maintain
and pursue state and non-state rel ationships that others
such as the United States oppose, such as with Hanas,

Hi zbal | ah, and I ran.

-- Qatar's nediation efforts throughout the Mddle East and
North Africa featured promnently in the Prinme Mnister's
remar ks. These efforts reflect a small and vul nerabl e
country's acute dependence on regional stability as nmuch as
they do an ideol ogi cal stance or religious inpulse.

-- But the Prine Mnister spent the nost tinme on Egypt. He
strongly criticized (unnanmed) el enments in the Egyptian
governnment. But, significantly, he did not criticize its
President. He set anbi guous terns for re-opening the
Israeli trade office.

-- Despite GOQ protestations to the contrary, Al Jazeera
remai ns one of Qatar's nost valuable political and
di pl omatic tools.

-- Prime Mnister Al Thani's outreach to the United States
IS a response to President (hama's energetic efforts to
repair the U S. relationship with the Arab and Muslim
worlds. The U S. Adm nistration's newfound credibility in
the M ddle East, bolstered by a tough stand with the
Israelis over settlenments, has made the U. S. a nore
attractive partner for Qatar and other Arab countries.

-- Beyond the President's historic speech in Cairo, other
reasons exist for the Prime Mnister's remarks about the
United States in the interview These include Acting NEA
Assi stant Secretary Feltman's recent successful visit to
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Qatar and the al so recent and successful visits to

Washi ngton by Qatar's head of state security and Attorney
Ceneral. U S. Special Envoy for Sudan Scott Gration's close
working relationship with the GOQ on Qatar's initiative on
Darfur has |ikew se contributed. As also did the
reclassification of Qatar to the Tier 2 Watch List for
Trafficking in Persons.

End Key Points and Comment.

1. (U Further to Ref A, Enbassy Doha offers the follow ng
anal ysis and reporting on the Prine Mnister's rare and

I nportant interview on Al Jazeera about Qatar's foreign
policy in the region. The subjects covered in the
interview, if not the questions thensel ves, al nost
certainly were worked out in advance. Thus the interview
shoul d be interpreted as a carefully-consi dered nove by
Qatar to explain to the Arab world and key nenbers of the
i nternational conmmunity Qatar's regional political and

di pl omati c policies.

2. (© Qatari Prine Mnister (and Foreign Mnister) Hanad
Bin Jassim Al Thani's June 24 interview on Al Jazeera
Arabi c tel evision network broached many of the country's
nost controversial and active regional foreign policies.
The interview took place on "Bila Hodood" (Wthout

Bor ders), one

DOHA 00000432 002 OF 005

of Al Jazeera's flagship progranms, which covers political
and social issues in the confrontational style of its
Egyptian host, Ahmed Mansour.

3. (© The Prime Mnister discussed Qatar's "strategic"
relationship with the U S. with surprising candor and
explicitness, although his comments about the U S. - Qatari
bilateral relationship occupied a relatively small part of
the program and they occurred towards the m ddle of the
interview Repeatedly referring to the U S. as a "friend"
of Qatar, he expressed satisfaction with President OGbana's
concerted effort to reach out to the Muslimworld.

4. (O Pointing to the U S. admnistration's canpaign to
halt Israeli settlenent construction and resune M ddl e East
peace negotiations, the PMremarked that he has "great
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hope" in the new adm nistration. Notably, he asserted that
Qatar will help the United States to the greatest extent
possible if it is serious about resolving the Arab-Israel
conflict. The Prinme Mnister al so expressed satisfaction
that the political dialogue and climte between his country
and the United States have recently inproved.

5. (O These remarks by the Prime M nister about the United
States represent ful sonme praise for Qatar, a country that
historically has publicly dowplayed its relations with the
United States and the Anmerican presence in Qatar. Wile it
hosts Al Udaid Air Base, one of the |argest and nost
inportant mlitary facilities in the Mddle East, Qatar's
desire to avoid the appearance of being a western outpost
has led the GOQ to mnimze the visibility of its security
dependence on the U S. In this context, the Prine
Mnister's frank adm ssion of a "strategic" relationship
with the United States is significant.

6. (C After several years of strained relations, the Prine
Mnister's coments are encouraging public sign that Qatar
Is eager to nmend political fences with the United States --
al though not wi thout an inportant caveat (see para. 7,

I mredi ately below.) An upgraded political relationship with
Qatar could manifest itself in increased cooperation on
several fronts, fromcounter-terrorismand M ddl e East
peace to Irag and Afghani stan, as highlighted in Ref B.

7. (C However, the Prime Mnister remarked several tines
inthe interview that Qatar renains entitled to its own

opi nion on regional and international issues, saying "(we)
have our own viewpoi nts, which no one can confiscate (read:
dictate)."” The Prinme Mnister was adamant: Qatar has the
right to speak out and the right to pursue an i ndependent
policy line. The subtext of this is that Qatar, despite its
stated strategic alliance with the United States, despite
its menbership in the Gulf Cooperation Council and the Arab

League, wi Il not abandon its independence of thought and
action. To Enbassy Doha, the Prine Mnister was signaling
here Qatar's -- the Amr's -- firmintention to maintain

Its engagenent with, and active support for, non-state
actors such as Hanmas and Hi zbol | ah regardl ess of
I nternational pressure.

8. (O That said, there was a conpl ete absence of any
explicit nmention of Hamas, Syria, or Hizbollah Avoiding
these fault lines is consistent with the apparent intention
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of the Prinme Mnister to reach out to the United States in
the interview, and to tel egraph that intent quite publicly
to the Arab world and others. Because Qatar is unlikely to
abandon ties with these parties, nentioning these
relationships in the interview would only enphasi ze
obstacles in the way of inproved U S.-Qatari relations.
Hamad bin Jassi m probably deliberately chose instead to
speak in very general terns about regional peace and
stability.

9. (O In asimlar vein, Prime Mnister Al Thani's brief

mention of lIran was characteristically nuted and probably

cal cul ated to avoid any appearance of Qatari bias vis--vis
the current protests.

-- (U The Premer reiterated the Amr's position, stated
publicly on a state visit to Paris on June 23, that lIran's
stability is inmportant for the Qulf region and expressed
confidence that Iran will "bypass" the crisis.

10. (C) Taken as a whole, the Prine Mnister's coments
reaffirm Qatar that has strategically chosen to present
itself as a valuable regional nediator, a role in which
smal |

DOHA 00000432 003 OF 005

size is not necessarily a disadvantage. Such a role is also
in Qatar's acute self-interest. Tiny Qatar is acutely

vul nerable to disruptions in the region; instability and
chaos greatly increase the possibility that its sovereignty
could be violated or its economc security underm ned by
its two neighbors with hegenonic aspirations, Iran and
Saudi Arabi a.

11. (C) The nmj or exception to this regional approach is
Qatar's policies towards the Israeli-Palestinian conflict.
During the Gaza war, Qatar acted in a way that inflaned,
rather than tenpered, regional tensions. Recognizing the
damage that this approach caused at the start of the Cbhama
Adm nistration, and in Qatar's relations with other Arab
states, Qatar's |l eaders set out to rehabilitate their
noderate i mage during the Arab League sunmmt in Doha in
March 2009 (Ref C).
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12. (C) The Prinme Mnister's interview continued this
effort. The Prime Mnister framed Qatar's Gaza i nvol venent
in terns of Palestinian suffering. He chose not to justify
Qatar's actions in Gaza as pronoting regional stability, a
justification he used when di scussing other regional

di sput es.

13. (C) On Israel, the Prine Mnister said Qatar would re-
open the Israeli trade office once the conditions that |ed
to this action were undone and Israel made efforts to

I nprove the plight of the Palestinians. (The office has
been cl osed since January, in the aftermath of the Gaza
War.) Wth such an anbi guous threshold for upgradi ng
relations, Qatar appears in no rush to restore ties with

| srael, although contacts between the two conti nue.

-- (U The Prine Mnister denied that Qatar sought to play
on the enotions of the Arab world when it closed the
Israeli trade office. Exasperated, he renmarked that Qatar's
Arab brothers wanted the office closed when it was open,

but they want it open now that it is closed. He did not

el abor at e.

14. (C) Know ng the clanor Qatar has caused in the region,
the Prinme Mnister addressed head-on Qatar's diplomatic
tensions with Egypt, which began with differences over
Israel's actions in Gaza earlier this year and quickly
degenerated into a nedia war between the two sides.

-- (U) Egyptian charges have recently included accusations
that Qatar hel ped plan Hamas' takeover of Gaza in the
sumer of 2007 and Qatari conplicity in Hi zbollah's all eged
plot to stage attacks in Egypt.

-- (U Qatari efforts to nediate conflicts in Sudan have
come under attack by the Egyptians, who argue that Qatar is
interfering in Egypt's sphere of influence.

-- (U Responding to Egyptian allegations of interference,
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the Prime Mnister denied in the interview that Qatar

wor ked (unsuccessfully) with the French to buy the rel ease
of Israeli soldier Glad Shalit fromhis captors. He
asserted that Qatar was just responding to a request for
assi stance froma friendly, non-Arab state. He naintained
that Qatar entered the negotiations only on the condition
that the terns of Egypt's nedi ati on were uphel d.

15. (C) The Prinme M nister suggested that Egyptian
accusations were attenpts by unspecified el enents in Egypt
to distract the public fromthat governnent's donestic
failures. D sm ssing Egyptian accusations as "ridicul ous,"
he made no visible attenpt to reconcile with the Egypti ans,
beyond an obligatory commtnent to Arab Unity. The Prine

M nister continud with the practice of blam ng unspecified
el ement within the Egyptian regine for the rift, while
expressing admration fo Egyptian President Hosni Mibar ak
-- no doubt toshow an Arab | eader respect and avoid the
appearanc of a personality-driven feud. Contrary to al

vi dence, Hamad bin Jassimdenied that Qatar had ried to
host a Gaza reconstruction conference inDoha after the Gaza
war began to conpete with one being held in Egypt (see Ref
D). Knowi ng that Egypt's role in advancing peace is
important to the United States, the Prime Mnister was
likely al so addressing his conments to an audi ence broader
than officials in Cairo.

16. (U Denonstrating Qatar's indifference to current
tensions, the Premer said the dispute would be resol ved,
but

DOHA 00000432 004 OF 005
he did not know whether it would take one day or ten years.

-- (U The Prinme Mnister said that he had a neeting wth
Umar Sul ayman, head of Egypt's General Intelligence
Directorate, which was nedi ated by Saudi Foreign M nister
Saud Al Faysal. Wiile they "spoke on everything," they did
not agree on everything, he said.

RECONCI LI ATI ON W TH SAUDI ARABI A

17. (C) The lengths to which Prinme Mnister Al Than

prai sed Saudi Arabia in the interview nerit further
attention. They reflect Qatar's calculation that it took
tensions with other Arab countries too far during the Gaza
war, endangering its strategy of maxim zing its influence
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by preserving good relations with all countries. At a tine
when Qatar does not appear eager (and possibly able) to
reconcile with Egypt, Qatar probably believes it cannot
afford to alienate the other Arab powerhouse.

-- (© The Prine Mnister recogni zed that Saudi Arabia had
played a role in getting sonme Arab states to skip Qatar's
energency sunmt on the Gaza war. But he argued forcefully
that differences with Saudi Arabia were confined to

di screte points of view, a reference, we think, to Iran,
Hamas, and the appropriate role of Al Jazeera in the region.

-- (U The Prine Mnister pointed to the two country's
resolution of the Khor Al Udaid naritine border dispute as
evi dence of inproving ties. He al so used conspi cuously warm
words to describe Saudi Arabia's contributions, calling
Saudi Arabia an inportant country and "the backbone of the
GCC. "

18. (C) In a positive sign for U S. interests in Lebanon,
the Prime Mnister indicated that Qatar would not insist
that the 2007 Doha Agreenent renmain operative, echoing
coments he made in private to A/S Feltman (see Ref E).

-- (U Commenting on Lebanese Prine-Mnister designate Saad
Hariri's statenent that the Doha Agreenent is at an end
with the conpletion of the recent elections in Lebanon, the
Prime Mnister remarked that the agreenent was just for a
“certain phase."

19. (© The Prinme Mnister, when discussing Qatar's role in
trying to nediate the Al-Huthi rebellion in Yenen,

di sm ssed Yeneni governnent accusations that Qatar funded
the rebellion. The Prime Mnister naintained that his
country was a "fair broker" that hel ped forge an agreenent
that was not honored for no fault of its own. In response
to calls fromsone in Yenen and the region for Qatar to
reprise its nmediation role, the Prime Mnister indicated
Qatar's reluctance by noting that he would advise the Amr
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not to continue Qatar's involvenent in Yenen. The Prine
Mnister likely also calculated that bringing the issue
into the open would increase pressure on the Yeneni
Governnent to return to Qatar-Iled nediation.

AL JAZEERA' S ROLE I N QATARI FOREI GN PQOLI CY

20. (U) The Prinme M nister broached the subject of A
Jazeera and the "headaches" its has caused for the
Governnment of Qatar, fromtensions with Saudi Arabia to
contributing to the current rift with Egypt.

-- (U Asked about Al Jazeera, he joked that Qatar should
sell it, indicating Qatar was offered $5 billion for it at
one tinme. He added that the noney m ght be worth nore than
t he headaches Al Jazeera has caused for the regine.

21. (C) Such statenents nust not be taken at face val ue as
Al Jazeera, the npst watched satellite tel evision station
in the Mddle East, is heavily subsidized by the Qatari
governnment and has proved itself a useful tool for the
station's political masters. The station's coverage of
events in the Mddle East is relatively free and open,
though it refrains fromcriticizing Qatar and its
governnment. Al Jazeera's ability to influence public
opi ni on throughout the region is a substantial source of

| everage for Qatar, one which it is unlikely to relinquish.
Mor eover, the network can al so be

DOHA 00000432 005 OF 005

used as a chip to inprove relations. For exanple, A
Jazeera's nore favorable coverage of Saudi Arabia's royal
famly has facilitated Qatari-Saudi reconciliation over the
past year.

LeBar on

. © 2011 Guardian News and Media Limited or its affiliated companies. All rights reserved.
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-- (O Enbassy Doha's third interagency off-site was held
Sept enber 30, 2009. The third in a series of sem -annual
off-site sessions (reftels report on the first, held

Sept enber 2008 and the second, held March 2009), the off-
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site's objective was to review and update our field
I nt eragency assessnent of key trends in Qatar over the
com ng 36 nonths.

-- (O The off-site identified three newtrends wth

I nportant inplications for U S. policy: the energence of
the GOQ s internal security apparatus as a security force
that eclipses in inportance the Qatari mlitary (para 4);
the energence of food security as a Qatari national
security inperative (para 16) and the energence of Critical
Energy Infrastructure Protection as an area of increasing
&0Q focus (paras 4, 8, 11 and 17).

-- (O The off-site concluded with a | ook at nechani sns for
I nt eragency synchroni zation to nost effectively pursue the
policy inperatives identified during the off-site

di scussi ons. Enbassy Doha's synchroni zati on process has
materi ally devel oped since the |last off-site. W now have
five active synchronization groups that bring together

I nt eragency players to achi eve shared interagency goals
identified through the nmulti-step synchroni zati on process.

End key points.

1. (C At our third inter-agency off-site, the interagency
team focused on trends in the follow ng areas:

-- Political and Foreign Policy -- Mlitary -- Intelligence
and Counterterrorism-- Crinme -- Econom c and Environnent al
-- Food Security -- Trade -- Society, Education and Medi a
-- Denographi ¢ and Consul ar

2. (O The renmuaining sections of this cable, keyed to these
topic areas, provide a short synopsis of our interagency
concl usions, followed by a description of the interagency
synchroni zati on process. W have al so | ooked back upon the
concl usi ons reached in our two previous off-site exercises
and assessed the overall state and novenent of several key
trends identified across the three off-sites.

3. (O AL THANI RULE IS SECURE; CROMN PRI NCE EMERGES

-- (O W expect the Al Thani famly's rule to remain
uncont ested over the next 36 nmonths. G ven the history of
intra-famly coups in this country and known rivalries
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bet ween key nmenbers of the ruling famly, however, we
expect that sone friction between powerful players wll
continue. The Amir's health is reportedly poor but stable
and we expect a snooth transition in power to his son after
hi s eventual passing. To ensure that snooth transition, we
expect to see the continued energence of Crown Prince
Shaykh Tami m as nore than a figurehead, as his father
continues to groomhimfor the highest office in Qatar. W
predict that he will increasingly issue nore Amiri decrees
under his own authority and take on nore synbolic

| eadership duties normally reserved for the Amr, such as
greeting Eid well-wi shers (sonething he did in Septenber
for the first tine in lieu of his father).

-- (© The Amr and Prime Mnister/Foreign Mnister Hamad

bin Jassimw || continue to domnate Qatar's highly
personal i zed foreign policy, although sonmewhat nore
attention will be paid to foreign humanitarian assi stance

and regional social and educational initiatives |led by the
Amr's consort, Shaykha Mbzah, than was previously the
case. The new Mnister of State for International
Cooperation, Khalid al-Attiyah; the Amr's Ofice D rector
(and daughter), Shaykha H nd; and the PM s new Foreign
Pol i cy Advisor, Shaykh Mohammed (the Amir's son), are part
of a new generation of capable, Wstern-educated and
energetic Qataris whose role in influencing and shaping
foreign policy we expect to increase slightly over the
com ng 36 nont hs.

-- (C Over all three off-sites we assessed little or no
novenent in the trend toward personality-based,
authoritarian rule in Qatar. Sem nal and w de-rangi ng

education refornms may have planted the seeds that wll nove
this trend towards rationalized, decentralized governnent,
but these effects are still several years away.

-- (O Over the next 36 nonths, Qatar will continue to
pragmatically pursue relations with Iran, with whomit
shares the world's | argest non-associ ated natural gas
field. Qatar will also continue to pursue its classic

vul nerable snall-state policies ained either at pleasing as
many pl ayers as possible or - where conpeting demands nake
this inpossible - at containing and count er-bal anci ng
irritation caused by these policies. W expect Qatar
therefore to persist in supporting problematic players such
as Hamas, Hezbollah and Syria, even as it attenpts to
strengthen its relationship with the United States and its
GCC nei ghbors. W expect the trend in favor of using Al
Jazeera as an informal tool of GOQ foreign policy to

conti nue undi m ni shed.

-- (O Over the past three off-sites Qatar has naintai ned
this trend toward small-state policies and an orientation
towards the mddle, with the exception of a sudden sw ng
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towards the radical canp (since subsided) that reflected
hi gh-profile pro-Hanas actions taken by the GOQ in the wake
of the Israeli incursion into Gaza in January 2009.

4. (©) A NEWTREND: THE RI SE OF THE | NTERNAL SECURI TY FORCE

-- (O The creation of a professional mlitary force wll
remain a second-order priority for Qatar. The Qatar Arned
Forces (QAF) is not a powerful force in Qatari society,
which |acks a martial tradition. The QAF could put up
little defense against Qatar's primary perceived threats -
Saudi Arabia and Iran - and the U S. mlitary's presence
here is larger and far nore capable than Qatar's force of
approximately 8,000 nmen at arns. Nurturing this force over
the next 36 nonths will therefore remain sonething of an
afterthought for the Qatari Governnent.

-- (O The Internal Security Force (ISF), on the other

hand, is quickly energing as Qatar's prem er security
force. While threats by terrorists or outside mlitary
forces will remain relatively | ow over the next 36 nonths,
the Qatari Governnment recognizes that its econom c and
political survival depends on its critical energy
Infrastructure and is increasingly alarnmed by
vulnerabilities to that infrastructure. As Qatar focuses on
its internal security, the ISF will continue to conmand a

| arger role in the three years.

-- (O In that connection, we expect to see |ISF' s budgets
for training and procurenment increase; its requests for
bilateral training prograns to increase; and its role in
the U S.-Qatari bilateral relationship to grow.

-- (C) Despite ISF's increasing inportance, the QAF w |l
remain the steward of the U S. -Qatari mlitary relationship
for the foreseeable future. Devel opnents in that

relati onship on the Qatari side will continue to be
personality-driven and flow fromthe top down. For that
reason, we expect to see nore frequent visits by QAF senior
officers to the United States, and nore seni or engagenent
by U. S. conponent commanders over the com ng 36 nonths.

5. (© I MPROVEMENT IN U. S. -QATAR M LI TARY RELATI ONS

-- (O Tactical irritants involving custons and i nmm gration
for U S. deployed forces will reduce over the next 36
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nonths as senior U S.-Qatari mlitary engagenent increases,
and as depl oyed forces denonstrate their willingness to be
"good guests" by devel opi ng and enforcing procedures -

I ncludi ng disciplinary nmeasures - designed to respect
Qatari | aw.

-- (O Qatar's annoyance at a relatively snmall percentage
of infractions of Qatari inmmgration and custons |aws by U.
S. forces will reduce as depl oyed forces denonstrate that
they take these infractions seriously, are transparent
about the nunber and nature of themw th Qatari
authorities, and inplenment neasures to address them In
addi tion, we expect the activities of the Enbassy's Joint
Pol -M 1| 1|ssues synchroni zation group (see para 26) to boost
the trend towards reduced friction in this key area.

-- (© The overall ml-ml relationship declined in warnth
between the first and second off-sites - partly due to
custons/inmm gration issues and partly due to dimnished U.
S. mlitary engagenent with Qatar at the senior strategic
level. At the third off-site, the ml-m 1l relationship was
trendi ng upward, as inprovenents occurred in these two
areas. 6. (C) REG ONAL SECURI TY ARCHI TECTURE: APPROACH

| NFORVED BY COUNTRY TEAM

-- (O The off-site teamreceived a U S. Central Conmand
(CENTCOM) brief on the concept of a Regional Security
Architecture that will attenpt - based on shared US-GCC
interests and objectives - to create intra-GCC networks in
the areas of |eadership, equipping, operations, training,

I nformati on-sharing and posture.

-- (O In shaping its approach to each country in the RSA,
the briefer said CENTCOMWw || rely on Chiefs of M ssion,
who can depl oy the situational awareness and interagency
platforns of the country teans that they lead to find the
best fit for the RSA as a nechanismto advance U. S
national security goals in each country in a synchroni zed,
effective way.

-- (© The group assessed GOQ wi I lingness to engage in
mlitary multilateralismas currently very weak, and
predicted this weakness w |l inpact negatively on the
success of the RSA concept, unless primarily bilateral
channel s are activated to support it.
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7. (S/'NF) POOR CT COOPERATI ON TO CONTI NUE

-- Over the next 36 nonths, Qatar's intelligence services
will remain focused in priority order on:

a) regine protection; b) the existential threat fromlran;
c) threats of increased crimnal and/or collective |abor
activity by third-country workers; and d) counter-terrorism

-- As aresult, to the extent the USG remains focused on
counter-terrorism cooperation between our intelligence
services will remain poor, because Qatar's State Security
(QSS) sinply does not see a credible terrorist threat here.

8. (S/NF) A BRI GHT SPOT: CRITlI CAL ENERGY | NFRASTRUCTURE
PROTECTI ON

-- W assess that the Qataris will be nore anmenable to
cooperating on areas that they perceive to be of greatest
threat, such as Iran and the threat it poses to Qatar's
critical energy infrastructure protection. W expect the
Qataris to respond positively to any discussion of Iran and
critical energy infrastructure protection (CEIP). The
activities of our Critical Infrastructure Protection
synchroni zation group (see para 26) in the com ng nonths

w il be ained at exploiting current dynamcs in this area.

9. (SBU) Qatar's crine index is anong the |owest in the
wor | d, but has increased by nore than 300 percent since
2005, due primarily to a doubling of the expatriate

popul ation, rapid economc growh, and the w despread use
of the Internet.

10. (C) Qatar's continued construction boom overal
econom c grow h, and rapidly expanding airline can be
expected to attract crimnal activity over the comng 36
nmont hs, but we do not expect a radical overall increase.
11. (C) Gven these trends, over the next 36 nonths, we
expect the GOQ to:

a) increase requests for training by the USG b) increase
its use of information technology to make up for a | ack of
manpower in order to nonitor activity and conduct
operations; c) increase cooperation with GCC and others on
fugitive tracking and recovery; d) increase its critical
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i nfrastructure protection capabilities.

-- (C Over the past three off-sites, petty crine has
remained low, with a slight increase assessed at the third
off-site. Organi zed crine has renmai ned | ow and steady over
the three-offsite period, while terrorist financing

remai ned noderate and steady over the sane period. Cyber
crime remained low, with a slight increase assessed at the
third off-site.

12. (C) Qatar will continue to diversify its liquefied
natural gas (LNG markets, particularly in Europe, where it
shows signs of positioning itself as a swing supplier. This
enhances Qatar's econom ¢ security and, by making nore
countries reliant upon a Qatari supply of LNG this nove
wll also contribute to Qatar's physical security.

13. (C) Qatar's reliance upon expatriate | abor wll

conti nue unabated over the next three years, although we do
not expect it to grow. Wiile many of its maj or hi ghway
projects will be conpleted within that period, the need for
expatriate | abor will shift toward projects such as the
expanded Doha International Airport, the seaport
construction project, and the Qatar-Bahrain causeway.

14. (C) Qatar will continue its interest in environnental
protection, and wll seek U.S. assistance and expertise in

I ncreasing the capacity of its environnental bureaucracy.
Such assi stance, beginning with a GOQ study group expected
to travel to the U S. in Decenber to engage with the USEPA
(wth a view toward the eventual placenment of an EPA Fel | ow
in the Mnistry of Environnent) will deepen over the next
three years.

15. (C) Qatar will continue to show an interest in

acqui ring nucl ear technology. Follow ng a GOQ nove away
fromacquiring such technol ogy for energy needs, we expect
the current trend in favor of acquiring it for nedical
applications to grow over the next three years.
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16. (SBU) FOOD SECURI TY EQUALS NATI ONAL SECURI TY

-- (SBU) @ulf countries can produce no nore than 10-15
percent of their own food needs, and therefore regard food
security as a national security issue. To that end, Qatar
has established a National Food Security Program ( NFSP)
under the direction of the Crown Prince.

-- (SBU) The NFSP is tasked with developing a food security
strategy for Qatar, and a strategy for |eading the rest of
the Arab world in devel oping new structures and
partnerships for achieving food security for the entire
regi on.

-- (O W expect the NFSP and others seized with food
security over the comng 36 nonths to dimnish their
interest in highly conplicated and risky |and purchases in
devel opi ng countries and to shift toward establishing
partnerships wth producers in devel oped countries, such as
the U S. W expect to see growing interest in |earning
about sophisticated financial instrunents that can be

enpl oyed to snooth out prices and supply gaps, such as
commodity futures and virtual stocking. W al so expect
Qatar to inprove its stocking capabilities, both onshore
and of f.

17. (SBU) STEADY GDP GROMH = STEADY GROMH IN U. S. EXPORTS
-- (SBU) U. S. exports to Qatar surged by nore than 340%
from 2003 to 2008, to a total of USD 3.2 billion, producing
a trade surplus for the United States. As a result, Qatar
has beconme our fourth-|largest export market in the Mddle
East, overtaking lIragq, Mdyrocco and Kuwait in recent years.
We expect export growh to continue by 20-30 percent
annual |y over the com ng 36 nonths. Hi gh-tech inports wll
claiman increasing share of U S. exports, and these w |
primarily be focused on the oil and gas sector.

-- (SBU) Opportunities for greater U S. exports wl|
devel op over the comng 36 nonths to the extent that port-
of-entry difficulties are reduced for visiting

busi nesspeopl e and U. S. busi nesses focus on new y-
identified internal security requirenments by the MJ, to

i nclude training and equi pnent for critical energy
Infrastructure protection. Qur Critical Infrastructure
Protection synchroni zati on group (see para 26) will focus
on shaping, influencing and exploiting opportunities in
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this key area.

18. (SBU) SOCI ETAL ATTI TUDES TOMARD U.S. WLL RENAIN
CONFLI CTED

-- (SBU) Qataris' views of the United States in general,
and the advantages their country accrues through its
relations with us, continued to decline through 2009.
Qataris' confidence in the USG to deal responsibly with
regi onal problens has, however, continued to increase,
marking a 15 point junp to about 50 percent from Decenber
2008 to July 2009. W expect these conflicted views of the
United States to continue over the comng 36 nonths, with
t he percentage of Qataris feeling confident in the USG s
ability to address regional problens steadily increasing as
we responsibly end the war in Irag and engage carefully
with Iran.

19. (SBU) EDUCATI ON: SOCI AL CALAM TY OR BEG NNI NG OF A
SOLUTI ON?

-- (SBU) Qatari divorces tripled between 1986 and 2007, and
anecdot al evi dence suggests that |arger nunbers of Qatari
wonen have decided to remain unwed. W expect these trends,
whi ch sone Qatari observers refer to as a "social calamty
wai ting to happen," to continue as |long as the percentage
of Qatari wonen achi eving secondary and tertiary degrees
far outstrips nen.

-- (SBU) The Qatari Governnent's inplenentation of a renedy
- an educational reform plan designed by RAND and

consi dered one of the nost anbitious in the world - wll
reach conpl etion over the next 36 nonths, but will not
produce neasurable results that quickly. The reform which
I's converting all Qatari public schools to sonething
resenbling U S. charter schools, ains to nake educati on
nore interesting and neani ngful for students while
preparing themto conpete in today's globalizing job nmarket.

20. (C) AL JAZEERA WLL REMAIN A TOOL COF FOREI GN POLI CY

-- (© Over the comng 36 nonths - in a trend that has held
steady over the past three off-sites - the regional Al
Jazeera Arabic news channel will continue to be an

I nstrunment of Qatari influence, and continue to be an
expressi on, however uncoordi nated, of the nation's foreign
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policy. Qatar will continue to use Al Jazeera as a
bargai ning tool to repair relationships with other
countries, particularly those soured by Al Jazeera's
broadcasts, including the United States.

-- (O Anecdotal evidence suggests, and fornmer Al Jazeera
board nmenbers have affirnmed, that the United States has
been portrayed nore positively since the advent of the
Gbama adm ni stration. W expect that trend to continue and
to further develop as U S.-Qatari relations inprove,
particularly to the extent that A Jazeera coverage i s nade
part of our bilateral discussions - as it has been to
favorabl e effect between Qatar and Saudi Arabia, Jordan,
Syria and ot her countries.

-- (O Over the past three off-sites we have assessed as
steady the |ack of overall nedia freedomin Qatar. Although
overt and official censorship is not present, self- and

di screet official censorship continue to render Qatar
donmestic nedia tane and ineffective.

21. (C Qatar's actual popul ation, which roughly doubl ed
from 2004 to 2008, is around two mllion, according to the
M nister of State for Internal Affairs. As many as 1.8
mllion of this population is of foreign origin. These
nunbers are expected to grow anong every nationality and
region of origin, checked only by Qatar's economc
prospects and Qatari security concerns about certain
nationalities such as Pakistanis and Iranians. |ndians
account for the largest national group in Qatar with nore
than 467,000 people - about tw ce the nunber of Qataris.

-- (O As Qataris becone an increasingly smaller mnority
in their own country despite a relatively high birth rate,
we expect to detect an increasingly enbattled feeling anong
Qataris that will result in:

a) tighter restrictions on unskilled |aborers and an

I ncreased focus on recruiting nore western, white-collar
wor kers; b) diversification away fromlndia as a prinmary
source of labor; and c) policy decisions increasingly
driven by the inperative of reducing the nunber of
foreigners that were brought in on a tenporary basis to
build up the nation's infrastructure.

-- (© The nunber of Anmerican citizens who registered with
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t he Enbassy grew by roughly five tines from 2000 to 2008.
The Anerican community is expected to plateau at what we
estimate to be the current nunber of Anericans present in
Qatar -- about 15,000 (not including deployed mlitary
forces). Mdst of those Americans work primarily in the
ener gy, educational and security sectors.

22. (C) The DCM briefed the group on the status of
"“synchroni zati on" - Enbassy Doha's whol e of governnment
approach to USG policy inplenentation in Qatar. The goal of
synchroni zation is to arrange in space, tinme and purpose,
for maxi mum effect, the plans and prograns of the various
el enents of the U S. Executive Branch.

23. (C) The beginning of the process is a Front Ofice
review of the national, agency and departnent-I|evel and
Qatar-specific strategic planning docunents relevant to
Qatar's operating environnent (including those of agencies
represented not in Doha, but regionally). Review ng the
obj ectives of these plans through the prismof the nine
over-arching U S. National Security Strategy objectives
establishes that the two principle shared interagency
strategic issues in Qatar are counter-terrorism and
econom c devel opnent .

24. (C) The six-nmonthly off-sites - which al so enbrace non-
resi dent nmenbers of the Virtual Country Team - are the next
step in the process, during which the Country Team anal yzes
key trends in Qatar and assesses the inplications of trend
directions for U S. policy. The discussions, analysis and
priorities thus generated, along with the Anbassador's

gui dance, drive the establishnent of goal-oriented
synchroni zati on groups - which are forned and di sbanded as
goal s are defined and achi eved - ained at shapi ng and

I nfl uencing the operating environnent for the USG

I nteragency in Qatar.

25. (C) Centered on interagency groups organi zed around
achi eving a shared interagency goal, the synchronization
process brings together all elenments of the interagency
engaged in achi eving that common goal in Qatar. Each group
Is lead directly by the Front Ofice, ensuring regular
comuni cati on anong group nenbers and providing a sustained
I nt eragency perspective to guide the group's activities.

Qur Virtual Country Team concept uses technol ogy to enable
participation in synchronization groups by non-resident
agenci es and departnents that cover Qatar on a regional
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basi s.

26. (C) As of Novenber 2009, Enbassy Doha had five active
I nt eragency synchroni zati on groups, as foll ows:

-- Security and Counter-Terrorism which brings together
the mission's intelligence and | aw enforcenent comunities
and rel evant el enents of the Country Teamto achi eve shared
Intelligence, security and counter-terrorism objectives.

-- POTUS Initiative on Muslim Conmunity Engagenent, which
ainms at using the Enbassy's power to convene and make
connections to operationalize the principles laid out in
Presi dent Cbama's June 2009 Cairo speech, with a Qatar-
specific enphasis on econom ¢ devel opnent (i ncl udi ng food
security) and science and technol ogy.

-- Interagency Engagenent with Qatar on Joint Pol-MI

| ssues, which tackles deep-seated and w de-rangi ng shared
civilian and mlitary problens related to GOQ Custons and
I mm grations policies and processes.

-- Interagency Initiatives on Critical Energy
Infrastructure Protection, which studies the conplex state
of play in the area of critical infrastructure protection,
makes recomrendation for interagency action, and acts a
filter for the many USG i nteragency initiatives and

I nterests that converge on this area.

-- I Li AD Support to D plomatic Operations, which exploits
the nonitoring, translation and analysis capabilities of

I Li AD to support regional diplomatic operations. (Note:
ILiAD is a three-agency Doha-based partnership consisting
of the DNI's OQpen Source Center, the FBI's National Virtual
Transl ation Center and DI A's Conbi ned Medi a Processi ng
Center (CMPC) End note.) LeBaron

. © 2011 Guardian News and Media Limited or its affiliated companies. All rights reserved.
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SUBJECT: Engagi ng Al Jazeera on Haiti
Currently released so far...

251287 / 251,287 REF: STATE 5277
Articles 1. (SBU) On Sunday, January 17, A Jazeera's English (AJE) news
channel , headquartered in Doha, began running inaccurate coverage of
Brazil U.S. and international relief efforts in Haiti. At times, the
Sri Lanka coverage used inflammtory | anguage, such as accusing the U S
United Kingdom mlitary of setting up a "mni-Geen Zone" at Haiti's airport and
Sweden shi pping in weapons and sol diers instead of humanitarian aid.
Global

United States 2. (SBU) At Anbassador's direction, the Enbassy took the foll ow ng

Latin America actions:
Egypt -- informed NEA/ PPD senior staff of the trends in AJE s coverage,
Jordan who quickly informed senior officials and arranged for an appearance
Yemen by the Department Spokesman on AJE fromits Washi ngton bureau w thin
Thailand hours.
B | | -- When U S McHal e decided to call AJE Director Tony Burman during
rowse latest releases the early norning hours of January 18, ensured that Burnman was ready
2011/08 for the call and understood the serious concerns that the

Under secretary woul d convey.
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-- Monitored AJE s coverage on January 19 and 20, which continued to
be |l argely inaccurate and confrontational, but |ess and | ess so.

13. (SBU) By the norning of January 20, AJE s coverage had evol ved
mar kedly, with reporting focused on the work bei ng done by U. S
mlitary forces - particularly airdrops - and 50 orphans who had
been sent to the United States on an expedited basis. AJE s 1300GMI
bull etin began, for exanple, with inmages of the U S mlitary
distributing aid, with a voi ceover saying, "U S. troops touch down,
expanding their reach into other disaster-hit areas.” The bulletin
also carried a clip of an interviewwith U S. Lt. Mirk Winberg,

expl ai ning how his particular group was distributing aid.

4. (SBU) Comments by Al Jazeera correspondents during the norning

of January 20 included nmore context than on previous days. For
exanpl e, correspondent Theresa Bo cited UN sources as saying that
the obstacles to delivering aid were still inmrense, because the port

had been destroyed by the earthquake, and the roads were not good,
but "aid agencies are doing their best."

15. (SBU) Anmbassador has directed Enbassy staff to continue
nonitoring AJE s reporting, and to communi cate these observations

i mediately to Washington. |f AJE, or any of Al Jazeera's channels,
revert to inaccurate coverage, Anbassador will not hesitate to

i ntervene at higher levels, starting with the Qatari Chairman of the
Board of Directors of the Al Jazeera NetworKk.

LEBARCN
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Classified By: Anbassador Joseph E. LeBaron, for reasons 1.4 (b, d).

-- Prime Mnister Hamad bin Jassim Al Thani (HBJ) told
Senat or John Kerry February 13 that we will all |ose us 4-6
nonths of time in pursuing the recently announced "proximty
tal ks" between the Israelis and Pal esti ni ans.

-- HBJ underscored that it is a mstake to ignore Hamas in
seeki ng a lasting agreenent.

-- From Qatar's perspective, there are differences in style
and approaches between the two wi ngs of Hamas, but in
principle both are fundanentally aligned. Hamas |eaders in
Damascus and Gaza can accept recognition of Israel, but nust
calibrate the timng very carefully because Hamas supporters
are not ready for this change.

-- According to HBJ, Egypt has a vested interest in dragging
out Palestinian reconciliation talks for as |ong as possible.
Egypt "has no end gane; serving as broker of the talks is
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Egypt's only business interest with the U S. "

-- The Prime M nister suggested that one or two GCC nenbers,
Morocco, and Syria formthe core nenbership of an Arab League
comittee to address Pal estinian-Israeli concerns. G ving
Syria a role would create jeal ousy anong the Arabs, which HBJ
said would help the U S. nove tal ks forward.

-- HBJ said putting economc pressure on lran by targeting
its oil revenues is the best way to get Tehran to rethink its
guest for nucl ear weapons. For the sanctions to work, it
woul d be vital that Russia and other countries bordering Iran
i mpl ement them fully.

End Key Points.

1. (© The Chairman of the Senate Forei gn Rel ations
Committee (SFRC), Senator John Kerry (D MA), acconpani ed by
Anmbassador, P/E Chief and SFRC staff Frank Lowenstein and
Fatema Sumar, net February 13 with Prinme Mnister (and
Foreign Mnister) of Qatar Shei kh Hanmad bin Jassi m Al Thani
(HBJ). HBJ opened the neeting by observing that President
hama' s presi dency had brought a lot of optimsmto the
region. Senator Kerry agreed, adding that now we "need to
del i ver."

12. (C) HBJ expressed dissatisfaction that "everyone in the
regi on" seens to have a separate plan for noving ahead on the
I sraeli-Pal estinian dispute when only one plan was needed --
a plan that both the Israelis and Pal estinians woul d accept
and finalize. More disconcerting to Qatar, he said, was the
announcenent by Special Envoy Mtchell that both parties

woul d now engage in "proximty talks."” Such talks "will |ose
us 4-6 nonths of tine," stated HBJ.

13. (© Senator Kerry responded that we "are where we are.”
He assessed that the Gol dstone Report and dissatisfaction in
Fatah's ranks in the Wst Bank made it difficult for Abu
Mazen to "give sonething to Israel” that would allow direct
negoti ations to begin between the parties. Add in Abu
Mazen's previous statenents on the need for a full settlenent
freeze, and the ingredients for the Palestinian people to
accept direct talks sinply are not there.

4. (C) Abu Mazen is out on a linb, responded HBJ. "He
clinbed a tree (drawing a line in the sand on settlenents)
and can't get down." HBJ suggested that President Obama's
address to the UN CGeneral Assenbly at the opening of its
current session could serve as a "roadnmap" forward: two
states (Israel and Pal estine) remain the goal, and the

est abli shnent of settlenents nmust stop while negotiations
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take place. HBJ stressed again that the "proximty tal ks"
will cause a "lot of problens.”

15. (©) HBJ told Chairman Kerry he had met recently in Doha
with an Israeli del egati on and had encouraged themto work
with Palestinians of all stripes in the pursuit of peace

HBJ underscored that it is a mstake to work with just one
partner, Fatah, and ignore Hanas. Saying this does not nean

DOHA 00000071 002 OF 004

that Qatar expresses a preference for Hamas. HBJ pointed out
that Abu Mazen had taught in Qatar for 30 years and renains a
friend of Qatar. Qatar has no differences with himor those
around him but the Palestinian Authority (PA) cannot sign
of f on an agreenment on behal f of the Pal estinians where open
di vi si ons exi st.

6. (© HBJ noted that in conversations Qatar has held with
Hamas' | eadership, it is clear that Hamas is ready to accept
Israel's right to exist. But the acceptance nmust come about
gradually, not in one day. Senator Kerry said he had heard
this el sewhere, but in his own conversations in Damascus --
where a nmany | eaders of Hanmas reside -- he did not get the
sense that Hanmas was ready to accept Israel's existence.

17. (©) Qatar's PM observed that the biggest obstacle on the
Pal estinian side to an eventual agreenment with Israel is the
reconciliation of Hamas and Fatah. HBJ maintained that it
woul d have happened during the previous U S. adninistration,
but President Bush told Abu Mazen not to sign off on it.

Now, said HBJ, progress is slow, and bringing the two parties
together in the spirit of reconciliation is hanpered by Arab
politics. Reconciliation can happen, HBJ asserted, but only
"if bigger countries in the region allowit."

8, (C) Senator Kerry, noting that he had seen Yasser Arafat
make the transition from PLO fighter to signer of an
agreerment on the Wiite House | awn, observed that people can
conme around and change their position. But was that the case
here? The Senator asked HBJ if the differences at play

bet ween Hamas' | eaders in Danmascus and Gaza were too wide to
bri dge.

19. (© From HBJ's perspective, there are differences in style
and approaches between the two wi ngs of Hamas, but in
principle both are fundanentally aligned. They can accept
recognition of Israel, but have to calibrate the tining very
carefully because Hamas knows that its supporters in the

Pal estinian territories are not ready for this change. HBJ

http://wikileaks.org/cable/2010/02/10DOHA71.html (3 of 8)9/22/2011 3:36:15 AM



Cable Viewer

said Hamas | eaders in Damascus and Gaza are aligned on
wanting to open the border crossing at Rafah, for exanple,

but differ on tactics in reaching this goal. The |eaderships
in Syria and Gaza consult each other, and no one |eader in
Hamas can take a decision al one, reported HBJ.

1710. (C) Chairnman Kerry asked HBJ if Hamas is feeling
political pressure from Gazans over their current living
conditions. HBJ responded that anytinme people do not have
housi ng, schools or public utilities, their political |eaders
feel pressure. Hamas, however, has a greater sense of
urgency in reconciling with Fatah, observed HBJ, than does
the broker of the tal ks between the Pal estinian parti es.

111. (C According to HBJ, Egypt -- the broker -- has a vested
interest in dragging out the talks for as | ong as possible.
Egypt "has no end gane; serving as broker of the talks is
Egypt's only business interest with the U S." HBJ Iikened

the situation to a physician who has only one patient to

treat in the hospital. |[If that is your only business, "the
physician is going to keep the patient alive but in the
hospital for as long as possible." HBJ enphasized that

Qatar, on the other hand, is interested only in bringing

about peace in the region -- and as quickly as possible.

112. (C) Short term HBJ said Hamas wants to formwith Fatah a
unity governnent and rebuild the Israeli-inflicted danage in
Gaza. Senator Kerry, steering the conversation toward Hamas'

| ong-term ai ns, acknow edged that Qatar's | eaders speak
frequently with Hamas. The Chairnman asked HBJ to explain why
Hamas does not seem "to nove when we need Hamas to nove."

113. (C Sinply put, answered HBJ, "Hanas does not trust Egypt
and the Quartet enterprise." HBJ noted that since its

i nception the Quartet has been anti-Hamas and aligned with
the interests of Abu Mazen, Egypt and Jordan. These partners
of the Quartet, observed HBJ, are the very partners who have
not delivered a Palestinian-Israeli agreenent.

114. (C) Returning to his theme that "peace brokers" act in
their own self-interest, HBJ observed that President Mibarak
of Egypt is thinking about how his son can take his place and
how to stave off the growing strength of the Miuslim

Br ot herhood. The Egyptian governnment, said HBJ, has jailed
10, 000 Muslim Brot herhood nenmbers wi t hout bringing court
cases against them The Egyptian "peopl e blane Anmerica" now
for their plight. The shift in npbod on the ground is "nostly
because of Mibarak and his close ties" to the United States.
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Hs only utility to the U S. is brokering peace between
Pal estinians and Israelis, so he has no interest in taking
hi nsel f out of the one game he has, underscored HBJ. "Tel
your friends (in Egypt) they nust help thenselves."

115. (C) As for Qatar, "W want to help Abu Mazen and the
Pal estini ans," declared HBJ. The short-term needs of

Pal estinians in Gaza are acute, said HBJ. W need to broker
a quick reconciliation between Hamas and Fatah and nove
forward quickly on rebuilding Gaza. Senator Kerry asserted
that HBJ was preaching to the converted and told the PM he
was "shocked by what | saw in Gaza."

116. (C) Continuing to illustrate how Egypt had not delivered
for the U S. on Palestinian issues, HBJ said Qatar was told
in late 2008 that Israel and the U S. needed the Egyptians to
deal with the crisis in Gaza. Yet forner Israeli PMQ nert
later conplained to Qatar that Egypt is a big country and not
ninble; it could not nove fast enough. Senator Kerry pointed
out he was in Cairo at the tinme Qatar was calling for an Arab
League Summt in Decenmber 2008/ January 2009 and asked HBJ for
his perspective on the rift between Qatar and Egypt at that
tine.

117. (C HBJ told Senator Kerry that Mibarak refused to come
to Doha for a neeting of Arab |eaders, preferring that the
neeting take place in Riyadh. The request to nove the
neeting was relayed to Qatar by the Saudis, not the
Egyptians. Saudi Arabia, as a big country |ike Egypt, has a
vested interest in keeping Egypt afloat, said HBJ. The
Saudi s agreed to host the neeting in R yadh not because they
objected to traveling to Doha, but because the Egyptians did.
"So we argued over the neeting | ocation" while the
Pal estinians suffered, and we in Qatar "called a nmeeting and
sai d whoever cones, cones."

118. (C) Qatar is worried, said HBJ, about Egypt and its
peopl e, who are increasingly inpatient. Mbarak, continued
HBJ, says Al Jazeera is the source of Egypt's problenms. This
is an excuse. HBJ had told Miubarak "we would stop Al Jazeera
for a year" if he agreed in that span of tinme to deliver a
lasting settlenent for the Pal estinians.

Mubar ak said nothing in response, according to HBJ.

119. (C Asked his advice on bringing about an agreenent

bet ween | srael and the Pal estinians, HBJ said President
Cdinton recogni zed before leaving office that Egypt was a
problem Wen President dinton sought help at the end of
his termin reaching a final deal, the Saudis and Egyptians
did not encourage him said HBJ. "They told himto do what
he thinks right." Culturally, said HBJ, that is the way
Arabs say "you are on your own." And President dinton was,
sai d HBJ.
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120. (C) Now we are at a stage, said HBJ, where Egypt does not
want Arab League involvenent in brokering a reconciliation
agreenent anong the Pal estinians unless the tal ks bog down.
HBJ said he had told Abbas that clinbing down fromhis tree
on no settlement activity so that tal ks can go forward will
require Arab support. But the Egyptians won't allowit.

121. (C) Asked if tabling a nore specific plan for peace
between the Israelis and Pal estinians would help, HBJ said it
woul d be a nistake to table a plan that is too specific. HBJ]
then reiterated that the problemis nore with those carrying
out the negotiations. "The good cooks (Egypt) have not given
good food to now. "

122. (C) Senator Kerry noted that Special Envoy Mtchell had
made a | ot of requests of Arabs but with little success.
Leavi ng Qatar aside, the Chairman asked HBJ for proposed next
steps. HBJ said he trusts the Saudis, but because they talk
openly to Egypt and do not want to create nore problens for
Egypt than the Egyptian governnent already has, it is
essential to bring in the small countries and start there.

123. (C) HBJ suggested one or two GCC nenmbers, Morocco
(although the King there is hesitant) and Syria as the core
nenbership of an Arab League comittee to address

Pal estinian-lIsraeli concerns. HBJ told Senator Kerry the
inclusion of Syria mght surprise him but having Syria play
a role would create jeal ousy anong the Arabs. Sone jeal ously
and rivalry is just what the U S. needs, opined HBJ, to get
the process noving.

124. (C) Turning to lIran, Senator Kerry said he understood
Qatar's need to find the right balance in dealing with bigger
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nei ghbors, especially Iran given the natural gas field both
share. Due to the working relationship Qatar maintains with
Iran, the Chairnan asked HBJ for his advice as the

i nternational conmunity becomes nore serious about econom c
sanctions agai nst Iran.

125. (C) HBJ said Iran's president views the U S. as a country
that is overstretched and in difficulty as a result of too
many conmmtnents. Iraq, Afghanistan, and the U S. econony

are the three main probl enms President Ahmadi nej ad sees. HBJ
observed that a Wstern attack agai nst Iran for Ahnadi nejad
woul d be good politics, because it would allow himto take

out his opposition using the war as a pretext. Senator Kerry
asked clarification of whether Ahmadi nejad had sai d these
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things, or if HBJ inferred them from conversation.

126. (C) Qatar's PM said Ahnadi nejad had told him "W beat
the Anericans in Iraqg; the final battle will be in Iran.”

127. (C) HBJ said putting econonic pressure on lran is the
best way to get the | eadership to rethink its quest for

nucl ear weapons. To be successful, he told Senator Kerry,
Russia woul d definitely have to be on board, as would the
Central Asian countries bordering Iran that provide food and
suppl i es.

128. (C) Asked his perception of the state of play with the
opposition, HBJ said the U S. had done a good job of standing
back and not becom ng the synbol of the opposition. Cracks
in the regine are appearing. It is highly significant that
many denonstrators ignored Khanmenei when he called on themto
stop their protests. The four key pillars of Iranian power
-- the court, oil sector, imans, and Revolutionary Guards ---
all nmust stick with him stressed HBJ. There are cracks in
the system but the downfall of the regime may not be in the
cards.

129. (C) Asked what the sanctions should target, HBJ said the

noney that Iran derives fromoil. Depriving Tehran of this
revenue would force the reginme to negoti ate.

130. (C Senator Kerry observed that Ahmadi nej ad was naking it
easier by his actions. There is wi de consensus in the
Executive and Legisl ative branches of Washington to press
ahead. Senator Kerry warned that Ahnadi nejad "shoul d not
equat e Af ghani stan and Iraqg with what he faces."

131. (C HBJ encouraged Chairman Kerry to bear in mnd that

Iran is clever and makes its opponents dizzy in the quest for
deals. They will keep you working on a deal and then start
fromscratch with a newinterlocutor. HBJ stressed that Iran
wi Il nmake no deal. Iran wants nucl ear weapons, and HBJ said
he woul d not be surprised to see Iran test one to denonstrate
to the world its achi evenent.

132. (C On Lebanon, Senator Kerry asked if Iran and Hi zbal |l ah

are ratcheting up their weapons stockpiles as part of lran's
war against Israel. HBJ affirmed that is the case.

| RAQ

133. (C© On Iraq, HBJ told Senator Kerry that Prine M nister

Al -Mali ki wants a Shia state, even though the Sunnis (when
you count Kurds and non-Kurds) have the majority.

134. (U) CODEL Kerry has cleared this nessage

http://wikileaks.org/cable/2010/02/10DOHA71.html (7 of 8)9/22/2011 3:36:15 AM



Cable Viewer

Lebar on
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